May 8, 2024

Ms. Boday Borres

Acting Division Administrator

Federal Highway Administration, Kentucky Division
John C. Watts Federal Building

330 West Broadway

Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

Mr. David Snyder

Division Administrator

Federal Highway Administration, Ohio Division
200 North Hight Street, Room 328

Columbus, Ohio 43215

Re: Brent Spence Bridge Corridor Project Request for Finding of No Significant Impact

Dear Ms. Borres and Mr. Snyder:

Pursuant to Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) part 1500.4(q) and paragraph 5 of the
Department of Transportation Order 5610.1C implementing the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of
1969, the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet (KYTC) and the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) are
requesting review of the enclosed Finding of No Signification Impact (FONSI) request packet for the Brent
Spence Bridge (BSB) Corridor Project.

KYTC and ODOT have prepared a revised supplemental Environmental Assessment (EA) for the BSB Corridor
Project, which has been submitted under separate cover. The revised supplemental EA provides sufficient
evidence and analysis to demonstrate that Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will have no significant impact
on the human or natural environment and to determine that an Environmental Impact Statement is not
required.

Upon the satisfactory completion of your review of the included information, and based on your independent
review of the revised supplemental EA, we would request that FHWA prepare a FONSI to complete the NEPA
process for this project.

Sincerely,
Stacee Hans Timothy M. Hill
Project Manager Administrator of Office of Environmental Services
Brent Spence Bridge Corridor Project Ohio Department of Transportation

Kentucky Transportation Cabinet
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Attachments:

Appendix A:  Agency Comments and Responses

Appendix B:  Public Comments and Responses

Appendix C: Public Hearings Documentation

Appendix D:  Project Advisory Committee Meeting Summary
Appendix E:  Section 4(f) Documentation

Appendix F:  Section 6(f) Documentation
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1. INTRODUCTION

In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), an Environmental Assessment (EA) was
originally prepared for the Brent Spence Bridge (BSB) Corridor Project in the Commonwealth of Kentucky and
the State of Ohio in March 2012. A Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) was approved by the Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA) on August 9, 2012. Reevaluations completed in 2015 and 2018 concluded
that the 2012 FONSI remained valid.

More than three years have passed since the 2012 FONSI and subsequent reevaluations of its validity. Project
refinements have also occurred in response to public comments and further study, though they remain within
the project footprint and impacts evaluated in the 2012 EA/FONSI. The Kentucky Transportation Cabinet
(KYTC) and the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) prepared a supplemental EA consistent with

Title 23 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) sections 771.129 and 771.130 to assess updated regulatory
requirements, changed site conditions, design refinements to the previously selected alternative, impact
changes (mostly reductions), further environmental commitments (enhancements and mitigation), and
additional NEPA reevaluation and coordination efforts that have occurred since the 2012 EA/FONSI. The
supplemental EA provides an analysis of potential impacts of refined project activities that were not expressly
included in the approved 2012 EA/FONSI. The supplemental EA was approved by FHWA for public availability
on January 18, 2024.

The purpose and need for the project is unchanged from what was presented in the supplemental EA:

Improve traffic flow and level of service (LOS);

Improve safety;

Correct geometric deficiencies; and

e Maintain connections to key regional and national transportation corridors.

The formal public availability and comment period for the supplemental EA began on January 26, 2024 and
concluded on March 8, 2024. The following sections provide a summary of the public hearings and other
stakeholder coordination that occurred during the public availability and comment period. The following
sections also discuss project refinements and updated information since the publication of the
supplemental EA, which are reflected in the revised supplemental EA.

2. PUBLIC HEARINGS SUMMARY
[Supplemental EA Reference: Public Hearing (5.5)]

The supplemental EA was approved by FHWA for public availability on January 18, 2024. The formal public
availability and comment period for the supplemental EA began on January 26, 2024 and concluded on
March 8, 2024. During that time, KYTC and ODOT held four in-person public hearings and one virtual public
hearing. The activities related to the public hearings are described in the following sections.
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2.1

Public Availability

The supplemental EA was made available for public review in electronic format on two websites:

A website created specifically for the supplemental EA and the public hearings:
www.Publiclnput.com/bsbc

The project website: www.brentspencebridgecorridor.com/documents/

The supplemental EA was made available for public review in print format at two locations:

The Kenton County Public Library Covington Branch
502 Scott Street
Covington, Kentucky 41011 (within ¥%-mile of the project area)

The Cincinnati & Hamilton County Public Library West End Branch
805 Ezzard Charles Drive
Cincinnati, Ohio 45203 (within 500 feet of the project area)

Sign-out sheets were provided to both libraries to track how many individuals reviewed the supplemental EA,;
however, library staff did not utilize the provided sign-out sheets. Staff at the Kenton County Public Library
Covington Branch reported that three people viewed the supplemental EA, although no records were kept.
Staff at the Cincinnati & Hamilton County Public Library West End Branch were unable to provide information
about how many people viewed the supplemental EA.

2.2

Advertising

The public availability of the supplemental EA, the public hearings, and the associated comment period were
widely advertised in the Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky areas, as summarized below:

Approximately 50,000 postcards were delivered to all mail routes in the project’s environmental justice
study area using the U.S. Postal Service Every Door Direct Mail service. Due to limitations in the
number of postcards that could be delivered in any given day, deliveries began on January 26, 2024
and continued for about 3-4 mail delivery days. Postcards were also made available at the Kenton
County Public Library Covington Branch and the Cincinnati & Hamilton County Public Library West End
Branch.

Display-type advertisements were published in the LinkNKY weekly newspaper and the Cincinnati
Enquirer daily newspaper on January 26, 2024 and February 16, 2024.

Information was published in the January project e-newsletter on January 26, 2024 and in a special
edition e-newsletter on February 16, 2024. The February e-newsletter distributed on February 29, 2024
provided a recap of the public hearings and information about the ongoing public comment period.

Flyers were emailed to the Project Advisory Committee on January 25, 2024 and to the project
Diversity & Inclusion Committee and local neighborhood groups on January 26, 2024.

Information was posted to the project Facebook (www.facebook.com/BSBCorridor/),
X (https://twitter.com/BSBCorridor), and Threads (www.threads.net/@bsbcorridor) accounts beginning
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on January 26, 2024. Follow-up posts occurred every few days with posts occurring every day between
February 19, 2024 and February 22, 2024.

e Media advisories were released on January 26, 2024 and on February 19, 2024. Several media
organizations subsequently shared information about the project.

¢ Information was posted on the project website (www.brentspencebridgecorridor.com) and the
Publicinput website for the supplemental EA (www.Publiclnput.com/bsbc).

e Flyers were provided to impacted property owners in the Lewisburg area of Covington via email or
direct mail. All other impacted property owners in the project area had already been contacted by KYTC
or ODOT as part of their ongoing acquisition of right-of-way under the 2012 FONSI.

Copies of advertising materials are provided in Appendix C.

2.3 Public Hearings

Both in-person and virtual hearing options were offered for the BSB Corridor Project, as summarized in the
following sections.

2.3.1 In-Person Hearings

Two in-person public hearings were held on February 20, 2024 from 12:00 pm to 3:30 pm and from 4:30 pm to
8:00 pm at the Radisson Hotel (668 West 5" Street, Covington, Kentucky). Two in-person public hearings were
also held on February 21, 2024 from 12:00 pm to 3:30 pm and from 4:30 pm to 8:00 pm at Longworth Hall
(700 West Pete Rose Way, Cincinnati, Ohio). Both hearing venues offered free parking, were accessible by
public transit, and were accessible to persons with disabilities. Based on feedback received at open-house
style project update meetings that were held in August 2023, a bicycle rack was also provided at Longworth
Hall.

Attendees at the in-person public hearings included representatives from FHWA, KYTC, ODOT, the project
team, local agencies, members of the public, and local media. As shown in Table 1, 313 members of the public
attended the in-person public hearings, excluding representatives from FHWA, KYTC, and ODOT. Copies of
sign-in sheets are included in Appendix C.

Table 1: In-Person Public Hearing Attendance

Public Hearing Date and Time Public Attendance? Media Attendance
February 20, 2024 | 12:00 pm to 3:30 pm 105 individuals 8 media outlets
February 20, 2024 | 4:30 pm to 8:00 pm 85 individuals 4 media outlets
February 21, 2024 | 12:00 pm to 3:30 pm 75 individuals 1 media outlet
February 21, 2024 | 4:30 pm to 8:00 pm 48 individuals 2 media outlets
Total 313 individuals 15 media outlets

1. Attendance numbers do not include representatives from FHWA, KYTC, or ODOT.
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The first hour of each in-person public hearing followed an open-house format. Attendees were invited to
browse exhibits and handouts providing details about the project. Members of the project team were present to
answer questions and respond to feedback. Information and displays that were available for review included:

e A project handout describing key project features, anticipated impacts, proposed mitigation measures,
and proposed enhancements;

e Maps showing Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) and environmental resources in the project area;

e Schematic maps showing the layout and number of lanes for mainline, collector-distributor, and ramp
roadways;

e Maps showing existing and proposed multimodal features in the project area;

¢ Impact summary exhibits for public parks, historic properties, and other environmental resources;
¢ An exhibit showing renderings of local streets over I-75 in Ohio;

¢ An exhibit summarizing the mitigation measures and enhancements incorporated into the project;
e A project schedule exhibit;

e An exhibit outlining methods for commenting on the supplemental EA and providing the timeframes for
submitting comments;

e Print copies of the supplemental EA with a laptop and dedicated project team member to view
supplemental reports if desired;

¢ Print copies of ES-Table I: Environmental Resources, Impacts, Mitigation, and Enhancements
Summary from the supplemental EA,

e Print copies of ES-Table Il: Environmental Commitments from the supplemental EA;
e A print copy of the Draft Individual Section 4(f) Evaluation;

¢ Right-of-way plans and information, with dedicated project team members to answer questions and
provide the option to view properties and impacts using Google Earth;

e Alooping presentation showing multiple renderings of what the completed project might look like; and

¢ Blank comment forms and a table where attendees could write and submit comments.
Copies of materials and exhibits from the public hearings are provided in Appendix C.

The project advertisements provided information offering Spanish translation services upon request, and a
project team member who was fluent in Spanish attended all the in-person public hearings. Spanish written
comment forms were also available at the public hearings. No requests for Spanish translation services or

Spanish comment forms were received.

One hour after each in-person public hearing began, the project team made a formal presentation that
provided a project history and overview; summarized anticipated impacts and proposed mitigation and
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enhancement measures; and provided information about how and when to submit comments about the project.
A copy of the presentation is included in Appendix C.

Following the presentation, attendees were invited to provide formal spoken comments, which were received
by the KYTC and ODOT project managers. Individuals who desired to offer spoken comments were asked to
register at the hearing and were provided with written copies of the ground rules for providing comments. The
formal comment period was moderated by a member of the project team who outlined the ground rules, called
speakers in turn, and monitored the time allocated to individual commenters. Speakers were allotted two
minutes to provide comments, but individuals were allowed to speak for an additional two minutes after all
registered commenters had spoken. Once all individuals who desired to make comments had spoken, the
moderator concluded the formal hearing proceedings, and the open-house format reconvened until the hearing
end time. The formal hearing proceedings were transcribed by a court reporter, and transcripts are included in
Appendix C. Attendees were also invited to dictate comments privately to the court reporter during the open-
house portions of the in-person public hearings. Photographs from the in-person public hearings are included
in Appendix C.

2.3.2 Virtual Public Hearing

One virtual public hearing was held on February 22, 2024 from 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm. The meeting was hosted
on the Publiclnput website for the supplemental EA, and attendees could join via computer or phone. Speakers
were not required to register for the virtual public hearing, so it was not possible to differentiate between
representatives from FHWA, KYTC, and ODOT and members of the public. A total of 242 individuals viewed
the virtual public hearing.

The virtual public hearing began with the same presentation that was made during the in-person hearings.
Following the presentation, individuals were invited to provide formal spoken comments, which were received
by the KYTC and ODOT project managers. Individuals who desired to offer spoken comments called into a
dedicated phone line to enter a speaker queue. The formal comment period was moderated by a member of
the project team who outlined the ground rules, called (unmuted) speakers in turn, and monitored the time
allocated to individual commenters. Similar to the in-person hearings, speakers were allotted two minutes to
provide comments with the option to provide additional comments after all speakers in the queue had
commented. Attendees were also invited to type comments into a chat box on the Publicinput website that
were recorded as written comments. The virtual public hearing continued until there were no persons left in the
speaker queue and concluded around 7:10 pm. The virtual public hearing was transcribed through the website
hosting software, and a copy of that transcript is provided in Appendix C.

The information and exhibits from the in-person hearings were posted to the Publiclnput website the night
before the virtual public hearing and remained on the website for the duration of the public comment period. A
video of the virtual public hearing presentation was posted to the Publicinput and the project websites after the
hearing and remained available for viewing for the duration of the public comment period.
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2.4 Public Comments

The public comment period for the supplemental EA began on January 26, 2024 and concluded on

March 8, 2024. Public comments were accepted via the project website (www.brentspencebridgecorridor.com),
the Publiclnput website for the supplemental EA (www.Publiclnput.com/bsbc), email, direct mail,
phone/voicemail, written comment forms returned at the in-person public hearings, formal spoken comments at
the public hearings, informal comments dictated to the court reporter at the in-person hearings, and the
Publicinput chat during the virtual public hearing. Comments were received via all of the available options. All
comments, regardless of how they were provided, have been afforded equal weight in the project record.

A total of 209 public comments from 165 unique commenters were received during the comment period for the
supplemental EA. General themes of the comments are listed in no particular order below:

e Project support, including for job creation and opportunities to work on the project.

e Alternatives: Rail, public transit, tolling, congestion pricing, reduced number of lanes, freeway caps,
reroute trucks and/or other traffic to 1-275, and do nothing.

e Environmental: Greenhouse gas emissions and climate change, air quality, stormwater management,
water quality, watershed protection, threatened and endangered species impacts, and environmental
commitment monitoring and public availability of data.

¢ Community: Environmental justice, righting past wrongs from historic interstate construction, noise and
noise barriers, increased multimodal infrastructure, traffic calming, footprint reduction, reconnecting
communities, creating additional developable land, creating new connections to Queensgate in Ohio,
provisions for future streetcar routes, and park impacts.

e Construction: Increased traffic during construction (including in Covington), opportunities for
disadvantaged business enterprises and other businesses, controlling costs and schedule, greenhouse
gas emissions, and monitoring and enforcement of air quality commitments.

e Right-of-way: Property impacts (the majority of inquiries were from individuals not impacted by the
project) and right-of-way status.

o Traffic: Concerns about existing traffic data, the accuracy of traffic projections, and induced traffic.

¢ NEPA documentation: Requests to prepare an environmental impact statement or mitigated FONSI.

Appendix B includes a detailed listing of all public comments and individual responses.

2.5 Public Hearing Outcomes

KYTC and ODOT considered all comments submitted during the public comment period for the supplemental
EA. Based on the feedback received, KYTC and ODOT have incorporated the following refinements:

e The environmental commitment related to the design and construction of the new Ezzard Charles Drive
bridge over I-75 has been expanded to not preclude potential future City of Cincinnati streetcar route
expansion (see Section 5.1).
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o KYTC has committed to further evaluating the spacing between the proposed stand-alone noise walls
in the vicinity of Hermes Avenue, Watkins Street, and Hinde Street during detailed design and through
the Kentucky noise public involvement process (see Section 5.4).

e The environmental commitment to implement an ambient air quality monitoring program during
construction of the project has been expanded to include making monitoring and enforcement data
available to the public (see Section 5.5).

e An environmental commitment has been added to make information regarding compliance with the
project’s environmental commitments publicly available at appropriate milestones during the design and
construction of the project (see Section 6).

e ODOT has committed to working with Hamilton County to schedule meetings to further discuss
stormwater measures that are being developed for the project (see Section 6).

3. PROJECT ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING

[Supplemental EA Reference: Local Agency Coordination (5.2)]

The most recent Project Advisory Committee (PAC) meeting was held in virtual format on February 16, 2024
from 10:30 am to 11:15 am. The purpose of the meeting was to provide a preview of the public hearing content
to PAC members. Invitations were sent to PAC members via email on January 25, 2024. A meeting reminder
was distributed via email on February 15, 2024. Attendees at the meeting included PAC members or their
designated representatives and project team personnel from FHWA, KYTC, and ODOT. The PAC meeting was
open to the general public, although no members of the public attended.

The meeting began with a presentation by the KYTC and ODOT project managers. Major topics addressed in
the presentation included:

e Project phasing and schedule;
e Logistics for the upcoming public hearings;
e Overview of the public hearing materials and presentation; and

e Project updates on aesthetics, the innovation period for the progressive design-build contract, and
diversity & inclusion efforts.

Following the meeting, attendees were invited to offer comments and ask questions. No substantive comments
or questions were received. No members of the general public attended the PAC meeting, and no public
comments were received. Detailed documentation of the PAC meeting is included in Appendix D. KYTC and
ODOT will continue to coordinate with the PAC to provide project updates and gather feedback during the
design and construction of the project.
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4. AGENCY COORDINATION

[Supplemental EA Reference: State and Federal Agency Coordination (5.3) and Patrticipating
and Cooperating Agencies (5.4)]

Federal, state, and local participating and cooperating agencies were notified about the publication of the
supplemental EA, the process and timeframe for making comments, and public hearing details on

January 26, 2024. ODOT notified federal, state, and local agencies in Ohio, and KYTC notified federal, state,
and local agencies in Kentucky. Copies of the participating and cooperating agency notifications are included
in Appendix C.

As shown in Table 2, five participating agencies and one cooperating agency provided comments. Appendix A
includes a detailed listing of all agency comments and individual responses. KYTC and ODOT provided written
responses to each participating or cooperating agency that submitted comments.

Table 2: Participating and Cooperating Agency Comments

Agency Status Comment Date

Federal Agencies

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) Cooperating Agency March 5, 2024

Kentucky State Agencies

Kentucky Department for Environmental Protection Participating Agency February 20, 2024

Division of Water and the Groundwater Section
of the Watershed Management Branch

Division of Enforcement
Division of Waste Management

Ohio State Agencies

No comments received - -

Local Agencies

Hamilton County Board of Commissioners Participating Agency January 25, 2024
January 31, 2024

Hamilton County Engineer Participating Agency January 25, 2024
City of Cincinnati Participating Agency March 6, 2024
City of Covington Participating Agency March 8, 2024

After publication of the supplemental EA, KYTC further coordinated with the City of Covington regarding the
Riverfront Commons Trail and the Goebel Park Complex. Details about coordination with the City of Covington
are provided in Sections 5.2 and 5.6. FHWA and KYTC also coordinated revised appraisals for the Section 6(f)
conversion properties with the National Park Service (NPS). Details about the Section 6(f) coordination are
provided in Section 5.7.

FONSI REQUEST 10



5. PROJECT REFINEMENTS AND UPDATED INFORMATION

Project refinements and updated information have been incorporated into Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W)
since the approval of the supplemental EA for public availability. The minor project refinements and updated
information were developed in response to public comments received during the public comment period and
based on continuing detailed design activities. These revisions do not materially change the scope, context, or
intensity of the project's potential effects and do not yield any significant environmental impacts; therefore, the
supplemental EA remains unchanged.

