
 

 
 

Improving Travel
Through Innovation

Learn More

INVESTING IN LOCAL COMMUNITIES. GROWING AMERICA'S ECONOMY.

 
Brent Spence Bridge Corridor June 30, 2026 eNewsletter

CONSTRUCTION SIGNALS
﻿EXCITING PROGRESS

Construction activity will become more visible across the Brent Spence Bridge Corridor
during the next three to six months as crews continue putting the plans into motion to
build our region’s updated interstate network. While much of the work is happening
before the new companion bridge begins to rise above the river, drivers will soon see
progress in several key areas.

On the Kentucky side of the river, crews will continue work on the west side of the
corridor for future connections to the companion bridge. Drivers can expect to see new
retaining walls constructed on the west side of the interstate. One wall will be designed
to stabilize the hill, while the other provides support for the interstate. This work also
creates space to tie the new bridge into the existing highway, while reducing the overall
footprint of the corridor.

https://brentspencebridgecorridor.com/


Along the Ohio River, activity will increase as crews complete work at the Pete Rose Pier,
which will serve as an important working dock for the project. The pier will be used to
move materials and equipment onto the site. Soon construction will begin on one of the
first pylons* for the companion bridge on the Kentucky side. Drivers and boaters will see



barges, temporary work platforms and equipment supporting the bridge’s future cable-
stayed structure.

In Ohio, construction will expand to areas of the future bridge approaches. The most
visible work includes the cranes and equipment that will be used to demolish existing
bridges and overhead structures. In the 2nd Street area, work will begin on structures
connecting the new companion bridge to the surrounding roadway, freeing up nearly
eleven acres of green space for future development. Additional activity along U.S. 50 and
on nearby downtown Cincinnati streets will support future roadway improvements.

Early construction efforts are laying the groundwork for a safer, more efficient and more
connected corridor.

*A tall, vertical tower or support structure.

﻿BARGES WITH BRIDGE-BUILDING
﻿EQUIPMENT HAVE ARRIVED

It’s really happening! The first barges that will play a pivotal role in the construction of the
companion bridge as part of the Brent Spence Bridge Corridor Project arrived in Cincinnati
on May 31st. The Elizabeth Ann tugboat pushed the barge carrying a crane and other
materials to begin construction of the companion bridge to Pete Rose Pier, the site where
the barges for the project will load and offload.

The second tugboat, the Florence T, arrived on June 1st, as seen below crossing under
the Brent Spence Bridge. 

Following the arrival of the barges, work will shift to installing steel sheet piling and
building bulkheads**, along with the temporary work bridges and trestles*** necessary for
construction of the companion bridge.

This fall, barge operations are expected to support the initial drilling of bridge piers that will
be constructed in the Ohio River.

** A structural wall used to divide spaces and create a protective barrier against water or
pressure.
*** A braced framework of wood, metal or concrete used to provide sturdy physical
support. 



ON THE HORIZON: UPCOMING TRAVEL CHANGES IN
OHIO AND KENTUCKY

Heavy construction is well under way, and drivers are already seeing the results, from
demolition at Longworth Hall to utility relocation work and the arrival of the first barge
carrying equipment for the new companion bridge.

What can drivers expect over the next three months?

Kentucky
Drivers in Kentucky will see the permanent closure of the southbound 5th Street ramp
under I-71/75 (7) as well as construction and closures at the following locations: 9th St.
under I-71/75 (1); the NB exit from I-71/75 to MLK/Pike (2); SB MLK entrance ramp to I-
71/75 (3); 12th St. at Bullock Ave. (4); MLK Jr. Blvd. under I-71/75 (5); and Bullock Ave.
from Pike St. to MLK Jr. Blvd. (6)

In the late fall in Kentucky, the 4th Street ramp to I-71/75 will open and the Texas
Turnaround will close.

Ohio



In Cincinnati, drivers can expect a series of short-term closures over the next three
months. W. 3rd Street is scheduled to close in mid-July, with Central Avenue following in
early August once 3rd Street reopens. Additional ramp closures are planned at 2nd Street
and at Gest Street from U.S. 50.

Current closures include Western Ave. at Gest Street (1); the ramp to I-75 SB (permanent
closure); Linn Street bridge (2); 9th Street ramp to I-75 NB (Winchell Ave. to Ezzard
Charles Dr.) (3), opening spring 2027; and I-75 NB ramp to Ezzard Charles Dr.
(permanent closure) (4).

Upcoming closures in Ohio include the U.S. 50/W. 6th Street ramp to W. 2nd Street (7),
the I-75 southbound ramp to W. 2nd Street (7) and the I-71 northbound ramp to W. 2nd
Street (8).

Future parking lot closures in Ohio include John’s St. Parking (August); Lot 1U (2027);
Central Ave. Lot (2030) and the McFarland St. Lot (2030).

Information will continue to evolve as construction progresses. For the latest details, follow
the project's social media accounts and visit the project website to sign up for text and
email travel alerts.

 

1962 THROWBACK: BARGE-EYE VIEW AS
PIER NO. 3 TAKES SHAPE
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A crane barge positioned along the Kentucky bank of the Ohio River lifts steel components
during erection of what is known as a falsework at Pier No. 3, one of the early construction
phases of what would become the Brent Spence Bridge. The partially completed pier
column is visible across the river to the northeast, with the Cincinnati skyline and industrial
waterfront in the background. Captured by Brand Studios on Oct. 15, 1962 for the City of
Cincinnati Division of Engineering, the image shows barges loaded with steel, materials
and equipment used to assemble the framework needed for work in the river.

In bridge construction, falsework refers to the towers, support frames, barge platforms and
shoring systems that hold fresh concrete and other bridge elements in place until the
permanent structure is strong enough to stand on its own. Once the concrete cured and
the bridge could bear its own weight, the falsework was removed, leaving no visible trace
of the scaffolding behind it.
 
The Brent Spence Bridge opened to traffic just over a year later, in 1963.

STAY INFORMED ON CURRENT AND UPCOMING
﻿TRAVEL CHANGES



It’s never too late to sign up for the
Brent Spence Bridge Corridor
Project travel advisories and
alerts. 
 
We encourage you to sign up for
our dedicated email and text
notifications, where we will share:
 

Traffic and detour notices
Construction schedule
information
Milestones and progress
updates

Follow us on X and Facebook to
get instant notifications, important
announcements and traffic alerts in
your newsfeed. Visit the project
website to sign up for text and
email updates.  

Brent Spence Bridge Corridor

ABOUT THE PROJECT

Stretching from the Western Hills
Viaduct in Ohio to Dixie Highway in
Kentucky, the project will be built
without tolls and transform an eight-mile
portion of the I-71/75 interstate corridor,
including a companion bridge
immediately to the west of the existing
bridge. More information about the
project is available at
BrentSpenceBridgeCorridor.com.
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