The project refinements and updated information are organized by topic heading and described in the following
sections.

5.1 Streetcar Coordination
[Supplemental EA Reference: Local Agency Coordination (5.2)]

In consideration of feedback provided by the City of Cincinnati Department of Transportation and Engineering,
ODOT will design and construct the non-deck components for the new Ezzard Charles Drive bridge over I-75
to not preclude potential future streetcar route expansion. The design madification will not change the footprint
or the environmental impacts of the project.

5.2 Riverfront Commons Trail

[Supplemental EA Reference: Figure 8, Community Facilities (4.1.3), and Section 4(f)
Properties (4.13)]

The Riverfront Commons Trail' is a planned 20-mile continuous shared-use path along the south bank of the
Ohio River linking the urban core of Northern Kentucky together through the river cities of Bromley, Ludlow,
Covington, Newport, Bellevue, Dayton, Fort Thomas, and Silver Grove. The 20-mile trail system is in various
stages of development, with some sections already constructed and open, some sections currently under
design, and other sections that are planned. In Covington, about 1.25 miles of the Riverfront Commons Trail
have been built and are open along Highway Avenue and the Ohio River levee from the end of the Ohio River
floodwall near Swain Court to just east of the Roebling Bridge at Riverside Place.

In the project area, the Riverfront Commons Trail is located along the base of the north side of the Ohio River
floodwall and earthen levee and passes under the existing BSB. The trail provides pedestrian and bicycle
access to Covington neighborhoods as well as local hotels, retail sites, and dining and entertainment
establishments. There are no trail access points within the immediate project area. The Riverfront Commons
Trail is free and open to the public, and it serves both transportation and recreational purposes. The location of
the Riverfront Commons Trail is shown in Figure 1, which is an updated version of Figure 8 from the
supplemental EA.

1 Riverfront Commons. Southbank Partners. Accessed March 14, 2024.
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The Riverfront Commons Trail is being developed by Southbank Partners, a non-profit regional economic
development organization. The sections of the trail within the City of Covington are being built, constructed,
and maintained by the City of Covington. The section of the trail in the project area is located on land owned by
the City of Covington, and the completed trail is maintained by the City. The City of Covington is the official
with jurisdiction over the Riverfront Commons Trail within the project limits.

The new companion bridge will be constructed over the Riverfront Commons Trail. The land use impacts
described in Section 4.1.1 of the supplemental EA include the acquisition of approximately 1.3 acres of
permanent right-of-way from the City of Covington to construct the new companion bridge. Based on updated
information since the supplemental EA was approved for public availability, KYTC has committed to granting a
permanent easement to the City of Covington to allow for the continued operation and maintenance of the
Riverfront Commons Trail. Preliminary design activities indicate that access to the trail can be maintained
throughout construction of Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W). The trail already passes under the existing BSB
and three other Ohio River bridges in Covington. The minor visual and other proximity effects due to the
construction of the new companion bridge will not cause a substantial impairment or constitute a Section 4(f)
constructive use.! Environmental commitments incorporated into the project will require the contractor to
coordinate construction activities with KYTC and the City of Covington to maintain trail operations and to install
protective measures to provide safe passage for pedestrians and bicyclists utilizing the Riverfront Commons
Trail through the project work zone prior to beginning any construction activities over the trail. KYTC
coordinated the environmental commitments related to the Riverfront Commons Trail with the City of Covington
on March 25, 2024 (see Appendix E).

As currently planned, the project will not result in a Section 4(f) use of the Riverfront Commons Trail. However,
any temporary closures, occupancy, or detours of the Riverfront Commons Trail, should they be determined as
necessary during detailed design, will require additional coordination with the City of Covington and approvals
by KYTC and FHWA to ensure that no adverse effects or interference will occur to the trail or its use.?

5.3 Pedestrian and Bicycle
[Supplemental EA Reference: Travel Patterns and Access (4.1.4) and Figure 10]

Based on public comments provided by a resident, KYTC and ODOT determined that an existing sidewalk trail
in Covington and outside of the limits of the BSB Corridor Project was incorrectly shown on the existing and
proposed multimodal features exhibit at the public hearings. There exists no sidewalk trail connecting the
Riverfront Commons Trail and the Goebel Park Complex (generally located along Bakewell Street), and any
reference to such a sidewalk trail thus has been removed from the exhibit. Figure 2, which is an updated
version of Figure 10 from the supplemental EA, correctly shows the locations of existing and proposed
multimodal facilities in the areas surrounding the BSB Corridor Project.

1 Bridging over Section 4(f) properties is described in FHWA's Section 4(f) Policy Paper, Question 28B. Constructive use is described
in 23 CFR § 774.15.
2 23 CFR § 774.13(d) and (f)

FONSI REQUEST 12



Figure 1: Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) - Sheet 1 of 8
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Figure 1: Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) - Sheet 2 of 8
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Figure 1: Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) - Sheet 3 of 8
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Figure 1: Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) - Sheet 4 of 8

16



Figure 1: Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) - Sheet 5 of 8
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Figure 1: Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) - Sheet 6 of 8
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Figure 1: Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) - Sheet 7 of 8
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Figure 1: Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) - Sheet 8 of 8
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Figure 2: Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) Multimodal Facilities - Sheet 1 of 5
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Figure 2: Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) Multimodal Facilities - Sheet 2 of 5
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Figure 2: Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) Multimodal Facilities - Sheet 3 of 5
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Figure 2: Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) Multimodal Facilities - Sheet 4 of 5
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Figure 2: Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) Multimodal Facilities - Sheet 5 of 5
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5.4 Noise
[Supplemental EA Reference: Noise - Kentucky (4.8.1)]

During the comment period for the supplemental EA, an individual expressed concerns that the layout of the
proposed noise barrier in the Lewisburg area would allow sound generated by interstate traffic to reflect into
residential areas in the vicinity of Hermes Avenue, Watkins Street, and Hinde Street. In response to this
comment, KYTC has committed to further evaluating the spacing between the proposed stand-alone noise
walls in the vicinity of Hermes Avenue, Watkins Street, and Hinde Street during detailed design and through
the Kentucky noise public involvement process. These stand-alone noise walls are included in the proposed
noise barrier for southbound 1-71/1-75 from West 3" Street to south of Hermes Avenue.

5.5 Construction Impacts
[Supplemental EA Reference: Construction Impacts (4.11)]

In response to comments received during the public availability of the supplemental EA, KYTC and ODOT
have committed to making monitoring and enforcement data from the project’s construction ambient air quality
monitoring program available to the public. Details about how the data will be made publicly available will be
included in a plan to be developed by the contractors and approved by KYTC and ODOT during detailed
design. At a minimum, information will be shared with the public through project website updates, social media,
e-newsletters, and the Project Advisory Committee.

5.6 Goebel Park Complex
[Supplemental EA Reference: Section 4(f) Properties - Goebel Park Complex (4.13.3)]

The public was provided the opportunity to comment on the impacts to the Goebel Park Complex during the
comment period for the supplemental EA. During that time, fourteen individuals or groups provided comments
related to the Goebel Park Complex or park impacts in general. The comments generally expressed concerns
about the net loss of park acreage or offered suggestions to reduce impacts or provide additional replacement
land. Other topics raised in the comments included concerns about the removal of the basketball courts; the
desire to increase the funding provided by KYTC to mitigate proximity impacts to the outdoor pool; clarification
about impacts to the complex or the surrounding area; and support for the measures to minimize impacts on
the complex. After the conclusion of the public comment period, KYTC forwarded the public comments related
to the Goebel Park Complex to the City of Covington for their consideration.

The proposed minimization and mitigation measures for the Goebel Park Complex have not changed since the
supplemental EA was approved for public availability. In a letter dated March 14, 2024, FHWA stated that it
intends to determine that the BSB Corridor Project, including the KYTC committed mitigations, will have a

de minimis impact on the Goebel Park Complex, as defined by 23 CFR 774.17. FHWA requested written
concurrence that the project will not adversely affect the activities, features, or attributes that make the Goebel
Park Complex eligible for Section 4(f) protection. KYTC concurred with these findings on March 14, 2024, and
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the City of Covington concurred on March 28, 2024. Copies of the coordination documents for the Goebel Park
Complex, including the full list of public comments related to the complex, are provided in Appendix E.

Portions of the Goebel Park Complex, including those to be acquired by the project, provide flood storage
during times when the Ohio River is at flood stage. As described in Section 5.8, as part of project-wide efforts,
KYTC will evaluate impacts to and potential mitigation measures for flood storage capacity in the project area
as the project moves through detailed design and the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)
Section 408 permission process.

5.7 Section 6(f) Properties
[Supplemental EA Reference: Section 6(f) Properties — Replacement Property (4.14.6)]

Section 6(f) requires that permanent conversions of protected properties provide replacement property of at
least equal fair market value and reasonably equivalent usefulness and location as the portion of the

Section 6(f) property to be converted. To address these requirements, the acquisition of an estimated

2.84 acres of flood-prone park property from the southwest corner of the Goebel Park Complex will be
mitigated and replaced with an estimated 2.23 acres of state-owned property adjacent to the northwest corner
of the complex that is at a higher elevation than the 2.84 acres being converted and not prone to flooding. The
replacement property is currently occupied by the northbound I-71/1-75 exit ramp to West 5" Street. Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) will relocate the ramp closer to the highway, creating excess land that will be
vacated by the project and incorporated into the Goebel Park Complex.

Appraisals for the 2.84 acres of impacted land and the 2.23 acres of replacement property were updated after
the supplemental EA was approved for public availability. The impacted land and replacement land were
appraised based on their highest and best use in accordance with applicable standards for Section 6(f)
appraisals. The area to be acquired has an appraised value of $1,075,000, and the replacement property has
an appraised value of $1,440,000. On November 16, 2023, NPS provided a signed amendment to the project
agreement (NPS Project No. 21-00541.1) approving the conversion for the Goebel Park Complex. NPS
accepted the updated appraisals for the impacted land and the replacement property on February 12, 2024. No
changes to the signed amendment to the project agreement (NPS Project No. 21-00541.1) were required as a
result of the updated appraisals. NPS coordination documents are included in Appendix F.

5.8 Permits
[Supplemental EA Reference: Floodplains (4.2.5) and Permits (4.15)]

Additional design activities that have occurred since the supplemental EA was approved for public availability
determined that areas to be acquired by the project in Kentucky provide flood storage during times when the
Ohio River is at flood stage. These flood storage areas work in conjunction with the Ohio River levee, floodwall,
and pump station, which were constructed as part of a USACE Civil Works project. Impacts to Civil Works
projects are regulated by USACE under Section 14 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899, which is codified in
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Title 33 of the United States Code (USC) section 408, and require a Section 408 permission to alter federally
authorized Civil Works projects.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) does not include land acquisition solely for flood storage, and the project
does not currently include construction of flood storage areas. After the design-build team has developed the
project to a sufficient level of design detail, KYTC will coordinate impacts to and potential mitigation
measures for flood storage capacity in the Kentucky portions of the project area during the USACE Section
408 permission process.

The supplemental EA states in Section 4.2.5 that Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) may require a pier to be
constructed in or near the existing levee depending on the final bridge type and span configuration. Based on
additional design activities that have occurred since the publication of the supplemental EA, piers will not be

constructed in or near the existing levee, and permanent impacts to the Ohio River levee are not anticipated.

6. ONGOING PUBLIC AND STAKEHOLDER INVOLVEMENT

[Supplemental EA Reference: Ongoing Public and Stakeholder Involvement (5.6)]

In response to comments received during the public availability of the supplemental EA, KYTC and ODOT
have committed to additional public and stakeholder involvement activities. These activities are in addition to
the ongoing public and stakeholder involvement listed in Section 5.6 of the supplemental EA and are described
below:

e KYTC and ODOT have committed to making information regarding compliance with the project’s
environmental commitments publicly available at appropriate milestones during the design and
construction of the Phase |, Phase Il, and Phase Il contracts. At a minimum, information will be shared
with the public through project website updates, social media, e-newsletters, and the Project Advisory
Committee.

e During construction, KYTC and ODOT have committed to making monitoring and enforcement data
from the ambient air quality monitoring program available to the public. At a minimum, information will
be shared with the public through project website updates, social media, e-newsletters, and the Project
Advisory Committee.

e ODOT has committed to working with Hamilton County to establish appropriate timeframes to schedule
meetings to further discuss stormwater measures that are being developed in conjunction with the
Metropolitan Sewer District of Greater Cincinnati (MSD). ODOT anticipates these meetings will occur
during the plan development for Phases | and Il and during the proof-of-concept and project
development portions of the Phase Ill progressive design-build project.
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1. ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITMENTS DISCUSSION

[Supplemental EA Reference: Environmental Commitments Discussion (6.) and ES-Table Il]

All of the environmental commitments listed in ES-Table Il of the supplemental EA remain applicable to the
project. In response to comments received during the public comment period for the supplemental EA, some of
the environmental commitments have been modified, and additional commitments have been incorporated.
The environmental commitments that have been modified since the approval of the supplemental EA for public
availability are listed below. Additional information about how each commitment has been modified is provided
in blue text below the commitment. Environmental commitments that are not detailed below remain unchanged
from what was presented in ES-Table Il of the supplemental EA. A complete, updated list of environmental
commitments for the BSB Corridor Project is included in ES-Table 1l of the revised supplemental EA.

23. In accordance with the KYTC Noise Analysis and Abatement Policy, a noise abatement public meeting
and surveys will be conducted with benefited receptors at the following locations where noise and
noise/visual screening barriers are proposed in Kentucky:

a.
b.
c.

d.

h.

Northbound (NB) 1-71/1-75 from Beechwood Road to Dixie Highway.

NB I-71/1-75 from Dixie Highway to Kyles Lane.

NB I-71/1-75 from Kyles Lane to the vy Knoll Senior Living Community.

NB I-71/1-75 from south of Edgecliff Road to Pike Street.

NB 1-71/1-75 from Pike Street to West 4" Street.

Southbound (SB) I-71/1-75 from West 3" Street to south of Hermes Avenue.
SB I-71/1-75 from north of St. Joseph Lane to Kyles Lane.

SB I-71/1-75 north of Dixie Highway.

SB I-71/1-75 from Dixie Highway to south of West Maple Avenue.

KYTC will further evaluate the spacing between the proposed stand-alone noise walls in the vicinity of

Hermes Avenue, Watkins Street, and Hinde Street (included in the proposed noise barrier for SB I-71/

I-75 from West 3 Street to south of Hermes Avenue) during detailed design and through the noise

public involvement process.

This commitment was included in the supplemental EA (23). The underlined portion was added in
response to public comments.
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32. The following measures will be implemented to minimize and mitigate temporary construction impacts:

aa. Contractors will develop and implement an outdoor ambient air quality monitoring program
during construction for the following sensitive areas:

i. In the vicinity of Beechwood Elementary and High School in Fort Mitchell, Kentucky.
ii. Inthe vicinity of Notre Dame Academy in Fort Wright and Park Hills, Kentucky.

iii. East and west of I-71/I-75 between Edgecliff Road and West 5" Street in Covington,
Kentucky.

iv. East and west of I-75 between 9™ Street and Findlay Street in Cincinnati, Ohio.

The program will be overseen by KYTC and ODOT. Contractors will develop and implement a
plan to be approved by KYTC and ODOT that identifies locations, times, and durations of air
quality monitoring and protocols to address any exceedances of the National Ambient Air
Quality Standards (NAAQS) should they be observed, including procedures for determining
whether any exceedances are caused by project-created emissions or other emission sources.
Locations, times, and durations for air quality monitoring will be determined during final design;
in consideration of land uses, non-project sources of emissions, and construction phasing; and
in consultation with the city in which the monitoring will occur. The plan will define a program for
background particulate monitoring to establish and routinely verify baseline levels prior to the
commencement of active construction in the vicinity of any monitoring location. During active
construction in the vicinity of any monitoring location, real-time particulate matter data will be
collected at an interval to be established in the ambient air quality monitoring plan (for example,
measures every 10 seconds and logged in 15-minute periods). Particulate matter data will be
time-weighted over 24 hours for comparison to the NAAQS. If the data show that air quality
levels are approaching a concern level (to be established in the monitoring plan) that may result
in an exceedance of the 24-hour NAAQS for PM2.5, the 1-hour NAAQS for nitrogen dioxide, or
the 8-hour NAAQS for carbon monoxide, then project-related operational and/or mechanical
deficiencies will be identified and corrected, as required, if they are determined to be
contributing factors. If the data result in any air quality levels that exceed the above-stated
NAAQS for PM2.5, nitrogen dioxide, or carbon monoxide that are caused by project-related
emissions, then the applicable construction activities will be suspended until the deficiencies are
identified and corrected.

The plan will define and implement a program for making project air monitoring and
enforcement data available to the public. At a minimum, information will be shared with the
public through project website updates, social media, e-newsletters, and the Project Advisory
Committee.

This commitment was included in the supplemental EA (32.aa). The underlined portion was added in
response to public comments.
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49.

ODOT will build a wider bridge on Ezzard Charles Drive over I-75. The widened bridge will provide an
additional 50 feet of green space on each side that could support potential future civic space or retail
development by the City of Cincinnati. ODOT will fund the cost of the bridge design and will share the
construction cost with the City. ODOT and the City will develop cost sharing and maintenance
agreements prior to construction.

ODOT will design and construct the non-deck components for the new Ezzard Charles Drive bridge
over |-75 to not preclude potential future streetcar route expansion.

This commitment was included in the supplemental EA (49). The underlined portion was added in
response to public comments.

57.

The contractor will be required to coordinate construction activities with KYTC and the City of Covington
to maintain trail operations and to install protective measures to provide safe passage for pedestrians
and bicyclists utilizing the Riverfront Commons Trail through the project work zone prior to beginning
any construction activities over the trail.

This commitment was added based on project updates since the supplemental EA was approved for
public availability.

58.

Any temporary closures, occupancy, or detours of the Riverfront Commons Trail will require additional
coordination with the City of Covington and approvals by KYTC and FHWA to ensure that no adverse
effects or interference will occur to the trail or its use.

This commitment was added based on project updates since the supplemental EA was approved for
public availability.

59.

KYTC will grant a permanent easement to the City of Covington to allow for the continued operation
and maintenance of the Riverfront Commons Trail.

This commitment was added based on project updates since the supplemental EA was approved for
public availability.

60.

KYTC will evaluate impacts to and potential mitigation measures for flood storage capacity in the
Kentucky portions of the project area as the project moves through detailed design and the United
States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Section 408 permission process.

This commitment was added based on design activities that have occurred since the supplemental EA
was approved for public availability.
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61. Information regarding compliance with the project’s environmental commitments will be made publicly
available at appropriate milestones during the design and construction of the Phase I, Phase II, and
Phase Il contracts. At a minimum, information will be shared with the public through project website
updates, social media, e-newsletters, and the Project Advisory Committee.

This commitment was added in response to public comments.

62. ODOT will work with Hamilton County to establish appropriate timeframes to schedule meetings to
further discuss stormwater measures that are being developed in conjunction with the Metropolitan

Sewer District of Greater Cincinnati (MSD). ODOT anticipates these meetings will occur during the plan

development for Phases | and Il and during the proof-of-concept and project development portions of
the Phase Ill progressive design-build project.

This commitment was added based on comments provided by Hamilton County.
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Agency Comments and Responses

ID Name No. Comment Response Reference’

A-1 Hamilton County = A-1-1 01/25/2024 - As you know, the Hamilton ODOT and KYTC appreciate the Hamilton County Board Utilities (4.12.1)
Board of County Board of County Commissioners of Commissioners' support for the Brent Spence Bridge Onagoina Publi
Commissioners ("County") supports the implementation of the (BSB) Corridor Project. nc?%'tnﬁ]( hu h;C
and Hamilton Brent Spence Bridge Corridor Project Since 2012, ODOT has held multiple coordination Iannvolveamzn(t) o
County Engineer ("Project’). As you may further know, the meetings with the Metropolitan Sewer District of Greater (5.6)

County has a vested interest in preserving and
improving water quality. To uphold its
obligations, the County is requesting your
continued commitment to ensuring proper
stormwater management for the Project.

Cincinnati (MSD) and the Ohio Environmental Protection
Agency (OEPA) to discuss stormwater. These
coordination meetings were conducted in accordance with
the environmental commitments in the 2012
Environmental Assessment (EA) and Finding of No

The 2012 Mitigated Finding of No Significant Significant Impact (FONSI), have informed the impact
Impact for the Project ("Mitigated FONSI") analysis that is presented in the supplemental EA, and
outlined several environmental commitments have further defined the proposed drainage design for the
that must be fulfilled to meet the conditions of project.

federal agency approval. These commitments
include mitigating potential water quality
impacts by implementing best management
practices for stormwater management and
participating with the County to discuss,
investigate, and evaluate mutually beneficial

The supplemental EA includes the following
environmental commitment related to stormwater: “The
project will separate highway drainage from the existing
combined sewer system in Ohio, and ODOT will partner
with MSD to build infrastructure to drain directly to Mill
Creek and/or the Ohio River. Vegetated options for

arrangements. stormwater best management practices (BMPs) will be
The Project is in Cincinnati's hardened urban utilized to the maximum extent practicable. Given the
setting, which is particularly sensitive to water dense urban land use in the project area, the majority of
quality and quantity impacts. This makes it the stormwater BMP treatment requirements will be
even more crucial that all stakeholders work addressed via off site mitigation. ODOT will continue to
together to ensure the effectiveness of these coordinate off-site mitigation measures with OEPA as
environmental commitments. each project phase progresses through detailed design."
The County seeks to meet at appropriate Points of contact for Hamilton County have already been
intervals with ODOT to discuss storm water established through its membership on the BSB Corridor

management for the Project. | hope you agree, = Project Advisory Committee and its status as a

and | look forward to the opportunity to explore  participating agency during the environmental process. As

the ways in which we can work together to part of its commitment to ongoing coordination with local

achieve our shared goals. agencies, ODOT will work with Hamilton County to
establish appropriate timeframes to schedule meetings to
further discuss stormwater measures that are being
developed in conjunction with MSD.

Public Hearing
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ID Name No. Comment
A-1 Hamilton County = A-1-1 (cont.)
(cont.) Board of (cont.)

Commissioners
and Hamilton
County Engineer

Response Reference’

(cont.) (cont.)

ODOT anticipates these meetings will occur during the
plan development for Phases | and Il and during the proof-
of-concept and project development portions of the Phase
Il progressive design-build project.

(cont.)
The 2012 FONSI was not a mitigated FONSI.
A-2 Hamilton County = A-2-1 01/31/2024 - Comment consisted of a copy of a = Receipt of the resolution dated January 15, 2023 is N/A
Board of Resolution of the Hamilton County Board of acknowledged. Individual responses to each section of the

Commissioners

June 15, 2023.

County Commissioners Advocating for the
Continued Improvements in the Brent Spence
Bridge Corridor Project During the Progressive
Design-Build Process. The resolution is dated

resolution are provided below.

A-2-2 Be it resolved by the Hamilton County Board of
County Commissioners [on June 15, 2023]:

Section 1. That the Board of County

Commissioners ("Board") hereby expresses its
support for assessing all options to reclaim
additional land for community and economic
purposes throughout the BSBC; and that the
Board further encourages the Administration

and the County Engineer, through their

respective interactions and communications

with FHWA and ODOT, to advocate for
improvements throughout the existing

progressive design-build process that could
further reduce the width of the total needed
project right-of-way, streamline and reduce the

footprint of downtown entry/exit points,

enhance existing pedestrian and bicycle access

and safety, minimize the impact on the
County's air, water, and land resources,

especially to the broader sewer and stormwater
system, and potentially restore additional
developable land or greenspaces for public

use.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) meets the project Purpose and
purpose and need, which is to improve traffic flow and Need (2.)
level of service; improve safety; correct geometric
deficiencies; and maintain connections to key regional and
national transportation corridors. In addition, KYTC and (3.7)
ODOT have worked with local municipalities to )

incorporate several refinements to provide additional Public Comment
community benefits, including reducing the project Outcomes
footprint, improving multimodal access and connectivity, (5.1.2)
separating interstate stormwater runoff from existing

combined sewer systems, and freeing up land in the

project area for potential future development and/or public

space. KYTC and ODOT have also worked to avoid,

minimize, and mitigate the environmental impacts of the

project.

Future Design
Refinements

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) represents the base
design for the BSB Corridor Project. It is anticipated that
the design-build team for the Phase Il progressive
design-build contract will develop innovation concepts
(design refinements) that will be evaluated by KYTC and
ODOT. Innovations that improve project quality, reduce
costs, shorten schedule, support the design-build contract
objectives, and have support at the local level may be
incorporated into the project.

Public Hearing

BRIDGE CORRIDOR 7‘\‘ Agency Comments and Responses

Page A-3



ID Name No. Comment
A-2 Hamilton County = A-2-2 (cont.)
(=) (B;oard .Of . (cont) This includes reviewing and considering
ommissioners . . . X
(cont.) various innovative concepts submitted to

schedules.

ODOT while either maintaining or reducing the
current timelines, budget, and construction

Response

(cont.)

The following design-build contract objectives align with

the considerations listed in the commissioners' resolution

and will be considered during the evaluation of innovation

concepts:

- Building the project with a context sensitive design that
fits within the community;

- Maximizing the public investment in the project by
minimizing the footprint;

- Minimizing the footprint of the interstate system to
maximize potential developable space;

- Improving neighborhood connectivity across the
interstate;

- Achieving effective project delivery;

- Minimizing physical intrusion and impact;

- Creating best environmental outcomes; and

- Designing for sustained quality of life.

Reference'

(cont.)

A-2-3 Section 2. That the Board hereby directs the
Administration and encourages the County
Engineer to continue to advance these
concepts through a cooperative approach with
ODOT, while supporting and encouraging
efforts to explore the feasibility of additional

proposals.

When innovations are proposed, KYTC and ODOT wiill
share recommendations with key stakeholders such as
Hamilton County, and will gather feedback from local
agencies that may be affected by any changes. Each local
entity will be responsible for collecting feedback from
various entities within their respective organizations as part
of their review and comment process. This coordination is
expected to occur during the proof-of-concept portion of
the Phase Il progressive design-build contract.

Future Design
Refinements
(3.7)

Ongoing Public
and Stakeholder
Involvement
(5.6)

A-2-4 Section 3. That the Board hereby supports
efforts to ensure inclusion and equity in all
phases of the project including design,

construction, and workforce.

During the progressive design-build contract (Phase Il of
the BSB Corridor Project), KYTC and ODOT will establish
separate goals for disadvantaged business enterprise
(DBE) participation in both the design and construction
portions of the contract. KYTC and ODOT will also
develop an on-the-job training program to offer equal
opportunity for the training of minorities, women, and
disadvantaged persons to advance their skills toward
journeyperson status in the highway construction trades.
In addition, KYTC and ODOT will create a workforce
development plan to assist candidates seeking
employment in the transportation industry or on related
infrastructure projects.

Economy and
Employment
(4.1.6)

Public Hearing
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ID Name No. Comment
A-2 Hamilton County = A-2-4 (cont.)
(cont) Board of (cont.)
Commissioners
(cont.)

Response

(cont.)

In support of the initiatives described above, KYTC and
ODOT have formed a BSB Corridor Project Diversity &
Inclusion Outreach Committee, which allows local
practitioners and leaders to provide input about promoting
diversity and inclusion as part of the Phase Il contract.
For the Phase Ill progressive design-build contract, KYTC,
ODOT, and the design-build team will regularly engage
with the BSB Corridor Project Diversity & Inclusion
Outreach Committee to provide updates on the Diversity,
Inclusion, and Outreach Plan, with a specific focus on
contract requirements such as commercially useful
function and wages; goal attainment for DBE participation
and on-the-job training opportunities; and workforce
diversity requirements.

Reference'
(cont.)

A-2-5 Section 4. That the Board requests that the
Administration, in coordination with ODOT and
the Hamilton County Engineer, provide a report
to the Board on the outcome of ODOT's
evaluation of external proposals and any other

When KYTC, ODOT, and FHWA determine that an
innovation will be incorporated into the project, the public
will be informed of the decision. Information provided to
the public will include a description of the innovation, an
explanation of the expected benefits, and the rationale for

Public Hearings
(5.5)

Ongoing Public
and Stakeholder

public comments submitted for the BSBC the decision. zgvg)lvement
Project. This report should include information ) . ’
that could assist the County in achieving the Responses t_o publlq comments reCt_elved for the BSB
above-stated goals. Corridor Project during the preparation of the
supplemental EA are posted to the project website:
https://brentspencebridgecorridor.com/public-involvement-
and-comments/. KYTC and ODOT will respond in writing
to all comments received during the public availability of
the supplemental EA, including from public hearings
scheduled during that time. Once finalized, the responses
to comments will be made publicly available.
BRENT SPENCE /NVKAVD\  public Hearing
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ID Name No. Comment Response Reference’

A-3 Kentucky Energy = A-3-1 02/20/2024 - The Energy and Environment Receipt of the Kentucky state clearinghouse review State and
and Environment Cabinet serves as the state clearinghouse for comments is acknowledged. Responses to comments Federal Agency
Cabinet review of environmental documents generated from various state agencies are provided below. Coordination
pursuant to the National Environmental Policy (5.3)

Act (NEPA). Within the Cabinet, the
Commissioner’s Office in the Department for
Environmental Protection coordinates the
review for Kentucky state agencies. We
received your letter requesting an environmental
review for this project. We have reviewed the
document and provided comments below.

Participating &
Cooperating
Agencies (5.4)

A-3-2 | 02/20/2024 - Division of Water: The water The project includes environmental commitments that Drinking Water
supply section has the following comments on require the resident engineer and contractor to develop (4.2.7)
the proposed project: The proposed project will =~ best management practices (BMPs) prior to onsite
impact Source Water Protection (SWP) Zone 2  activities to ensure continuous erosion control to protect
for Louisville Water Company (KY0560258) water quality throughout the construction and post-
and Zone 3 for Northern Kentucky Water construction period, which will help to prevent, reduce, or

District (KY0590220). SWP zones are based on = eliminate stormwater runoff, soil erosion, and movement

potential time of travel of a contaminant to the of nutrients, bacteria, and contaminants into unprotected

drinking water intake and are defined as waterways that may pose threats to public drinking water

follows: Zone 1 (Critical Zone/Less than 1 hour | supplies.

Time of Travel); Zone 2 (Zone of . . .

Responsibility/1 hour to 5 hour Time of Travel) In add_ltlon, the prOJect_ includes an envllronmentall

Zone 3 (Zone of Potential Impact/2.5 to 12.5 commltr_nent that requires the preparation of a Spill _

hour Time of Travel). Prevention Control and Countermeasures Plan that is
acceptable to KYTC, ODOT, and the Kentucky

Surface Water Protection should include best Department for Environmental Protection (DEP). This plan
management practices or BMP’s that prevent, will define, at minimum, protocols for the managing,
reduce, or eliminate storm water runoff, soil handling, and disposing of oil spills, including contact with
erosion, and movement of nutrients, bacteria, emergency response personnel, safety data sheets, and

and contaminants into unprotected waterways  copies of agreements with agencies that would be part of
that may pose threats to public drinking water 3 spill-response effort. The plan will also outline

supplies. It should also include contingency communication protocols to ensure proper and timely
planning strategies if protective measures fail notification of nearby public drinking water supplies in the
or accidents and/or disasters occur and event of a spill, including the source water protection

emergency response planning for water supply  zones for the Louisville Water Company (KY0560258) and

contamination or service interruption. Examples  the Northern Kentucky Water District (KY0590220).
can be referenced here:

https://www.epa.gov/sourcewaterprotection/sou
rce-water- protection-practices or
https://eec.ky.gov/Environmental-
Protection/Water/Protection/Pages/SWP.aspx

Public Hearing
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ID Name No. Comment Response Reference’

A-3 Kentucky Energy = A-3-3 | 02/20/2024 - Kentucky Transportation Cabinet = The project includes environmental commitments to obtain = Permits (4.15)
(cont.) | and Environment is exempt from state stream construction floodplain/floodway permits before construction activities
Cabinet permitting for highway projects, but must self- impacting floodplains/floodways occur — floodplain permits
(cont.) enforce to meet all FEMA requirements. Local from the City of Cincinnati and the City of Covington and a
floodplain permitting is still required. See Conditional Letter of Map Revision (CLOMR)/Letter of
https://eec.ky.gov/Environmental- Map Revision (LOMR) from the Federal Emergency

Protection/Water/FloodDrought/Documents/Flo =~ Management Agency (FEMA) for regulated floodways.
odplainCoordinatorsList.pdf for local floodplain
coordinators.

A-3-4 02/20/2024 - This project will require a water The project contains an environmental commitment that Permits (4.15)
quality certification from the Division of Water. project-related activities affecting jurisdictional wetlands or
See the following page for information on streams will not commence until the Section 401 Water
permitting procedures: Quality Certification through the Kentucky Division of
https://eec.ky.gov/Environmental- Water is issued.

Protection/Water/PermitCert/WQ401Cert/Page
s/Apply-for-Certification.aspx

A-3-5  02/20/2024 - The Water Quality Branch has no | The Division of Water: Water Quality Branch review and Wetlands (4.2.1)
comments. determination of no comments has been included in the

project record. Streams and

Rivers (4.2.2)

State and
Federal Agency
Coordination

(5.3)
A-3-6  02/20/2024 - The proposed work is endorsed The project contains an environmental commitment to Drinking Water
by the Groundwater Section of the Watershed develop a groundwater protection plan for the protection (4.2.7)

Management Branch. However, the proposed of groundwater in accordance with Title 401 of the
work is located in an area with a high potential Kentucky Administrative Regulations, Chapter 5,

for karst development where groundwater is Regulation 37 (401 KAR 5:037). The plan will include the
susceptible to direct contamination from installation, construction, operation or abandonment of
surface activities. It is our recommendation that = wells, bore holes or core holes, and other applicable
proposed work be made aware of the project activities, as defined in 401 KAR 5:037. If
requirements of 401 KAR 5:037 and the need groundwater monitoring wells are constructed, modified,
to develop a Groundwater Protection Plan or abandoned in Kentucky, the work will be conducted in
(GPP) for the protection of groundwater accordance with 401 KAR 6:350.

resources within that area.

Public Hearing
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ID Name No. Comment Response Reference’

A-3 Kentucky Energy = A-3-7 | 02/20/2024 - Field Operations Branch has no The Division of Water: Field Operations Branch review State and
(cont.)  and Environment comments. and determination of no comments has been included in Federal Agency
Cabinet the project record. Coordination
(cont.) (5.3)
A-3-8  02/20/2024 - Director's Office has no The Director’s Office review and determination of no State and
comments. comments has been included in the project record. Federal Agency
Coordination
(5.3)
A-3-9  02/20/2024 - Division of Enforcement: An The Kentucky Division of Enforcement’s endorsement of State and
Environmental Assessment (EA) was prepared  the Brent Spence Bridge Corridor Project has been Federal Agency
for the Brent Spence Bridge (BSB) Corridor included in the project record. Coordination
Project in March 2012, and the Federal (5.3)

Highway Administration (FHWA) approved a
Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) on
August 9, 2012. Reevaluations completed in
2015 and 2018 concluded that the 2012 FONSI
remained valid. This supplemental EA has
been prepared by FHWA, the Kentucky
Transportation Cabinet (KYTC), and the Ohio
Department of Transportation (ODOT). It
assesses updated regulatory requirements,
changed site conditions, design refinements to
the previously selected alternative, impact
changes (mostly reductions), further developed
environmental commitments (enhancements
and mitigation), and additional National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) reevaluation
and coordination efforts that have occurred
since the 2012 EA/FONSI. This supplemental
EA is intended to provide an analysis of
potential impacts of refined project activities
that were not expressly included in the
approved 2012 EA/FONSI.

The Kentucky Division of Enforcement
endorses this project.

BRENT SPENCE VAV  public Hearing
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ID Name No. Comment Response Reference’

A-3 Kentucky Energy  A-3-10 = 02/20/2024 - Division for Air Quality: The The Division for Air Quality review and determination of no = Air Quality (4.6)
(cont.) | and Environment Division for Air Quality does not have any comments has been included in the project record. Stat d
Cabinet comments on this project as it is presented. ate an
Federal Agency
(cont.) o
Coordination
(5.3)
A-3-11  02/20/2024 - Division of Waste Management: In 2022, KYTC prepared an ESA Screening 2022 Regulated
Based on the information provided by the Reevaluation (KY) (July 2022) for the portions of the Materials -
applicant for this project: Underground Storage = project in Kentucky. A search of available environmental Kentucky (4.4.1)
Tank (UST) Branch records indicate the records was conducted by generating Environmental Data
following underground storage tank site issues | Resources, Inc. Radius Map Reports to identify whether
identified within the project impact area: [A additional releases had occurred since the original
database list of active and closed underground = Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) Screening was
storage tank sites was provided.] completed in April 2007. Releases that occurred prior to

April 2007 were disregarded, as they were captured in the
original ESA Screening. In addition, properties that are not
within or immediately adjacent to the construction limits for
Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) were not evaluated
further. Properties with releases that occurred since April

If any UST’s are encountered during the project
construction, they should be reported to
KDWM. Any UST issues or questions should
be directed to the UST Branch.

Superfund Branch records indicate the 2007 were further reviewed to determine if Phase | ESA is
following superfund site issues identified within ~ recommended. In addition, the U.S. Environmental
the project impact area: [A database list of Protection Agency Underground Storage Tank Finder GIS

records was provided.] Any superfund issues or = application was reviewed to determine if leaking
questions should be directed to the Superfund underground storage tanks were present within the study
Branch. limits.

Solid Waste Branch records indicate no active Based on the results of the 2022 ESA screening, Phase |l
or historic landfill sites within the project impact = ESAs will be conducted at 666 West 3 Street and 550

area. Solid Waste Branch records indicate the ~ Pike Street in Covington, Kentucky as required by the
following sites within the project impact area: [A = Comprehensive, Environmental Response, Compensation

database list of records was provided.] Any and Liability Act (1980) as amended by the Superfund
solid waste issues or questions should be Amendments and Reauthorization Act (1986). Only areas
directed to the Solid Waste Branch. of construction/utility disturbances of 3 feet or greater in

depth will be assessed.
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ID Name No. Comment Response Reference’

A-3 Kentucky Energy = A-3-11 | (cont.) (cont.) (cont.)
[Eoil o .Enwronment (cont) Hazardous Waste Branch records indicate the The progressive design-build contract for Phase Ill of the

Cabinet . ) . " . X i .

(cont.) following hazardous waste issues identified Brent Spence Bridge Corridor Project, which

within the project impact area: [A database list encompasses all Kentucky portions of the project,

of records was provided.] Any hazardous waste = requires the contractor to prepare a Regulated Materials
issues or questions should be directed to the Management Plan that provides specific guidance for
Hazardous Waste Branch. managing, handling, and disposing of regulated materials
that may be encountered within the right-of-way and for
protecting the health and safety of all on-site personnel
and the public in accordance with all applicable local,
state and federal regulations. The Regulated Materials
Management Plan will also define procedures for
managing both known and unknown regulated materials

Recycling and Local Assistance (RLA) Branch
records indicate the following RLA tracked
open dump sites within the project impact area:
[A database list of records was provided.] Any
questions or issues should be directed to the

RLA Branch. encountered during the design and construction of the
All solid waste generated by this project must project. The progressive design-build contract also
be disposed of at a permitted facility. requires the contractor to perform a regulated materials
. inspection on buildings, bridges, and other structures to
If asbestos, lead paint and/or other _ be demolished and to follow all applicable local, state, and
contaminants are encountered during this federal requirements for handling and disposing of
project contact the Division of Waste regulated materials identified during inspections.

Management for proper disposal and closure.

The information provided is based on those
facilities or sites that KDWM currently has in its
database. If you would like additional
information on any of these facilities or sites,
you may contact the file room custodian at
(502) 782-6357. Please keep in mind additional
locations of releases, potential contamination or
waste facilities may be present but unknown to
the agency. Therefore, it is recommended that
appropriate precautions be taken during
construction activities. Please report any
evidence of illegal waste disposal facilities and
releases of hazardous substances, pollutants,
contaminants or petroleum to the 24-hour
Environmental Response Team at 1-800-928-
2380.
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ID Name No. Comment

A-3 Kentucky Energy = A-3-12 | 02/20/2024 - Kentucky Nature Preserves: Your

(cont.) | and Environment project might have the potential of impacting
Cabinet federally or state listed species and natural
(cont.) communities. Go to the Kentucky Biological

Assessment Tool (kynaturepreserves.org) to
obtain a Standard Occurrence Report for
information regarding listed species known
within your project area. The report will also
provide information on public and private
conservation lands, areas of biodiversity
significance, and other natural resources in
your project area for which the Office of
Kentucky Nature Preserves maintains data.

Response

In 2022, KYTC and ODOT evaluated the areas to be
impacted by Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) for
federally listed species and documented the findings in a
Biological Assessment (October 2022). In 2022, ODOT
conducted new ecological surveys in the areas to be
impacted by Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) to
evaluate effects on state listed species and documented
the results in a Level 1 Ecological Survey Report (OH)
(October 2022). The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS) concurred with the findings of the Biological
Assessment and determined that the requirements of
Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act have been
fulfilled. The project includes environmental commitments
to avoid, minimize, and mitigate impacts to federally and
state threatened and endangered species.

In Kentucky, formal coordination for threatened or
endangered species only occurs with USFWS. The
Commonwealth of Kentucky does not require formal
coordination with state agencies for threatened or
endangered species. While both the Kentucky Department
of Fish and Wildlife Resources (KDFWR) and the Office of
Kentucky Nature Preserves (OKNP) have programs that
manage and protect vulnerable wildlife species and their
habitat, neither agency regulates nor oversees KYTC
activities. As part of its normal project development
process, KYTC notifies OKNP of proposed projects,
including the estimated schedule and anticipated impacts,
but no response is required. KYTC notified KDFWR and
OKNP about the project through the participating agency
coordination process. OKNP declined the invitation to be a
participating agency; therefore, KYTC’s normal
coordination process with OKNP is fulfilled.

Reference'

Threatened and
Endangered
Species (4.2.4)
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ID Name No. Comment Response Reference’

A-3 Kentucky Energy = A-3-13 | 02/20/2024 - This review is based upon the This comment is acknowledged and included in the State and

(cont.) | and Environment information that was provided by the applicant. = project record. Federal Agency
Cabinet An endorsement of this project does not satisfy, Coordination
(cont.) or imply, the acceptance or issuance of any (5.3)

permits, certifications or approvals that may be
required from this agency under Kentucky
Revised Statutes or Kentucky Administrative
Regulations. Such endorsement means this
agency has found no major concerns from the
review of the proposed project as presented
other than those stated as conditions or
comments. If you should have any questions,
please contact me at (502) 782-0863 or e-mail

Participating &
Cooperating
Agencies (5.4)

Louanna.Aldridge@ky.gov.
A-4 u.S. A-4-1 03/05/2024 - The U.S. Environmental Receipt of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's State and
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has reviewed the letter is acknowledged. Responses to comments are Federal Agency
Protection Agency Federal Highway Administration’s (FHWA) provided below. Coordination
Draft Supplemental Environmental Assessment (5.3)

(DSEA) for the aforementioned project. The Participating &
non-Federal sponsors for this study are the c P ti 9
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet (KYTC) and Aoope.ra |ng4
the Ohio Department of Transportation gencies (5.4)
(ODOQOT). This letter provides EPA’s comments

on the DSEA pursuant to the National

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Council

on Environmental Quality’s (CEQ) NEPA

Implementing Regulations (40 CFR Parts 1500-

1508), and Section 309 of the Clean Air Act.

The Brent Spence Bridge (BSB) corridor

consists of 7.8 total miles of Interstate 71 and

Interstate 75 from south of Dixie Highway (US-

25) in Kentucky to north of the Western Hills

Viaduct in Ohio. The primary features of the

project include:

* Reconstructing I-71/1-75 and adding one lane

in each direction;

* Rebuilding the overpass bridges and

interchanges in the corridor and adding a new

exit at Ezzard Charles Drive in Ohio;

BRENT SPENCE AVAAVD\  Public Hearing
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ID Name No. Comment Response Reference’

A-4 u.s. A-4-1 (cont.) (cont.) (cont.)
(cont.) | Environmental (cont.)
Protection Agency
(cont.)

« Constructing a collector-distributor (C-D)
roadway system between West 121"
Street/Martin Luther King (MLK) Jr. Boulevard
in Kentucky and Ezzard Charles Drive in Ohio;
 Extending frontage roads connecting Pike
Street to West 4™ Street and West 5™ Street in
Kentucky;

» Adding C-D lanes between Dixie Highway
(US-25) and Kyles Lane (KY-1072) in
Kentucky;

 Rehabilitating and reconfiguring the existing
double-decker BSB to carry three lanes of local
traffic on each deck as part of the C-D roadway
system;

+ Building a new double-decker companion
bridge west of the existing BSB to carry five
lanes of through (interstate) traffic on each
deck; and

* Adding sidewalks and shared-use paths on
local streets that are parallel to or cross the
interstate and incorporating aesthetic
treatments throughout the corridor.

An Environmental Assessment was originally
prepared for the Brent Spence Bridge (BSB)
Corridor Project in March 2012, and FHWA
approved a Finding of No Significant Impact
(FONSI) on August 9, 2012. Reevaluations
completed in 2015 and 2018 concluded that the
2012 FONSI remained valid. The DSEA
assesses updated regulatory requirements,
changed site conditions, design refinements to
the previously selected alternative, impact
changes (mostly reductions), further developed
environmental commitments (enhancements
and mitigation), and NEPA reevaluation and
coordination efforts that have occurred since
the 2012 EA/FONSI. The DSEA focuses on
analysis of the potential impacts of refined
project activities that were not expressly
included in the approved 2012 EA/FONSI.
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ID Name No. Comment Response Reference’

A-4 u.S. A-4-1 (cont.) (cont.) (cont.)
(cont.) | Environmental (cont.)
Protection Agency
(cont.)

The purpose and need for the BSB Corridor
Project is unchanged from what was presented
in the approved 2012 EA/FONSI. The 2012 EA/
FONSI identified Alternative | as the selected
alternative for the BSB Corridor Project. Since
the 2012 EA/FONSI, the project’s design has
been refined to incorporate value engineering
and practical design features, accommodate
changed site conditions, to reflect updated
design criteria, and to respond to feedback
from the public and local agencies. The
refinements incorporated into the project,
designated collectively as Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W), reduce the project footprint,
improve the project’s functionality, create no
new impacts, and do not substantially change
the key design components included in the
2012 EA/FONSI.

EPA Region 5 and EPA Region 4 have both
been involved in review of the Brent Spence
Bridge corridor project since 2006; Region 5
has been the lead office coordinating and
providing our shared agency comments. EPA
initially agreed to be a participating agency for
this project on August 9, 2006. EPA previously
provided scoping comments on a proposed
Draft EIS for this project on October 19, 2006.
Additional EPA comments were provided June
8, 2009; September 24, 2010; and May 25,
2012. For the last several years, EPA has also
participated in monthly BSB Federal agency
coordination meetings. We appreciate the
detailed interagency coordination and project
transparency that FHWA, KYTC, and ODOT
have undertaken during development of the
DSEA.
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ID Name No. Comment Response Reference’
A-4 u.S. A-4-1 (cont.) (cont.) (cont.)
B2 Enwror_lmental (cont.) In November 2023, EPA reviewed an
Protection Agency o ) X
(cont.) admlnlstratw_e draft version of the Supplemental
EA and provided comments on the document to
FHWA. EPA’s comments and concerns raised
during the review of the administrative DSEA
were addressed in the publicly released 2024
DSEA. EPA offers two additional comments on
the DSEA as follows:
A-4-2 03/05/2024 - Section 6 - ENVIRONMENTAL Commitments 8.c., 8.f., 8.m., 8.n., and 8.0. in Section 6. Terrestrial

COMMITMENTS DISCUSSION provides a
summary of the extensive environmental
commitments to be undertaken. Page 138 of
the DSEA discusses how the expected removal
of up to 90 acres of forested habitat will result
in the loss of potential foraging or maternity
areas for the Indiana bat, the northern long-
eared bat, and the tricolored bat. The removal
of up to 4.38 acres of riparian habitat will result
in the loss of potential foraging areas for the
gray bat. Measures incorporated into the
project to minimize and mitigate impacts to
threatened or endangered bat species will also
minimize and mitigate impacts to terrestrial
habitat. These include minimizing tree removal
and mitigating habitat loss in Kentucky through
a contribution to the Imperiled Bat Conservation
Fund (IBCF). The IBCF will offset project-
related impacts to terrestrial habitats by
acquiring and protecting forested habitat,
providing habitat management and
improvement, and providing focused research
and monitoring efforts.

Recommendation for the Final Supplemental
EA: Add an environmental commitment in
Section 6 to minimize tree removal and mitigate
habitat loss in Kentucky by contributing to the
Imperiled Bat Conservation Fund (IBCF) in
Section 6.

and ES-Table Il of the supplemental Environmental
Assessment (EA) are related to minimizing tree removal.
Commitment 8.b. in Section 6. and ES-Table Il of the
supplemental EA requires the mitigation of habitat loss in
Kentucky through a contribution to the Imperiled Bat
Conservation Fund (IBCF).

Habitat (4.2.3)
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A-4 u.S. A-4-3  03/05/2024 - Section 4.1.7 — Executive Order 14096 — “Revitalizing our Nation’s Environmental
(cont.) | Environmental ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE DISCUSSION Commitment to Environmental justice for All” was enacted = Justice (4.1.7)
Protection Agency quotes an outdated definition of Environmental = on April 21, 2023. Executive Order 14096 on
(cont.) Justice. Page 69 of the DSEA states, environmental justice does not rescind Executive Order

“Environmental Justice is the fair treatment and = 12898 — “Federal Actions to Address Environmental
meaningful involvement of all people regardless = Justice in Minority Populations and Low-Income

of race, color, national origin, or income with Populations,” which has been in effect since February 11,
respect to the development, implementation, 1994 and is currently implemented through U.S.

and enforcement of environmental laws, Department of Transportation Order 5610.2 C. This
regulations, and policies.” implementation will continue until further guidance is

provided regarding the implementation of the new

Recommendation for the Final Supplemental Executive Order 14096 on environmental justice.

EA: Replace the definition of environmental
justice with the current definition of
environmental justice provided in Section 2 of
Executive Order 14096 - Revitalizing Our
Nation's Commitment to Environmental Justice
for All, which is as follows:

“Environmental justice means the just treatment
and meaningful involvement of all people,
regardless of income, race, color, national
origin, Tribal affiliation, or disability, in agency
decision-making and other Federal activities
that affect human health and the environment
so that people:

i. are fully protected from disproportionate and
adverse human health and environmental
effects (including risks) and hazards, including
those related to climate change, the cumulative
impacts of environmental and other burdens,
and the legacy of racism or other structural or
systemic barriers; and

ii. have equitable access to a healthy,
sustainable, and resilient environment in which
to live, play, work, learn, grow, worship, and
engage in cultural and subsistence practices.”
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A-4 u.s. A-4-4  03/05/2024 - EPA recognizes the ongoing FHWA will notify the U.S. Environmental Protection Participating &

(cont.) | Environmental efforts FHWA, KYTC, and ODOT have Agency when the final supplemental EA and NEPA Cooperating
Protection Agency undertaken to respond to EPA’s comments, decision document are released using the method listed in =~ Agencies (5.4)
(cont.) and we acknowledge FHWA'’s willingness to the comment.

coordinate with EPA and other state and
Federal resource agencies. We appreciate the
ongoing and open communication our agencies
have had to resolve EPA’s concerns and
improve environmental outcomes as this
project has progressed.

Thank you for the opportunity to review and
provide comments on the SDEA. When the
Final Supplemental EA and NEPA decision
document are released, please notify our office
electronically at RSNEPA@epa.gov. If you
have any questions about this letter or wish to
discuss our comments further, please contact
the lead NEPA Reviewer, Liz Pelloso, at 312-
886-7425 or via email at pelloso.liz@epa.gov.

A-5 City of Cincinnati = A-5-1 03/06/2024 - The City of Cincinnati has The design speed of the collector-distributor roadway Design Criteria
reviewed the Supplemental Environmental system is governed by several factors, including the (3.4)
Assessment for the Brent Spence Bridge statutory speed limit of the roadway, Federal Highway Future Design
Corridor Project dated January 12, 2024 and Administration (FHWA) interstate policy, ODOT and KYTC Refinements
offer the following comments: design standards, and performance-based design (3.7)

principles. The collector-distributor roadway system is
part of the mainline interstate; therefore, the collector-
distributor roadway design will be evaluated based on 55
mph speeds. During detailed design of Phase Il of the
Brent Spence Bridge Corridor Project, the final geometry
and design speeds of the collector-distributor roadways
will be established in accordance with ODOT, KYTC, and
FHWA requirements and procedures. Ramp connections
with local streets are being designed as lower-speed
urban roadways, which will encourage drivers to
decelerate to safe speeds prior to reaching bicycle and
pedestrian crossings.

In the 2012 EA/FONSI, the design speed for
the C-D roads was 50 mph. The design speed
for the C-D roads in Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W) was increased to 55 mph. The
City would request the design speed for the C-
D roads to remain at 50 mph or even lowered
to 45 mph (10 mph lower than the mainline).
The C-D roads are the connectors from the
interstate to the local road networks. Slower
design speeds will help control speeds of
vehicles entering and exiting the local roadway
system, which better helps address other goals
of the SEA, including improved pedestrian and
cyclist safety.
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A-5 City of Cincinnati = A-5-1 (cont.) (cont.) (cont.)
(cont)  (cont) (cont) As a Participating Agency, the City of Cincinnati = One of the design-build contract objectives that will be
values the relationship with ODOT and looks considered during the evaluation of innovation concepts
forward to continuing to collaborate on this includes building the project with a context sensitive
project to ensure its success. design that fits within the community. Consistent with that
objective, the design of the ramps from the collector-
distributor system to the local street network will be further
evaluated during the innovation period to develop designs
that promote traffic calming and lower speeds as vehicles
enter the urban core and connect to the local street
network.
A-6 City of Covington = A-6-1 03/08/2024 - We have reviewed the The supplemental Environmental Assessment (EA) has Purpose and

Supplemental Environmental Assessment
(SEA) issued by the Federal Highway

Administration with the Kentucky and Ohio
state departments of transportation for the

Brent Spence Bridge Corridor Project. We have

some observations and general comments

regarding the Supplemental EA and its findings.

Please understand that our comments are
focused on making the project the best it can
be for the next 100 years, and minimizing and
mitigating the adverse impacts and effects of
the federal action, so that they may be
considered adequately managed and mitigated
to a level of non-significance within the City.

In this letter and attachment we offer a plan to
keep the project keep moving forward without
delay, while still allowing me to assure our
citizens and stakeholders that concerns about
impacts and effects will be adequately
addressed as part of the progressive design-
build process.

We recognize and rely on our constructive,
collaborative working relationship with the
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet, which has
already yielded great results in several specific
issues important to the City and moving certain
impacts and effects to the "not significant”
category, or on the way to that outcome.

been prepared consistent with Title 23 of the Code of
Federal Regulations (CFR) sections 771.129 and 771.130
and assesses updated regulatory requirements, changed
site conditions, design refinements to the previously
selected alternative, impact changes (mostly reductions),
further environmental commitments (enhancements and
mitigation), and additional National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) reevaluation and coordination efforts that
have occurred since the 2012 Environmental Assessment
(EA) and Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI). The
supplemental EA is intended to provide an analysis of
potential impacts of refined project activities that were not
expressly included in the approved 2012 EA/FONSI. All of
the environmental studies prepared for the 2012 EA have
been reexamined and updated to meet current state and
federal requirements. These include:

- An Environmental Justice Analysis Report (January
2024) to assess the project's effects on environmental
justice populations.

- A Socioeconomic Technical Report (January 2024) to
assess the effects of Refined Alternative | (Concept
I-W) on older adults, individuals with limited English
proficiency, adults with disabilities, and zero-car
households.

Need (2.)

Neighborhood
and Community
Cohesion
(4.1.2)

Travel Patterns
and Access
(4.1.4)

Environmental
Justice (4.1.7)

Socioeconomic
Groups (4.1.8)

History/
Architecture
Resources
(4.5.2)

Cumulative
Effects (4.10.2)

Construction
Impacts (4.11)

Utilities (4.12.1)

Local Agency
Coordination
(5.1.2)
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ID Name No. Comment
A-6 City of Covington = A-6-1 (cont.)
(cont.) | (cont.) (cont.)

KYTC Transportation Secretary Jim Gray and
Governor Andy Beshear deserve outstanding

Response
(cont.)

A Cultural Historic Survey Report (October 2022) and a
Cultural Historic Survey Report Addendum (May 2023)

Reference'
(cont.)

Ongoing Public
and Stakeholder

leadership credit for recognizing the to evaluate historic resources in the Kentucky portions  Involvement
challenging condition this project presents for of the project's area of potential effects. (5.6)
the City and providing the policy support for - A Section 106 Programmatic Agreement that specifies ¢ .. )
"better" now being forwarded by KYTC's mitigation measures for the Lewisburg Historic District. < - 2
accomplished project staff in partnership with - A Willow Run Storm Water Separation Feasibility Study (6.0 and ES-
the City. Again, we recognize and are grateful Report (December 2022) to evaluate alternative Tébl ell)
for this collaborative relationship. drainage layouts for storm and sanitary separation
. - A June 15, 2022 Memorandum of Understanding
To that end, the SEA document recognizes and f
emphasizes the understanding between KYTC gtgar(zlgg the {VE’?: It-"rocei-s:s betweentKYTtCJ and ﬂgf
and the City have to work together tl y o :)vmg on tha cotn a'.?.s ctqmml n:jen s.r?gar Ing
cooperatively and in good faith "to identify and stormwater management, mitigation, and maintehance,
address the City's concerns during the evaluatlop of trafﬂp |mpactls bo.th during aqd a.fter
proposed Reevaluation process and to ensure ponstr.ucu_on, funding for h'Stf).r'C prese_rvat!on, .
that the Project decisions and mitigation |de_nt|f|cat|on of cpntext sens!tlvg solutlons,_eva!uatlon
commitments, as embodied in the EA and of |mpapts to enwronmeptal ju_st|ce populatlons,_and
FONSI and the outcome of the Reevaluation evaluation of the project’s environmental commitments.
process, remain consistent with the The analysis documented in the supplemental EA has not
requirements of NEPA... ", including in the identified any significant effects resulting from Refined
categories of stormwater management and Alternative | (Concept I-W). Environmental commitments
mitigation, traffic impacts, historic preservation, = have been incorporated into the project to minimize and
environmental commitments, context-sensitive  mitigate unavoidable impacts and to provide additional
design, and underserved populations.” enhancements for local communities.
This is a welcome and powerful understanding  Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) meets the project
that we know can yield great outcomes for both | purpose and need, which is to improve traffic flow and
KYTC and the City, as well as for FHWA and its | level of service; improve safety; correct geometric
many policy priorities targeted at "doing better". = deficiencies; and maintain connections to key regional and
In fact, some great successes have already national transportation corridors.
come forward from this understanding and
relationship.
BRENT SPENCE_ AVEVN  public Hearing
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ID Name No. Comment Response Reference’
A-6 City of Covington = A-6-1 (cont.) (cont.) (cont.)
(cont) | (cont) (cont.) But this a long duration project with a long KYTC has worked collaboratively with the City of
operational life. It is likely that many or even Covington to minimize impacts, develop mitigation
most of the principals and key project staff in measures for the Lewisburg Historic District and the
today's deliberations of impacts and effects, Goebel Park Complex, and minimize temporary
and management strategies required and construction impacts. In addition, KYTC has worked with
mitigation commitments made, will have moved | the City of Covington to improve the project’s design and
on during the course of project delivery. So it incorporate several enhancements, including reducing the
seems beneficial to restate and reinforce for the = project footprint; building noise/visual screening barriers
record what needs to happen, and ensure that above and beyond the requirements of the KYTC noise
an outcome condition of "no significant impact"  policy; incorporating aesthetic treatments throughout the
is upheld. corridor; improving the drainage design; and separating all
As you know, nearly 30% of the total length of goter;]rgitgtez r: gvc\;fefrw;;zteer%rqect area from the existing
this $3.6 Billion mega project runs right through ’
the City of Covington and along some of its Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will build new and
most densely populated and historic reconstruct existing sidewalks, shared-use paths, and
neighborhoods. These same areas were bicycle lanes on local streets that are parallel to or cross
massively disrupted and bifurcated by the I-71/1-75. These improvements will increase the options
original construction of 1-75 though Covington available to pedestrians and bicyclists, which will enhance
in the | 960's. Part of our "better" expectations community connectivity along and across the |-71/I-75
for the current freeway expansion project are to = corridor and may improve access to transit, employment,
do all we can to mitigate impacts and long-term  healthcare, cultural, recreational, and commercial
effects to these remaining neighborhoods and destinations. At Pike Street and West 12" Street/MLK Jr.
help effectively reconnect long-separated parts | Boulevard, the project will improve connections to the
of the City. Lewisburg neighborhood, which was left isolated from
greater Covington by the original interstate construction.
Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is anticipated to have
a net benefit to community cohesion due to the
incorporation of aesthetic enhancements, multimodal
facilities, noise reduction measures, and drainage
improvements.
When considered with other past, present, and reasonably
foreseeable projects, Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W)
is expected to result in a minor contribution to cumulative
impacts.
Public Hearing
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ID

A-6
(cont.)

Name

City of Covington
(cont.)

No.

A-6-1
(cont.)

Comment

(cont.)

Reference'
(cont.)

Response
(cont.)

KYTC and ODOT will continue to coordinate with
appropriate local city, county, planning, and transit
agencies throughout the procurement, final design, and
construction phases of the project. Ongoing public and
stakeholder involvement is documented in the Public
Involvement Summary (January 2024). Planned
coordination with the City of Covington includes gathering
feedback during the evaluation of innovation concepts,
coordinating emergency response access to the collector-
distributor and mainline interstate roadways; implementing
measures to mitigate adverse effects to the Lewisburg
Historic District; conducting noise abatement public
meetings and surveys; gathering feedback on the use of
transparent noise barriers; coordinating aesthetic
treatments; coordinating with new master planning efforts
for the Goebel Park Complex, the schedule for
construction activities affecting the complex, and the
transfer of replacement land within the complex; and
coordinating construction activities and schedules.

A-6-2  03/08/2024 - We suggest the following as a

good path:

Environmental
Commitments

The final NEPA decision for the Brent Spence Bridge
(BSB) Corridor Project will include a final, comprehensive

. list of environmental commitments incorporated into the (6. and ES-

a).The.NEﬁ’A document, and FON.S'fW"h A project. 23 CFR § 771.109(b)(1) requires that KYTC and  Table Il)
;Z\Ict:ﬁig??nlitiszgizsnu%%aqfi?rzjsatc(?’csre;rr:éi)recf?et:tg in ODOT, in cooperation with FHWA, are responsible for
Covington isg"not finished" aF: this point in time @mplementing mitigation measures stated_ as commitments
but will be tackled and updated as desian ’ in the_ supplemental EA and the final enwronmental_

f ¢ d bett P ¢ I 9 decision documents unless FHWA approves of their
refinements and betterments evolve, asa deletion or modification in writing. FHWA will ensure that
purposeful part of the Progressw_e Design-Build this is accomplished as a part of its stewardship and
process, on the strength of the City/KYTC oversight responsibilities
understanding, with the required goal being "no '
significant impacts" as an outcome. This will The analysis documented in the supplemental EA has not
allow our collaborative team to dig into these identified any significant effects resulting from Refined
issues most effectively "when the time is right". = Alternative | (Concept I-W) as proposed. FHWA will make
The SEA needs to state that some impacts or the final NEPA determination based on the information
effects may need to be modified or added along = and analyses presented in the supplemental EA and the
the way as information becomes available. outcome of the comments received during the public

availability period for the supplemental EA.
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ID Name No. Comment Response Reference’

A-6 City of Covington = A-6-2  (cont.) (cont.) (cont.)

(cont) | (cont) (cont.) The BSB Corridor Project has been designated a Major
Project by FHWA. As such, Title 23 of the United States
Code section 106(h)(2) requires the development of a
Project Management Plan. For more information about
Project Management Plans, please visit:
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/majorprojects/pmp/index.cfm.
KYTC, ODOT, and FHWA have developed a Project
Management Plan for the BSB Corridor Project, which will
be updated as the project phases advance. Among other
items, the Project Management Plan establishes protocols
for environmental compliance monitoring.

Per the BSB Corridor Project Management Plan, ODOT
and KYTC will meet all commitments and project-specific
mitigation and enhancement items included in the
project’s environmental clearance. The ODOT project
managers for the Phase I, II, and Il contracts and the
KYTC project manager for the Phase Il contract will track
and enforce implementation of the environmental
commitments listed in the supplemental EA and the final
environmental decision documents. Compliance with the
environmental mitigation and enhancement commitments
for the BSB Corridor Project will be evaluated and
documented at the conclusion of the final design and
construction phases of each contract.

The project mitigation measures and environmental
commitments (including permits) will be reviewed at the
pre-construction meetings with ODOT’s construction staff,
KYTC’s construction staff, and the contractors. The BSB
Corridor Project will be reviewed during construction by
ODOQT'’s district staff and KYTC'’s district staff to ensure
that the mitigation measures and environmental
commitments are carried out and to determine if additional
mitigation measures and environmental commitments are
needed. In addition, monthly status reports submitted to
FHWA will include updates on mitigation measure and
environmental commitment monitoring and status.

Information regarding compliance with the project’s
environmental commitments will be made publicly
available at appropriate milestones during the design and
construction of the Phase |, Phase Il, and Phase lll contracts.
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A-6 City of Covington = A-6-3  03/08/2024 - b) During the implementation of Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) represents the base Future Design
(cont.) | (cont.) the Progressive Design-Build process changes  design for the BSB Corridor Project. It is anticipated that Refinements
may require subsequent re-evaluation of the the design-build team for Phase Ill will develop innovation = (3.7)
SEA and any FONSI. concepts that will be evaluated by KYTC and ODOT.

Innovations that improve project quality, reduce costs,
shorten schedule, support design-build contract
objectives, and have support at the local level may be
incorporated into the project. If an innovation requires
additional coordination or reevaluation to meet NEPA
requirements, KYTC, ODOT, and FHWA will conduct
those activities in accordance with all federal
requirements.

A-6-4 | 03/08/2024 - c) Examples of what will need to Responses to the comments outlined in the attachmentto = Ongoing Public

be tackled ..when the time is right" are found in | the City of Covington Comment Letter to FHWA are and Stakeholder
a listing of City issues requiring further provided below. KYTC is continuing to coordinate the Involvement
consideration for mitigation that were not, in the = project with the City of Covington to address local (5.6)

City's view, adequately evaluated or reported in | concerns and further reduce impacts to the communities

the SEA, either for impact or effect, or for in the project area.

mitigation required. This listing is attached to

this letter.

d) While all of the above, including the attached
listing by example, may look long and difficult,
these items can be accomplished quite readily,
in a cooperative effort, without project delay, to
address shortcomings of the SEA and move
near-term and long-term impacts and effects
into an adequately mitigated condition.

e) Given this and all above, | recommend we all
move ahead with enthusiasm and energy on
this important and challenging infrastructure
investment, with the understanding there is
more work to be done to make this project the
best it can be.
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A-6 City of Covington = A-6-5  03/08/2024 — Attachment to the City of Responses to the comments outlined in the attachmentto = N/A
(cont.) | (cont.) Covington Comment Letter to FHWA: These the City of Covington Comment Letter to FHWA are
are items and areas of impact and effect provided below.

pertinent to the City of Covington that the City
has found, in review of the Supplemental
Environmental Assessment, to be either not
addressed, or not adequately addressed, in
terms of identification or characterization of
adverse impacts or effects, or mitigation
measures required. This is a working document
and is not complete or final, pending evolution
of design in the progressive design-build
process and construction and operations
planning, and ongoing collaborative work
between the City and KYTC. Listed for each
category are mitigation measures we request
be fully considered in support of a finding of "no
significant impact" relative to the City of

Covington.

A-6-6 | 03/08/2024 - Vegetation loss and soil KYTC has been collaborating with the Covington Visual
replacement/revegetation/tree plantings Aesthetics Subcommittee to develop aesthetics and Resources (4.9)
* Replace or establish functional, plantable soil ' landscape guidance for the BSB Corridor Project. KYTC . .
profile and vegetative ground cover in all will continue to work through the Covington Aesthetics Ongoing Public
cleared areas of right-of-way, including creative = Subcommittee during the project's final design phase to and Stakeholder
solutions or design rework for steep slope finalize and confirm aesthetic treatments, including Involvement
areas that will create new exposed rock face as = streetscape tree canopy recommendations, among other (5.6)
a result of the proposed action. items. Vegetation within the highway right-of-way will be

established in accordance with the KYTC Standard
Specifications. Areas along local streets that are disturbed
by construction of Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will
be returned to a condition which is at least as good as that
which existed prior to the project.

« Establish native tree plantings of not less than
3-inch caliber in natural distribution in all
cleared right of way at ratios of not less than
2.5: | for all existing trees larger than 8-inches
dbh to be cleared by the proposed action, and
plant randomly distributed viable seedlings of
native species at a density of not less than 16
bare-root stock seedlings per 1000 sf of surface
area.

* Establish or re-establish street trees and
adequate tree lawn along reworked,
reconstructed or new local street connections
affected by the proposed action.
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A-6 City of Covington | A-6-7  03/08/2024 - Overall width and lanes of

(cont.) | (cont.) proposed highway and opportunities to reduce
» Examine opportunities to further reduce
overall project width relative to adjoining City
neighborhoods, including consideration of
changes in travel patterns and demand, traffic
forecast changes, and full consideration of
Context-Sensitive Design.
* Preliminary evaluation by the City indicates
that the project width may be reduced by at
least one travel lane or more at most locations
of the project corridor within the City, including
local connection streets, collector/distributor
lanes, or through travel lanes, depending on
location.

Response

KYTC and ODOT developed design-level no-build and
build certified traffic for the years 2029 and 2049, which
reflected the anticipated opening day and design years for
the entire BSB Corridor Project based on the most current
project development. The certified traffic projections were
based on existing 2019 traffic counts in the BSB corridor,
the Ohio Traffic Forecasting Manual, and the Ohio-
Kentucky-Indiana Regional Council of Governments (OKI)
regional travel demand model of record. The 2029 and
2049 certified traffic projections were used to prepare an
Interchange Modification Study Addendum (December
2023), and the methodology for developing the certified
traffic projections is detailed in Appendix E of that report.

When developing the traffic projections, OKI’'s regional
travel demand model was used to assign routes used by
travelers based on detailed information for individuals,
households, number of lanes, projected trips, and
calculated travel times. Projected population and
employment growth are also incorporated into OKl’'s
regional travel demand model.

The Interchange Modification Study Addendum used the
updated traffic projections to vet and confirm the number
of lanes on the interstate, ramps, collector-distributor
roadways, frontage roads, and local street intersections in
the project area. The /nterchange Modification Study
Addendum concluded that Refined Alternative | (Concept
I-W) will provide acceptable traffic operations for all
projected trips in the project area through the year 2049,
with a few minor exceptions during peak travel periods.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) meets the project
purpose and need, which is to improve traffic flow and
level of service; improve safety; correct geometric
deficiencies; and maintain connections to key regional and
national transportation corridors. In addition, KYTC and
ODOT have worked to incorporate several refinements
that reduce the project’s overall footprint, including
optimizing interchange geometry, reducing shoulder
widths to match updated design criteria, designing to
appropriate speeds to reduce the required radii of
curvature, constructing retaining walls, and reducing the
width of the companion bridge.

Reference'

Purpose and
Need (2.)

Additional
Refinements
(3.3)

Future Design
Refinements
(3.7)

Traffic (3.8)

Public Hearing

BRIDGE CORRIDOR 7‘\‘ Agency Comments and Responses

Page A-25



ID

A-6
(cont.)

Name

City of Covington
(cont.)

No.

A-6-7
(cont.)

Comment

(cont.)

Response
(cont.)

During the evaluation of innovation concepts, KYTC will
continue to coordinate the project with the City of
Covington to address local concerns and further reduce
impacts to the communities in the project area. Some of
the design-build contract objectives that will be considered
during the evaluation of innovation concepts include:
minimizing physical intrusion and impact; maximizing
public investment by minimizing the project footprint;
minimizing the footprint of the interstate system to
maximize potential developable space; improving
neighborhood connectivity across the interstate; and
building the project with a context sensitive design that fits
within the community.

Reference'
(cont.)

A-6-8

03/08/2024 - Vertical scale of highway; walls,
slopes, height, views relative to built areas

» Examine opportunities to further reduce
overall project profile elevation relative to
adjoining City neighborhoods, including
consideration slope and wall encroachments,
views relative to existing built areas, and full
consideration of Context-Sensitive Design.

* Integrate with better solutions for noise
abatement and control, stray light
management, air quality and particulates
dispersal, and mitigation requirements for
vegetation loss and soil replacement.

KYTC has been collaborating with the Covington
Aesthetics Subcommittee to develop aesthetics and
landscape guidance for the BSB Corridor Project. KYTC
will continue to work through the Covington Aesthetics
Subcommittee during the project's final design phase to
finalize and confirm aesthetic treatments, including for
bridge abutments and retaining walls, among other items.

During detailed design, KYTC has committed to
coordinating with the City of Covington to evaluate the use
of transparent noise barriers in some locations to preserve
views of Goebel Park from the highway and to preserve
views of the skyline and across | 71/1-75 from surrounding
neighborhoods.

The project will install new lighting on I-71/1-75 throughout

Design Criteria
(3.4)

Air Quality (4.6)

Noise —
Kentucky (4.8.1)

Visual
Resources (4.9)

Construction
Impacts (4.11)

Utilities (4.12.1)

Ongoing Public
and Stakeholder

the project area. Lighting plans will be finalized during Involvement
detailed design and in accordance with current design (5.6)
standards and processes.
BRENT SPENCE_/VAIVI\  public Hearing
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A-6 City of Covington = A-6-8 (cont.) (cont.) (cont.)

(cont,)  (cont) (cont.) Air quality studies prepared for Refined Alternative |

(Concept I-W) utilized 2020 existing, 2050 no-build, and
2050 build traffic forecasts that were developed using the
OKI travel demand model of record. The OKI travel
demand model of record was also used to develop the
certified traffic projections that were used for the traffic
operational analyses for the project. The air quality studies
concluded that Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is not
anticipated to further degrade, and may improve, overall
air quality in the project area.

Temporary construction-related air quality impacts are
expected due to increased dust and mobile-source
emissions from construction equipment and increased
emissions from increased traffic congestion during
construction. Environmental commitments have been
incorporated into the project to minimize and mitigate
temporary construction impacts. Temporary air quality
effects will be minimized by following federal, state, and
local regulations regarding dust and emission controls. In
addition, KYTC and ODOT will develop and implement a
dust control plan and an ambient air quality monitoring
program for sensitive areas in the corridor, including areas
utilized by children and other sensitive land uses such as
schools, parks and recreation areas, and hospitals.

Vegetation within the highway right-of-way will be
established in accordance with the KYTC Standard
Specifications. Best management practices (BMPs) will be
developed by the resident engineer and contractor prior to
onsite activities to ensure continuous erosion control
throughout the construction and post-construction period.
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ID

A-6
(cont.)

Name

City of Covington
(cont.)

No.

A-6-8
(cont.)

Comment

(cont.)

Response
(cont.)

During the evaluation of innovation concepts, KYTC will
continue to coordinate the project with the City of
Covington to address local concerns and further reduce
impacts to the communities in the project area. Some of
the design-build contract objectives that will be considered
during the evaluation of innovation concepts include:
minimizing physical intrusion and impact; maximizing
public investment by minimizing the project footprint;
minimizing the footprint of the interstate system to
maximize potential developable space; improving
neighborhood connectivity across the interstate; and
building the project with a context sensitive design that fits
within the community.

Reference'

(cont.)

A-6-9  03/08/2024 — Long term air quality and dust
exposure to residences along highway

* Develop and establish permanent vegetative

Air quality studies prepared for the project concluded that
Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is not anticipated to
further degrade, and may improve, overall air quality in the

Air Quality (4.6)

Design Criteria

barriers along and within the proposed action's | project area. Environmental commitments have been (3-4)
traveled ways to help precipitate and limit incorporated into the project to minimize and mitigate
lateral dispersal of toxic and benign particulates = temporary construction impacts. Vegetation within the
from roadway road sources to adjoining highway right-of-way will be established in accordance
neighborhoods. with the KYTC Standard Specifications.
+ Establish and maintain enforceable pavement Th et t desi ill be i d ith
conditions that reduce loss of particulates from th er\;(')IJCe:CS? pacljve(rjngn .ef.s'gp. Wi KeY'.lr_](?C(fﬁr ané:e ‘,:V'
vehicles due to jarring or shock to wheels, © anaara speciiications. Wil conduc
chassis, connections or materials. pavement malntgnance after work is completed as part of
« Establish and maintain regular cleaning of its normall operatmg prqcedu_res. The ma|nter_1ance of the
roadway shoulders to safely remove BSB Qorndor PrOJeqt will be in acc'ordance with statewide

- ractices and KYTC’s Transportation Asset Management
accumulated particulates and reduce re- I%/
suspension and dispersal along the traveled an.
way. KYTC addresses speed management at a program level.
« Develop, operate and maintain an effective This includes setting appropriate, consistent, and
speed management system on the major enforceable speed limits for all users. Traffic records are
project roadway elements through the City of used in safety programs to identify opportunities for
Covington to: Smooth roadway flow and improvement, support initiation of countermeasures, and
minimize braking (including truck exhaust verify effectiveness of programs or specific
braking) and stop and go acceleration with countermeasures. Aggressive driving, which includes
related particulates; Manage the built roadway  speeding, is one of the six emphasis areas in KYTC's
with this system so it operates at the speeds 2020-2024 Strategic Highway Safety Plan.
stated in the SEA, not higher.
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A-6
(cont.)

Name

City of Covington
(cont.)

No.

A-6-9
(cont.)

Comment

(cont.)

Response Reference’

(cont.) (cont.)

The Strategic Highway Safety Plan includes multiple
strategies for combatting aggressive driving in Kentucky,
including supporting legislative opportunities to curb
aggressive driving, such as automated enforcement in
work zones; performing saturation highway patrols in
aggressive driving problem areas; and developing and
providing education programs focused on speed related
outcomes.

The design of Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) in
Kentucky was developed in accordance with the most
current versions of the KYTC Highway Design Guidance
Manual. The speed limits on |-71/1-75 and the collector-
distributor roadways will be established in accordance
with current laws and design standards and processes.

A-6-10 = 03/08/2024 — Stormwater runoff from the
highway, flooding and water quality

* Provide complete separation of highway storm
water from the City's combined sewer system
(underway).

* Provide remedy where drainage modifications
and changes dating from the original freeway
construction have caused or contributed to
problems, including diversion of flow or
expansion of storm water system capacity to
eliminate backups, overflows and basement
flooding on Euclid Avenue in the Peaselburg
neighborhood (studies underway).

* Establish and maintain improved maintenance
of all storm water inlets and detention facilities
along the project corridor for regular removal of
debris contributing to flooding and improper
routing.

* Incorporate measures in project design to
reduce impact and long-term effect of highway
runoff on discharge to Ohio River and benefit
overall water quality, including risks posed by
tanker truck flip-overs and spills.

The design, construction, and maintenance of the BSB
Corridor Project will be in accordance with applicable
water quality regulations. KYTC is working to improve
water quality through stormwater runoff management
across all projects in the state. In northern Kentucky,
transportation projects must address the quantity of
stormwater runoff by separating interstate runoff from
combined sewer systems. While only runoff from new
impervious area is required to be separated, KYTC will
separate all interstate runoff from the BSB corridor from
the existing combined sewer system. During detailed
design, KYTC will work with the City of Covington and
Sanitation District No. 1 of Northern Kentucky (SD1) to
address surcharging in the Peaselburg neighborhood
based on the local design criteria for a 25-year storm.
Best management practices will also be developed by the
resident engineer and contractor prior to onsite activities
to ensure continuous sediment and erosion control
throughout the construction and post-construction period.
These measures will reduce combined sewer overflows
and flooding and thereby promote climate resilience in the
project area.

Utilities (4.12.1)

Public Hearing

BRIDGE CORRIDOR 7‘\‘ Agency Comments and Responses

Page A-29



ID

A-6
(cont.)

Name

City of Covington
(cont.)

No. Comment
A-6-10  (cont.)
(cont.)

climate do not pose a long-term risk to the

City's neighborhoods due to future inadequacy

of or changes by the highway storm drainage
system of the proposed action.

* Ensure that changes in runoff from changes in

Response
(cont.)

KYTC will work with SD1 and the City of Covington to
define maintenance responsibilities for stormwater
infrastructure. KYTC will fulfill its agreed-upon
maintenance responsibilities as part of its normal
operating procedures and in accordance with statewide
practices.

Reference'
(cont.)

A-6-11 | 03/08/2024 - Traffic distribution and speeds
from highway to City streets

« Identify routing and speed management
strategies to sustain effective and safe travel

for all modes to and from City neighborhoods,

including through/across the expanded freeway

corridor of the proposed action (most of the
new local road connections proposed mimic
and parallel the freeway, rather than reinforce

the historical patterns of connection and travel

among neighborhoods).

» The physical and operational strategy will
consider neighborhoods, businesses and
economic development needs over the life of
the proposed action.

+ Alternative modes of travel (walk, bike,
scooter, wheelchair, bus) will be given full
consideration in development of the strategy,
including distance, connections, safety,
visibility, 'welcoming', and wayfinding.

* Intuitive speed management needs to be
considered and incorporated in local roadway
design, including "non-parallel" alignments, or
reductions in the number or width of travel
lanes.

During detailed design of Phase Ill of the BSB Corridor
Project, the final geometry and design speeds of the
collector-distributor roadways will be established in
accordance with ODOT, KYTC, and FHWA requirements
and procedures. Ramp connections with local streets are
being designed as lower-speed urban roadways, which
will encourage drivers to decelerate to safe speeds prior
to reaching the local street system.

On June 15, 2022, KYTC and the City of Covington
finalized a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
regarding the NEPA Process. Among other items, the
MOU addresses measures to minimize temporary
construction impacts. KYTC and ODOT will prepare
detailed traffic management and maintenance of traffic
(MQOT) plans to minimize traffic disruptions to vehicular,
bus, pedestrian, and bicycle traffic during construction.
The MOT plan will evaluate available travel lanes on the
mainline interstate during construction to reduce the

potential that the project will induce traffic diversion similar

to that experienced during recent closures and restrictions
on the existing BSB. A project incident management plan
will be developed to minimize diversion resulting from
incidents occurring within the project limits during
construction to the extent practicable. The City of
Covington will be provided an opportunity to review and
comment on the MOT and incident management plans as
they are developed. KYTC will work directly with the City
of Covington to ensure that all relevant agencies and first
responders, including police, fire, and emergency
services, have an opportunity to review and provide input
into all aspects of MOT planning, MOT and incident
management plan development, and construction period
operations affecting their respective cities.

Design Criteria
(3.4)

Future Design
Refinements
(3.7)

Neighborhood
and Community
Cohesion
(4.1.2)

Travel Patterns
and Access
(4.1.4)

Construction
Impacts (4.11)
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A-6 City of Covington = A-6-11  (cont.) (cont.) (cont.)

(cont)  (cont) (cont) Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is anticipated to have

a net benefit to community cohesion due to the
incorporation of aesthetic enhancements, multimodal
facilities, noise reduction measures, and drainage
improvements.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will build new and
reconstruct existing sidewalks, shared-use paths, and
bicycle lanes on local streets that are parallel to or cross
I-71/1-75. The new and improved pedestrian and bicycle
infrastructure will improve access in and between the
Westside, Mainstrasse, Lewisburg, Botany Hills, and
Covington Central Business District neighborhoods in
Kentucky. New shared-use paths incorporated into
Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will also support future
planned improvements of regional pedestrian and bicycle
networks. In support of the KYTC Complete Streets,
Roads, and Highways Policy and the OKI Regional
Complete Streets Policy, Refined Alternative | (Concept I-
W) will promote safety for bicyclists and pedestrians,
including providing facilities that meet the requirements of
the Americans with Disabilities Act. The frontage roads
and ramp connections with local streets are being
designed as lower-speed urban roadways, which will
encourage drivers to decelerate to safe speeds prior to
reaching bicycle and pedestrian crossings. Furthermore,
the buffer distance between automobile traffic and
sidewalks and shared-use paths will be increased,
improving bicyclist and pedestrian safety and comfort.

The Southwest Ohio Regional Transit Authority (SORTA)
and the Transit Authority of Northern Kentucky (TANK)
have been involved in the development of the project and
encouraged to provide feedback as members of the
Project Advisory Committee. TANK has also accepted an
invitation to be a participating agency during the
preparation of the supplemental EA. Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W) is compatible with local transit services,
does not preclude future transit plans and will not result in
permanent or detrimental effects on transit access.
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A-6 City of Covington = A-6-11  (cont.) (cont.) (cont.)
(cont)  (cont) (cont) Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is expected to provide
an overall public benefit for transit in the area by reducing
congestion and improving reliability for bus routes that use
the existing BSB for 210 trips every weekday. In addition,
new and improved sidewalks, shared-use paths, and
bicycle lanes will enhance connections to existing bus
stops.
One of the design-build contract objectives that will be
considered during the evaluation of innovation concepts
includes building the project with a context sensitive
design that fits within the community. Consistent with that
objective, the design of the ramps between the collector-
distributor system and the local street network will be
further evaluated during the innovation period to develop
designs that promote traffic calming, lower speeds, and
bicycle and pedestrian safety as vehicles connect to the
local street network
A-6-12  03/08/2024 — Wayfinding, signage and routing The project will install new signing on |-71/1-75 throughout = Design Criteria
that works for visitors to Covington the project area. The design and locations of highway (3.4)
+ As part of overall comprehensive context signs, including signing and wayfinding for the collector-
sensitive design effort, develop, in review and distributor roadway system, will be finalized during
consultation with the City an effective and well- | detailed design and in accordance with the Manual on
managed wayfinding, signage and routing Uniform Traffic Control Devices and KYTC standards. In
system that accounts for freeway mainline, accordance with KYTC standard practice, any City of
collector-distributor, local ramps and Covington wayfinding signs that are impacted by
connections, and immediately contiguous or construction of the BSB Corridor Project will be replaced
functionally critical local streets. in kind.
» The wayfinding and signage shall incorporate
a hierarchy of design elements/types to reflect
city heritage and architecture.
BRENT SPENCE /NVKAVD\  public Hearing
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A-6
(cont.)

Name

City of Covington
(cont.)

No. Comment

A-6-13  03/08/2024 — Reconnection of communities
historically separated by the highway
* As part of overall comprehensive context
sensitive design effort, develop, in review and
consultation with the City and its Committee,
effective and context-appropriate design
modifications to mitigate historical and
proposed impacts and long-term effects to the
City's neighborhoods contiguous to (and
formerly within) the proposed action, including
areas within the freeway right-of-way, and
transitions and connections as required outside
the permanent freeway right of way.
* An area of concentration in this category in
the preliminary work to date has been
underpass treatments (lighting, sidewalks, etc),
but the mitigation work in this category should
not be limited to underpasses 'portal-to-portal’;
transitions to neighborhoods must be fully
considered and accounted for.
* New, non-car links (trails, walks and paths)
need to be established across the expanded
freeway corridor to provide some degree of
mitigation for communities disconnected by the
highway corridor and proposed for further
permanent disconnection and isolation as a
result of further freeway widening.

Response

In Kentucky, the project will be implemented in
accordance with KYTC’s Complete Streets, Roads, and
Highways Policy and Complete Streets, Roads, and
Highways Manual, which outline KYTC’s policies and
procedures for developing a comprehensive, integrated,
and connected transportation network focused on creating
safe transportation options for users of all ages and
abilities. Refined Alternative (Concept I-W) will build a new
shared-use path along the outside lanes on Simon Kenton
Way and new/rebuilt sidewalks along the outside lanes on
Bullock Street. Sidewalks will be rebuilt along Pike Street
west of I-71/1-75. Also, new and rebuilt sidewalks will be
included under the MLK/West 12'" Street, Pike Street,
West 9" Street, West 5" Street, and West 3™ Street
bridges. A new shared-use path will be built under the
West 5" Street bridge, which will tie into the shared-use
paths in the Goebel Park Complex. The shared-use path
will be extended along Crescent Avenue to connect to the
existing shared-use path along the Ohio River. The new
and improved pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure
incorporated into Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will
improve connections in and between the Westside,
Mainstrasse, Lewisburg, Botany Hills, and Covington
Central Business District neighborhoods. Lighting will also
be installed in underpass areas to improve safety and
security for pedestrians and bicyclists.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is anticipated to have
a net benefit to community cohesion due to the
incorporation of aesthetic enhancements, multimodal
facilities, noise reduction measures, and drainage
improvements.

Reference'

Future Design
Refinements
(3.7)

Neighborhood
and Community
Cohesion
(4.1.2)

Travel Patterns
and Access
(4.1.4)

Cumulative
Effects (4.10.2)
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A-6 City of Covington = A-6-13  (cont.) (cont.) (cont.)

(cont)  (cont) (cont) Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) results in a minor

contribution to cumulative business displacements;
stormwater runoff; and loss of parkland, wetlands,
streams, and threatened and endangered species habitat.
Based on the evaluation of direct impacts contained in the
supplemental EA, Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will
improve community cohesion, improve traffic flow and
safety for all modes of travel, provide additional economic
opportunities, improve air quality, abate noise, improve
aesthetics, and reduce flooding and storm sewer
overflows, which will offset negative cumulative effects
resulting from Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W).
Therefore, when considered with other past, present, and
reasonably foreseeable projects, Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W) is expected to result in a minor contribution
to cumulative impacts.

During the evaluation of innovation concepts, KYTC will
continue to coordinate the project with the City of
Covington to address local concerns and further reduce
impacts to the communities in the project area. Some of
the design-build contract objectives that will be considered
during the evaluation of innovation concepts include:
minimizing physical intrusion and impact; maximizing
public investment by minimizing the project footprint;
minimizing the footprint of the interstate system to
maximize potential developable space; improving
neighborhood connectivity across the interstate; and
building the project with a context sensitive design that fits
within the community.
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A-6 City of Covington = A-6-14  03/08/2024 — Impacts and benefits to low- An Environmental Justice Analysis Report (January 2024) ~ Environmental
(cont.) | (cont.) income and minority populations, other was prepared to assess the effects of Refined Alternative | = Justice (4.1.7)
disadvantaged (Concept | W) on low-income and minority (environmental

justice) populations. The environmental justice (EJ) Socioeconomic
analysis was conducted in accordance with the U.S. Groups (4.1.8)
Department of Transportation Order 5610.2C and FHWA  Ongoing Public
Order 6640.23A, which define disproportionately high and = and Stakeholder
adverse effects. The EJ analysis also followed the Involvement
FHWA'’s Guidance on Environmental Justice and the (5.6)

National Environmental Policy Act (December 16, 2011).

* No matter how described and accounted for in
the SEA, low-income, minority, non-English
speaking and other minority populations are an
integral part of all of the City neighborhoods
that abut and are contiguous to the proposed
action.

* As part of overall comprehensive context
sensitive design effort, in review and
consultation with the City, effective and context-

The EJ analysis concluded that Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W) would result in the following effects on EJ

appropriate design modifications to mitigate populations: )

impacts and longterm effects of the proposed - No adverse effects on community resources, access
action shall be developed, to include and mobility, safety, air quality, stormwater, visual
measurable benefits and mitigation, beyond setting, and workforce development;

that current proposed in the SEA, to these - No adverse indirect and cumulative effects;
populations and their supporting - No disproportionately high and adverse relocation,
neighborhoods, including specific consideration noise, or temporary construction effects; and

of these categories, all of which directly link in - Net benefits due to mitigation and enhancements fgr
some aspect to human health, health risk and parks and Longworth Hall; improved access, mobility,
long-term impacts and effects of the project: and safety for all modes of travel; reduced vehicle
Traffic noise; Air quality; Stray light; Other emissions; reduced noise; reduced flooding and
human health effects; Access and mobility, combined sewer overflows; improved aesthetics; direct
including for non-car users; Access to parks and indirect and workforce enhancements; and an
and greenspace; Access to businesses interpretive display in the West End neighborhood.

« Develop and maintain a properly designed The EJ analysis concluded that the temporary and

and context-appropriate ongoing community permanent adverse effects to EJ populations will be
outreach program during the entirety of the minor, will not be predominately borne by EJ populations,
design-build undertaking of the proposed and are not appreciably more severe or greater in

action, targeting in one platform low-income, magnitude than those experienced by non-EJ populations.
minority, non-English speaking and other In addition, EJ communities have been, and will continue
minority populations and integral supporting to be, provided full and fair participation in the
neighborhoods. transportation decision-making process.
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A-6 City of Covington = A-6-14  (cont.)
(cont.) | (cont.) (cont.)

Response
(cont.)

Therefore, Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will not
cause disproportionately high and adverse effects on any
minority or low-income populations in accordance with the
provisions of Executive Order 12898 and FHWA Order
6640.23A. Furthermore, several avoidance, minimization,
mitigation, and enhancement measures have been
incorporated into Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) to
reduce adverse effects and provide additional benefits.

A Socioeconomic Technical Report (January 2024) was
prepared to assess the effects of Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W) on several populations and groups,
including older adults, individuals with limited English
proficiency, adults with disabilities, and zero-car
households. The analysis concluded that Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) would result in the following
effects on these socioeconomic populations and groups:

- No impacts to community resources; pedestrian,
bicycle, and transit access and mobility; safety; air
quality; stormwater; and workforce development;

- No indirect impacts;

- No substantial noise impacts;

- Minimal relocation and greenhouses gases and climate
change impacts;

- Minor vehicular access and mobility; visual setting;
cumulative; and temporary construction impacts; and

- Benefits due to mitigation and enhancements for parks
and historic properties; improved access, mobility, and
safety for all modes of travel; reduced vehicle
emissions; reduced noise; reduced flooding and
combined sewer overflows; improved aesthetics and
visual character; and direct and indirect workforce
enhancements.

The socioeconomic analysis concluded that Refined
Alternative | (Concept | W) is expected to result in net
benefits for populations of older adults, individuals with
limited English proficiency, adults with disabilities, and
zero-car households.

Reference'

(cont.)
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A-6
(cont.)

Name

City of Covington
(cont.)

No. Comment

A-6-14  (cont.)
(cont.)

Response
(cont.)

KYTC and ODOT are committed to a robust public and
stakeholder involvement process during the design and
construction of the BSB Corridor Project. To facilitate
public involvement and outreach, the project Public
Engagement Plan will be updated to guide public and
stakeholder engagement (including EJ populations,
identified socioeconomic populations and groups, and
disadvantaged communities) during detailed design and
construction.

Reference'
(cont.)

A-6-15 ' 03/08/2024 — Accommaodation of public art and
design as a community touchstone

* In review and consultation with the City and its
Aesthetics Committee, develop a plan to
integrate public art in various executions of
Context-Sensitive Design, including
consideration of: Underpasses; Retaining and
noise walls; Local connecting roads; Paths and
greenways; Local street wayfinding

KYTC has been collaborating with the Covington
Aesthetics Subcommittee to develop aesthetics and
landscape guidance for the BSB Corridor Project. KYTC
will continue to work through the Covington Aesthetics
Subcommittee during the project's final design phase to
finalize and confirm aesthetic treatments, including
potential opportunities for public art, among other items.

Visual
Resources (4.9)

Ongoing Public
and Stakeholder
Coordination
(5.6)

A-6-16 = 03/08/2024 — Noise impacts, effectiveness of
noise walls, consideration of other noise
mitigation

* Noise walls may be a required, or offered,
traffic noise mitigation measure, but in
themselves may not be effective in total for the
conditions of the proposed action. The project,
as currently proposed, will double the width of
the traveled way and increase traffic volumes
and speeds. Neighborhoods are close, and
topography is not favorable. The current
highway noise environment as experienced by
Covington neighborhoods is highly variable
depending on weather, traffic and other
conditions.

KYTC evaluated noise impacts for Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W) and documented the results for the
Covington portions of the project corridor in a Traffic Noise
Impact Analysis: Brent Spence Bridge Corridor Project
Kentucky — Northern Section (August 2023) and a and a
Noise Analysis Technical Memorandum Kentucky —
Northern Section (November 2022).

As a result of those studies, KYTC is proposing noise
barriers in Covington on the west side of I-71/I-75 from
West 3" Street to south of Hermes Avenue and on the
east side of I-71/I-75 from south of Edgecliff Road to Pike
Street. KYTC is also going above and beyond its noise
policy and proposing a noise/visual screening barrier on
the east side of I-71/1-75 from Pike Street to West 4"
Street.

Design Criteria
(3.4)

Traffic (3.8)

Noise —
Kentucky (4.8.1)
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A-6 City of Covington = A-6-16  (cont.) (cont.) (cont.)
(cont)  (cont) (cont) Develop a comprehensive traffic noise During detailed design, and in accordance with the KYTC
strategy that augments and provides risk- Noise Analysis and Abatement Policy, a noise abatement
reduction to the currently proposed "walls" public meeting and surveys will be conducted with the
strategy that will be incorporate a source property owners and tenants who will benefit from noise
control strategy, including, among other and noise/visual screening barriers (benefitted receptors)
elements, the following: at each location where they are proposed in Kentucky.

- Use of low-noise pavement for all freeway
through lanes, collector/distributor lanes and
connecting roadways and ramps within the City
of Covington (this will also provide benefits in
water quality and roadway safety)

- Establishment of viable energy-absorptive soil
profile and replacement vegetation, as
previously described, in right-of-way areas to
be cleared as part of the project. Ongoing
management of project pavement conditions to
ensure tire noise remains minimized, and loud
spot noises from pothole-sensitive sources

Construction noise is expected to generate temporary
noise impacts on adjacent and nearby properties,
particularly those in residential land use. During
construction, the project team has committed to
incorporating proactive and reactive measures to address
construction noise. This will be accomplished through
adhering to local noise ordinances, equipment selection
and maintenance, potential screening/shielding/barriers,
scheduling of work, education of staff, and the
development and implementation of the project’s
communication plan.

such as truck chassis and container KYTC has developed pavement design alternatives for
connections are not of long-term issue. both asphalt and concrete. The asphalt alternative

- Develop, operate and maintain an effective requires a 1.5-inch Class 4 Asphalt Surface 0.38A

speed management system on the major PG 76-22 (with fibers). The concrete alternative requires
project roadway elements through the City of diamond grinding. Both alternatives represent the quietest
Covington to: Smooth roadway flow and pavements KYTC uses. KYTC will make final pavement
minimize braking (including truck exhaust decisions during the detailed design phase of the project.
braking) and stop and go acceleration with KYTC will conduct pavement maintenance after work is
related engine and vehicle noise emissions. completed as part of its normal operating procedures. The

Mange the built roadway with thiS system so it maintenance of the BSB Corridor Project will be in
operates at the speeds stated in the SEA, not  accordance with statewide practices and KYTC's
higher. Transportation Asset Management Plan.

Vegetation within the highway right-of-way will be
established in accordance with the KYTC Standard
Specifications.
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A-6 City of Covington = A-6-16  (cont.)
(cont.) | (cont.) (cont.)

Response
(cont.)

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will reduce congestion
and improve traffic operations throughout the project area,
which will minimize braking and stop and go conditions on
the interstate. KYTC has reviewed the legalities
associated with the competing perspectives of safety and
noise for engine compression brakes, or “jake brakes.”
This review revealed that "jake brakes" are authorized to
be on vehicles as long as the braking system complies
with both state and federal laws pertaining to noise
standards. It has been determined that KYTC does not
have the legal authority to restrict the use of "jake brakes"
as a safety device on commercial vehicles.

KYTC addresses speed management at a program level.
This includes setting appropriate, consistent, and
enforceable speed limits for all users. Traffic records are
used in safety programs to identify opportunities for
improvement, support initiation of countermeasures, and
verify effectiveness of programs or specific
countermeasures. Aggressive driving, which includes
speeding, is one of the six emphasis areas in KYTC's
2020-2024 Strategic Highway Safety Plan. The Strategic
Highway Safety Plan includes multiple strategies for
combatting aggressive driving in Kentucky, including
supporting legislative opportunities to curb aggressive
driving, such as automated enforcement in work zones;
performing saturation highway patrols in aggressive
driving problem areas; and developing and providing
education programs focused on speed related outcomes.

The design of Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) in
Kentucky was developed in accordance with the most
current versions of the KYTC Highway Design Guidance
Manual. The speed limits on 1-71/1-75 and the collector-
distributor roadways will be established in accordance
with current laws and design standards and processes.

Reference'
(cont.)
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A-6
(cont.)

Name

City of Covington
(cont.)

No. Comment
A-6-17  03/08/2024 — Visual impacts (lighting, general
aesthetics)

* Identify appropriate elements and strategies
to mitigate long-term visual impacts of the
highway, including but not limited to detailed
and landscape-scale aesthetic treatments, as
well as contributing aspects of highway
operations.

Response

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is expected to result in
minor visual impacts due to changes in interstate width
and height, changes to the existing BSB, and construction
of the new companion bridge. Aesthetic features such as
landscaping; streetscapes; gateways; and treatments for
piers, abutments, parapets, retaining walls, noise barriers,
noise/visual screening barriers are anticipated to offset
minor visual impacts and improve the overall visual
character of the corridor.

KYTC has been collaborating with the Covington
Aesthetics Subcommittee to develop aesthetics and
landscape guidance for the BSB Corridor Project. KYTC
will continue to work through the Covington Aesthetics
Subcommittee during the project's final design phase to
finalize and confirm aesthetic treatments.

Reference'

Visual
Resources (4.9)

A-6-18 03/08/2024 — Neighborhood impacts (general)
* As part of overall comprehensive context
sensitive design effort, in review and
consultation with the City and Committee,
effective and context-appropriate design

modifications to mitigate impacts and long-term

effects of the proposed action shoud be
developed, to include measurable benefits and
mitigation, beyond that current proposed in the
Supplemental EA, to these populations and
their supporting neighborhoods, including

specific consideration of these categories, all of

which directly link in some aspect to human
health, health risk and long-term impacts and
effects of the project: Traffic noise; Air quality;

The supplemental EA evaluates the project’s potential
effects on all residents within the project area, including,
but not limited to, surrounding neighborhoods, minorities,
low-income individuals, older adults, individuals with
limited English proficiency, zero-car households, adults
with disabilities, and children. Resource areas evaluated
included noise, air quality, visual resources, travel
patterns and access, community facilities (including parks
and greenspace), and economy and employment, among
others. The analysis documented in the supplemental EA
has not identified any significant effects resulting from
Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W). Environmental
commitments have been incorporated into the project to
minimize and mitigate unavoidable impacts and to provide
additional enhancements for local communities.

Future Design
Refinements
(3.7)

Environmental
Resources,
Impacts, and
Mitigation (4.)

Ongoing Public
and Stakeholder
Involvement
(5.6)

Environmental
Commitments

Stray light; Other human health effects; Access . . (6. and ES-
and )r/nogbility including for non-car users; KYTC and ODOT are committed to a robust public and Table Il)
Access to pz,arks and greenspace: Acces,s to stakeholder involvement process during the design and
buSInesses ’ construction of the BSB Corridor Project. To facilitate
- Develop and maintain a properly designed public involvement and outreach, the project Public
and context-appropriate ongoing community Engagement Plan will be quate_d to guide pub_Iic and
outreach program during the entirety of the stakeholder engagement (including EJ populations,
design-build undertaking of the proposed identified socioeconomic populations and groups, and
action disadvantaged communities) during detailed design and
' construction.
Public Hearing
Page A-40

BRIDGE CORRIDOR 7‘\‘ Agency Comments and Responses



ID

A-6
(cont.)

Name

City of Covington
(cont.)

No. Comment Response Reference’
A-6-18 (cont.) (cont.) (cont.)
(cont) During the evaluation of innovation concepts, KYTC will
continue to coordinate the project with the City of
Covington to address local concerns and further reduce
impacts to the communities in the project area. Some of
the design-build contract objectives that will be considered
during the evaluation of innovation concepts include:
minimizing physical intrusion and impact; maximizing
public investment by minimizing the project footprint;
minimizing the footprint of the interstate system to
maximize potential developable space; improving
neighborhood connectivity across the interstate; and
building the project with a context sensitive design that fits
within the community.
A-6-19  03/08/2024 — Long term highway operating, Environmental commitments have been incorporated into ~ Environmental
traffic and incremental impacts over time the project to minimize and mitigate unavoidable impacts Commitments
+ Every avenue and opportunity to reduce and and to provide additional enhancements for local (6. and ES-
mitigate all of the long term operational adverse = communities. ODOT and KYTC will meet all commitments = Table Il)
impacts and effects of the expanded and and project-specific mitigation and enhancement items
widened freeway to the neighborhoods of the City = included in the project’s environmental clearance.
along the project corridor shall be aggressively
pursued in the period of project design, in
cooperative effort with the City and Committee.
* This goal needs to be a foundational part of
the context-sensitive design effort.
A-6-20 03/08/2024 — Traffic volumes and speeds When developing the traffic projections, OKI’s regional Design Criteria

» Some extent of induced traffic and travel in
the corridor will result from the proposed project
and lanes additions, and this effect needs to be

travel demand model was used to assign routes used by
travelers based on detailed information for individuals,
households, number of lanes, projected trips, and

(3.4)

Future Design

BRIDGE CORRIDOR 7‘\‘ Agency Comments and Responses

considered in all mitigation strategies, not just calculated travel times. Projected traffic increases Refinements
noise walls for example. between 2019 and 2049 are due to several factors, 3.7)
* There may be opportunities to reduce the including population and employment growth incorporated  Traffic (3.8)
number of lanes on different parts of the project = into OKI's regional travel demand model. Traffic
through Covington (Bullock, for example), and projections prepared for the Refined Alternative | (Concept
all need to be examined as a part of project [-W) also show that adding lanes will increase traffic
design and possible cost reduction measures. volumes in the BSB corridor. Some of that increase is due

to travelers shifting trips they were already making from

other congested routes. In addition, some travelers will

make new trips they would not have made without the

highway improvements (induced trips).
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A-6 City of Covington = A-6-20 (cont.) (cont.) (cont.)

(cont)  (cont) (c0nt) . The project design as shown in the SEA The Interchange Modification Study Addendum used the

appears likely to have actual operating speeds updated traffic projections to vet and confirm the number
well in excess of the stated speed of 55 mph for = of lanes on the interstate, ramps, collector-distributor

the through lanes across the new companion roadways, frontage roads, and local street intersections in
bridge and 45 mph for the collector/distributor the project area. The Interchange Modification Study
across the existing bridge, and this will Addendum concluded that Refined Alternative | (Concept
exaggerate many adverse impacts and effects; = |-W) will provide acceptable traffic operations for all

some form of speed operational management projected (including induced trips) trips in the project area
shall be incorporated in the project design through the year 2049, with a few minor exceptions during

delivery so that speeds closely adhere to what peak travel periods.

Is stated in the environmental document. The most current traffic data was also utilized for air

quality, emissions burdens, and noise technical studies
conducted for the project and is therefore considered in
proposed mitigation measures where applicable.

The design of Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) in
Kentucky was developed in accordance with the most
current versions of the KYTC Highway Design Guidance
Manual. The speed limits on 1-71/I-75 and the collector-
distributor roadways will be established in accordance
with current laws and design standards and processes.

During the evaluation of innovation concepts, KYTC will
continue to coordinate the project with the City of
Covington to address local concerns and evaluate
measures to further reduce the project footprint. Some of
the design-build contract objectives that will be considered
during the evaluation of innovation concepts include:
minimizing physical intrusion and impact; maximizing
public investment by minimizing the project footprint;
minimizing the footprint of the interstate system to
maximize potential developable space; improving
neighborhood connectivity across the interstate; and
building the project with a context sensitive design that fits
within the community.

1. Column provides reference to section(s) within the revised supplemental EA (May 2024) that are related to the comment using the following format: Section Title
(Section Number).
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Public Comments and Responses

Comment

Response

Reference!

B-1 Talley, B-1-1 01/09/2024 - | am interested in getting Businesses and individuals interested in working on the Economy and
Keiuna information on how to partner and obtain work project may reach out directly to the design-build team Employment
for my flatbed and semi trucks. using the following email address: WalshKokosingBrent (4.1.6)
Spence@walshgroup.com. You can also visit the Walsh
Kokosing Design-Build Team website at
https://walshkokosing.com/. The "Work With Us" page on
the project website also contains links to resources for
businesses and individuals who want to work on the
project.
B-2 Schemmel, B-2-1 01/10/2024 - | would like to receive updates. This individual was added to the project mailing list and Ongoing Public
Luz Elena will receive future project updates. & Stakeholder
Involvement
(5.6)
B-3 Williams, B-3-1 01/11/2024 - 1 would like to be a part of the KYTC and ODOT have established a Project Advisory Local Agency
Lori Hunter planning committee for the newly envisioned Committee to provide feedback on the project Coordination
Brent Spence Bridge Corridor. development. Members of the public may provide (5.2)
feedback through local representatives who are members Onaoina Public
of the Project Advisory Committee. Additional information & Sgtakeghol der
about the Project Advisory Committee and a membership Involvement
list are provided in the Public Involvement Summary
(January 2024). (5:6)

B-4 Coghill, Eric B-4-1 01/12/2024 - Provisions for future passenger In 2004, the Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana Regional Council of Purpose and
rail service should be made on the new Governments (OKI) and the Miami Valley Regional Need (2.)
structure. This is a unique opportunity to Planning Commission (MVRPC) completed a major
provide a future corridor for rail access planning study known as the North South Transportation
between Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky that | Initiative (Initiative) that considered highway
would otherwise be prohibitively expensive as a = improvements in addition to transit improvements such as
standalone project due to the river crossing. express bus, commuter rail, and others. The Initiative

concluded that transit improvements alone would not
address capacity issues on 1-71/1-75. Therefore,
passenger rail would not meet the project purpose and
BRENT SPENCE /WVI\ Public Hearing
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Response Reference?!

‘ Comment

need and is not considered to be a reasonable alternative
for the Brent Spence Bridge Corridor Project.

The project has not incorporated light rail into the design
because it is not supported by the project's purpose and
need, and there are no current plans for new rail in the
region. New light rail facilities would need to be evaluated
as part of a separate project. The transit component
included in the Initiative must be developed and
championed regionally, and KYTC and ODOT are ready
to support this when it is advanced at a regional level.

B-5 Greene, B-5-1 01/16/2024 - Local resident with engineering, Businesses and individuals interested in working on the Economy and
Robert D. supervision, management and inspection project may reach out directly to the design-build team Employment
experience heavy civil construction. Looking for | using the following email address: WalshKokosingBrent (4.1.6)
possible employment on challenging project. Spence@walshgroup.com. You can also visit the Walsh
Kokosing Design-Build Team website at
https://walshkokosing.com/. The "Work With Us" page on
the project website also contains links to resources for
businesses and individuals who want to work on the
project.
B-6 Walton, B-6-1 01/16/2024 - | am a former VP of OPW Global KYTC and ODOT have established a Project Advisory Ongoing Public
James P. and got my Honors B.A. Sc., in Mechanical Committee to provide feedback on the project & Stakeholder
Engineering from University of Waterloo, development. Members of the public may provide Involvement
Ontario, Canada. | am retired now but feedback through local representatives who are members = (5.6)
wondered if you have advisory committees for of the Project Advisory Committee. Additional information
design/comment. | was resident in Cincinnati about the Project Advisory Committee and a membership
Manager for Highway & Drainage division of list are provided in the Public Involvement Summary
Westeel, Toronto many years ago and that (January 2024).
division manufactured guiderail, culverts,
multi[ports, bridge decking as well as building
decking and cladding and corrugated grain
bins.
B-7 Johnson, B-7-1 01/18/2024 - Our company is interested in Businesses and individuals interested in working on the Economy and
Narketta becoming a vendor for the Brent Spence project may reach out directly to the design-build team Employment
Bridge Corridor Project. using the following email address: \WalshKokosingBrent (4.1.6)
Spence@walshgroup.com. You can also visit the Walsh
Kokosing Design-Build Team website at
BRENT SPENCE /WVI\ Public Hearing
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Response

Reference!

‘ (\[o} ‘ Comment

https://walshkokosing.com/. The "Work With Us" page on
the project website also contains links to resources for
businesses and individuals who want to work on the
project.

B-8 Davis, Char B-8-1 01/19/2024 - | have a Human Resources
Consulting business and would like to know if
there is a need for Human Resources, Training
& Development, Team Building, Strategic
Planning, Consulting, or any other professional
administrative skills to help with the Brent
Spence Bridge project?

We also provide financial services, background
checks, and workforce development. Please,
contact me at [REDACTED] about my question

and interest in the Brent Spence Bridge project.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Businesses and individuals interested in working on the
project may reach out directly to the design-build team
using the following email address: \WalshKokosingBrent
Spence@walshgroup.com. You can also visit the Walsh
Kokosing Design-Build Team website at
https://walshkokosing.com/. The "Work With Us" page on
the project website also contains links to resources for
businesses and individuals who want to work on the
project.

Economy and
Employment
(4.1.6)

B-9 DeHart, Tim B-9-1 01/25/2024 - We would like to known for non
hazardous pumping services.

Businesses and individuals interested in working on the
project may reach out directly to the design-build team
using the following email address: \WalshKokosingBrent
Spence@walshgroup.com. You can also visit the Walsh
Kokosing Design-Build Team website at
https://walshkokosing.com/. The “Work With Us” page on
the project website also contains links to resources for
businesses and individuals who want to work on the
project.

Economy and
Employment
(4.1.6)
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Reference!

‘ Comment

B-10 Anthony, B-10-1 01/26/2024 - My Naics code is [REDACTED)] The progressive design-build portion of the project will Economy and
James Sr. (painting) | have DBE Certification. In business | include separate goals for disadvantaged business Employment
since 1984. | would like to help with 1A DBE enterprise participation in both the design and (4.1.6)
spend if possible. Please provide instructions. construction portions of the contract. Businesses and
individuals interested in working on the project may reach
out directly to the design-build team using the following
email address: WalshKokosingBrentSpence@
walshgroup.com. You can also visit the Walsh Kokosing
Design-Build Team website at htips://walshkokosing.com/.
The “Work With Us” page on the project website also
contains links to resources for businesses and individuals
who want to work on the project.
B-11 Smith, B-11-1 01/26/2024 - The Bridge has always been so Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will rehabilitate and Project
Angela dark and close net with the lanes. Will there be | reconfigure the existing double-decker Brent Spence Description
lights and hopefully a little bigger lanes. Bridge to reduce the number of lanes on each deck from (1.2)
four to three and provide inside and outside shoulders. Desian Criteria
The lane widths and lighting on the structure will be @3 4)9
finalized during detailed design and in accordance with )
current design standards and processes.
B-12 Anonymous B-12-1 01/26/2024 - Project team has not made a Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) meets the project Purpose and

good faith effort to reduce size and give land
back to Cincinnati.

purpose and need, which is to improve traffic flow and
level of service; improve safety; correct geometric
deficiencies; and maintain connections to key regional
and national transportation corridors.

In addition, ODOT has worked with the City of Cincinnati
to incorporate several enhancements reduce the project
footprint and free up land in the project area.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) incorporates several
refinements that reduce the project’s overall footprint,
including optimizing interchange geometry by utilizing the
land formerly occupied by the dunnhumby USA
headquarters, reducing shoulder widths to match updated
design criteria, designing to appropriate speeds to reduce
the required radii of curvature, constructing retaining
walls, and reducing the width of the companion bridge.

Need (2.)

Additional
Refinements
(3.3)

Future Design
Refinements
3.7)

Public
Comment
Outcomes
(5.1.2)
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‘ [\[o}

‘ Comment

In accordance with current policies, ODOT will transfer
approximately 10 acres of excess land opened up by
refinements to the 3 Street, 4" Street, 5™ Street, and

6™ Street ramps to the City of Cincinnati for potential
redevelopment and/or public use. In addition, ODOT has
committed to building a wider bridge on Ezzard Charles
Drive over I-75 to provide an additional 50 feet of green
space on each side that could support potential future
civic space or retail development by the City of Cincinnati.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) represents the base
design for the Brent Spence Bridge Corridor Project. It is
anticipated that the design-build team for the Phase I
progressive design-build contract will develop innovation
concepts (design refinements) that will be evaluated by
KYTC and ODOT. Innovations that improve project
quality, reduce costs, shorten schedule, support the
design-build contract objectives, and have support at the
local level may be incorporated into the project. One of
the design-build contract objectives that will be
considered during the evaluation of innovation concepts
includes minimizing the footprint of the interstate system
to maximize potential developable space.

B-13 Travieso, B-13-1 01/27/2024 - not comment on The comment was considered unclear, and no response, N/A
Jose Davila forwarding............ the idea gathered other than to document the comment as received, can be
observation nationally.....tourist as New York provided.
and California with the phenomenal.......... (
Attracted economical spark)....
B-14 Roark- B-14-1 01/27/2024 - Thank you for the information we The total project cost estimate is $3.6 billion, which Funding (1.2.1)
Chesser, received on this very expansive project. | live in | includes all costs required to deliver the project, including Cost Estimates
Sharon Covington, KY. My question: who will be paying | but not limited to planning, design, property acquisition,

the bill?

construction, construction management services, and (3.6)

agency labor. The cost of the companion bridge and the
rehabilitation of the existing Brent Spence Bridge will be
split 50/50 between Kentucky and Ohio, and each state
will pay for the approach work on their respective ends of
the bridge. In December 2022, KYTC and ODOT received
$1.635 billion in federal funding grants under programs
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Response Reference?!

‘ (\[o} ‘ Comment

created by the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law. The
Kentucky General Assembly passed, and Governor
Beshear signed, a budget bill that included funding to
fulfill state match requirements for large projects. Ohio’s
legislature approved the State Transportation Budget that
allows ODOT to use a combination of other federal
funding and state funding from the motor fuel tax and
bonding.

B-15 Anonymous B-15-1 01/29/2024 - Turning W 9" in Covington into an
on-ramp for the C-D ramps to downtown and
connection to 5" street next to the highway will
have an impact on residents on W 9" between
Mainstrasse and the highway. Traffic will
increase and there are no speed bumps or
pedestrian walkways painted on the ground at
most crossings although they are legal
crossings.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is anticipated to result = Traffic (3.8)
in minor impacts to vehicular access and travel patterns
due to rerouting. The project is expected to improve
pedestrian access and mobility due to the incorporation of
new and improved sidewalks and shared-use paths on
local roads parallel to and across I-71/I-75.

Travel Patterns
and Access
(4.1.4)

Certified traffic projections prepared for the project show
that, by the year 2049, 1,050 vehicles will travel on West
9™ Street each day if the project is not built (the no-build
condition). Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is expected
to increase traffic on West 9" Street. By 2049, 2,050
vehicles are projected to travel on the portion of

West 9" Street immediately west of the interstate, and
5,550 vehicles are projected to travel on the portion
immediately east of the interstate.

KYTC and ODOT prepared an Interchange Modification
Study Addendum (December 2023) that compared how
Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) would operate when
compared to the no-build condition. The analyses
concluded that Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) would
result in more congested traffic operations at the
intersection of Philadelphia Street and West 9™ Street in
the morning rush hour (AM peak travel period). However,
the intersection is projected to operate at acceptable
levels at all other times of the day. The other West

9™ Street intersections in the study area are projected to
operate at acceptable levels through the year 2049.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) includes a shared-use
path along Simon Kenton Way, sidewalks along West
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Response Reference?!

9" Street between Philadelphia Street and Bullock Street,
and a sidewalk along Bullock Street. Marked crosswalks
will be provided at all West 9™ Street intersections in the
project area. Speed bumps are not proposed to be
installed as part of the project.

B-15-2 01/29/2024 - Why would you not build sound
barriers going through downtown Covington.
This is a residential area where you are
encroaching on people living there. Despite all
the talk of minimizing impact you don’t want to
include sound barriers for the residents?

KYTC evaluated noise for Refined Alternative | Noise -
(Concept I-W) and documented the results for the Kentucky
Covington portions of the project corridor in a Traffic (4.8.1)

Noise Impact Analysis: Brent Spence Bridge Corridor
Project Kentucky — Northern Section (August 2023) and a
Noise Analysis Technical Memorandum Kentucky —
Northern Section (November 2022).

As a result of those studies, KYTC is proposing noise
barriers in Covington on the west side of I-71/I-75 from
West 3" Street to south of Hermes Avenue and on the
east side of the highway from south of Edgecliff Road to
Pike Street. KYTC is also going above and beyond its noise
policy and proposing a noise/visual screening barrier on the
east side of the highway from Pike Street to West 4™ Street.

During detailed design, and in accordance with the KYTC
Noise Analysis and Abatement Policy, a noise abatement
public meeting and surveys will be conducted with the
property owners and tenants who will benefit from noise
and noise/visual screening barriers (benefitted receptors)
at each location where they are proposed in Kentucky.

B-16 Anonymous B-16-1 01/30/2024 - Sound barriers are absolutely
necessary through Covington!

KYTC evaluated noise for Refined Alternative | Noise -
(Concept I-W) and documented the results for the Kentucky
Covington portions of the project corridor in a Traffic (4.8.1)

Noise Impact Analysis: Brent Spence Bridge Corridor
Project Kentucky — Northern Section (August 2023) and a
Noise Analysis Technical Memorandum Kentucky —
Northern Section (November 2022).

As a result of those studies, KYTC is proposing noise
barriers in Covington on the west side of I-71/I-75 from
West 3" Street to south of Hermes Avenue and on the
east side of the highway from south of Edgecliff Road to
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Pike Street. KYTC is also going above and beyond its
noise policy and proposing a noise/visual screening
barrier on the east side of the highway from Pike Street to
West 4" Street.

During detailed design, and in accordance with the KYTC
Noise Analysis and Abatement Policy, a noise abatement
public meeting and surveys will be conducted with the
property owners and tenants who will benefit from noise
and noise/visual screening barriers (benefitted receptors)
at each location where they are proposed in Kentucky.

B-17 Anonymous B-17-1 01/30/2024 - There needs to be sound barriers = KYTC evaluated noise for Refined Alternative | Noise -
with the increased traffic flow and higher (Concept I-W) and documented the results for the Kentucky
elevation. There are instances where | can Covington portions of the project corridor in a Traffic (4.8.1)

hear traffic barreling down the hill as far east as = Noise Impact Analysis: Brent Spence Bridge Corridor
Main street Covington that is easily comparable = Project Kentucky — Northern Section (August 2023). As
to the Tornado sirens. This is sometimes part of the analysis, noise measurements were conducted
confusing and leads to false-positives. | would at noise-sensitive land uses in the study area and within
recommend using sound evaluation equipment | 500 feet of the proposed roadways. These measurements
up during the monthly Tornado siren to were conducted to provide field-measured levels along
compare. existing roadways and to validate models used to predict
traffic noise for Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W). KYTC
also evaluated additional noise/visual screening barriers
in a Noise Analysis Technical Memorandum Kentucky —
Northern Section (November 2022).

As a result of those studies, KYTC is proposing noise
barriers in Covington on the west side of I-71/I-75 from
West 3" Street to south of Hermes Avenue and on the
east side of the highway from south of Edgecliff Road to
Pike Street. KYTC is also going above and beyond its
noise policy and proposing a noise/visual screening
barrier on the east side of the highway from Pike Street to
West 4" Street.

During detailed design, and in accordance with the KYTC
Noise Analysis and Abatement Policy, a noise abatement
public meeting and surveys will be conducted with the
property owners and tenants who will benefit from noise
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‘ Comment

and noise/visual screening barriers (benefitted receptors)
at each location where they are proposed in Kentucky.

B-18 File, B-18-1 01/27/2024 - They should name it " The While the new companion bridge may be formally named, = Project History
Donald R. Bipartisan Bridge" cause finally after 30 the process for naming the new bridge has not yet been (1.2)
something years thats what it took for both established. KYTC and ODOT have established a
sides of the isle and both sides of the Ohio Bi-State Management Team to focus on procurement,
River to come & work together to make it financing, and project communications, and the Bi-State
happen! Management Team will continue working together to
deliver the Brent Spence Bridge Corridor Project.
B-19 Muniz, B-19-1 01/28/2024 - | am interested in working on the Businesses and individuals interested in working on the Economy and
Michael project. Is there any information on the project may reach out directly to the design-build team Employment
contractors that might be hiring. | am a safety using the following email address: \WalshKokosingBrent (4.1.6)
professional with years of construction Spence@walshgroup.com. You can also visit the Walsh
experience that would love an opportunity. Kokosing Design-Build Team website at
https://walshkokosing.com/. The "Work With Us" page on
the project website also contains links to resources for
businesses and individuals who want to work on the
project.
B-20 Porter- B-20-1 01/29/2024 - TriHealth Queensgate is available = Businesses and individuals interested in providing support =~ Economy and
Chandler, to provide walk-in work-related medical care services to project personnel may reach out directly to the = Employment
Pam plus we have a mobile medical unit and 24/7 design-build team using the following email address: (4.1.6)
medical care. WalshKokosingBrentSpence @walshgroup.com. You can
also visit the Walsh Kokosing Design-Build Team website
at https://walshkokosing.com/.
B-21 Flanagan, B-21-1 01/30/2024 - Will there be tolls on the new The project does not include tolls. The Kentucky General Funding (1.2.1)
David bridge like the two bridges in Louisville? Assembly passed legislation in April 2015 that prohibited

If not why not?

the authorization of tolls for any project involving the
interstate highway system that connects the
Commonwealth of Kentucky with the State of Ohio.

B-22 Anonymous B-22-1

01/31/2024 - The primary cause of traffic on the
i75 And i71 is the slow moving semi trucks
during rush hour. Has any thought been given
to adding a congestion fee to semi trucks

The Kentucky General Assembly passed legislation in
April 2015 that prohibited the authorization of tolls for any
project involving the interstate highway system that
connects the Commonwealth of Kentucky with the State

Funding (1.2.1)
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‘ Comment

driving during rush hours to help keep trucks off
the road during rush hour

Response

of Ohio. The Brent Spence Bridge Corridor Project does
not include congestion pricing because it is a form of
tolling and is therefore prohibited in Kentucky.

Reference!

B-23 Jerry B-23-1 01/31/2024 - Traveling at the end of February The project will not impact traffic on the existing Brent Project
and usually go through Cincinnati. How is traffic | Spence Bridge (BSB) in February 2024. Construction on Description
on Brent Spence Bridge? Phase Il of the project (which includes the existing BSB) (1.2)
is expected to begin in 2025, although some limited
construction activities may begin in late 2024.
B-24 Liam B-24-1 02/02/2024 - One of my greatest concerns with | Air quality studies concluded that Refined Alternative | Drinking Water

this project is the health risks. The assessment
mentions that dust, fumes, and chemicals
resulting from the project are harmful to human
health and could exceed safe levels. Workers
may be given the necessary training and PPE
to keep them safe, but what is being done for
the thousands of nearby residents who will be
exposed to these health risks for years?
Attempted mitigation of the health risks as

(Concept I-W) is not anticipated to further degrade, and
may improve, overall air quality in the project area.
Furthermore, environmental commitments have been
incorporated into the project to protect water quality,
drinking water, and groundwater, including establishing
communication protocols in the event that a spill occurs
during construction activities. Some land that will be
acquired for the project has been subject to historic
contamination, and KYTC and ODOT will remove and

4.2.7)

Regulated
Materials (4.4)

Air Quality (4.6)

Construction
Impacts (4.11)

Ongoing Public

stated in the assessment is not an adequate properly dispose of regulated solid waste, petroleum- & Stakeholder
answer if it means that health risks will be contaminated soil and water, and underground storage Involvement
inevitable. Will proper outreach be conducted in = tanks that are present on these properties. These (5.6)
order to educate locals on the health dangers activities represent a beneficial effect of Refined
that this project might expose them to before it = Alternative | (Concept I-W) by addressing historic
begins? contamination in the project area.
Is there a plan in place to notify and potentially = Temporary construction-related air quality impacts are
evacuate people nearby if environmental expected due to increased dust and mobile source
damage reaches dangerous levels? Will there emissions from construction equipment and increased
be a fund established for people who emissions from increased traffic congestion during
potentially develop illnesses resulting from the construction. Environmental commitments have been
project? Both Kentucky and Ohio have had incorporated into the project to minimize and mitigate
recent catastrophic transportation related temporary construction impacts. Temporary air quality
accidents that have put strain on the health and = effects will be minimized by following federal, state, and
lives of local communities and the environment | local regulations regarding dust and emission controls.
m?(;cti;]gogf;g;rlT;Eg%gégﬁ'g‘gg?gzd?%ng In addition, KYTC and ODOT will de\_/elop a_md imp_lement
through the assessment did not provide me a dust control pla_n_ and an amblent alr.qualllty monitoring
assurance that the lives of local residents are program for sensitive areas in the corridor, including
- Public Hearing
BRIDGE CORRIDOR 7‘\‘ Public Comments and Responses Page B-11



‘ \[o} ‘ Comment Response Reference?!

being taken seriously enough. The assessment | areas utilized by children and other sensitive land uses
also mentions that the project will implement an = such as schools, parks and recreation areas, and
outdoor ambient air quality monitoring program | hospitals. Additional details related to the ambient air
during construction in sensitive areas. It follows = quality monitoring program will be determined during

up by saying that construction activities would detailed design, including locations, times, and durations

be suspended if there are deficiencies of air quality monitoring; protocols to address any
exceeding NAAQS levels and will not resume exceedances of the National Ambient Air Quality
until the problem is identified and corrected. Standards (NAAQS) should they be observed; and how

Will the air quality monitoring program data be monitoring and enforcement data will be made available
available for local residents, the general public, @ to the public.
or a third party to review and ensure that the

workers and contractors are being honest? KYTC, ODOT and the contractors will also develop an

incident management plan for the construction period.
Local cities and relevant agencies and first responders,
including police, fire, and emergency services, will have
an opportunity to review and comment on plans to
manage traffic and incidents during construction.

Information about ongoing project activities will be shared
with the public through project website updates, social
media, e-newsletters, local media, presentations to local
groups, and virtual project updates. In addition, KYTC and
ODOT will establish multiple methods for the public to
make inquiries about the project during detailed design
and construction (including via the project website, email,
direct mailings, and phone) and will provide timely
responses to inquiries that are received.

The project does not include a fund related to public
health. In the event of an unanticipated major incident,
KYTC and ODOT will follow existing policies and
procedures in each state. Both Ohio and Kentucky have
emergency management agencies that are tasked with
dealing with major incidents, and ODOT and KYTC
actively engage with these agencies when there is a
major transportation-related incident.

B-25 Anonymous B-25-1 02/03/2024 - Please implement the Bridge As part of the public involvement conducted for the Future Design
Forward plan! This plan will have a project, ODOT and the City of Cincinnati have held Refinements
tremendously positive impact on Cincinnati, multiple working sessions with Bridge Forward to discuss = (3.7)

their ideas about the Brent Spence Bridge (BSB) Corridor
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and we need to make up for the mistakes of the
past.

Response Reference?!

Public
Comments
(5.1.1)

Project. KYTC and ODOT have prepared detailed
responses to several concepts submitted by Bridge
Forward, which are included in the Public Involvement
Summary (January 2024).

During Phase Il of the BSB Corridor Project, KYTC and
ODOT will evaluate innovation concepts and will consider
incorporating measures that improve project quality,
reduce costs, shorten schedule, support the design-build
contract objectives, and have support at the local level.
During this process, KYTC and ODOT have committed to
further evaluating comments and concepts submitted by
Bridge Forward, including the latest concepts submitted
for consideration.

B-26

Leinweber

B-26-1

02/05/2024 - | drive Tuesdays - Saturdays from
my home in Downtown Cincinnati, over the
BSB and up the cut-in-the-hill to work at DHL
@CVG. The highway street lighting on the
Kentucky side have not operated properly for
over 5 years. KY replaced the older style lamps
with LED lamps. HOWEVER, there are STILL
100's of streetlamps that do not work from the
BSB all the way to the 171/1275 interchange.
This makes traveling this stretch of highway
VERY dangerous, especially at nighttime,
especially during rain or inclement weather.
This stretch of highway is VERY heavily
traveled at all hours, especially during rush
hours. Furthermore, tractor trailer trucks
regularly ignore the "NO TRUCKS THIS LANE"
signs painted on the roadway. Maybe they
can't see the signs due to the poor street
lighting!! ANY plan for the Brent Spence Bridge
Corridor must demand that the Commonwealth
of Kentucky: 1) Make operational ALL street
lighting from the bridge all the way to the
I71/1275 interchange.

The purpose and need of the project is to improve traffic Project
flow and level of service; improve safety; correct Description
geometric deficiencies; and maintain connections to key (1.2)

regional and national transportation corridors.
Purpose and

Need (2.)

Design Criteria
3.4

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will rehabilitate and
reconfiguring the existing double-decker Brent Spence
Bridge to reduce the number of lanes on each deck from
four to three and provide inside and outside shoulders.

The project will install new lighting on 1-71/1-75 throughout
the project area. Lighting plans will be finalized during
detailed design and in accordance with current design
standards and processes.
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BRIDGE CORRIDOR 7‘\‘ Public Comments and Responses

B-26-2 02/05/2024 - 2) Erect overhead signage The project will install new signing on I-71/1-75 throughout = Design Criteria
informing tractor trailer drivers that they must the project area. The design and locations of highway (3.4)
use the right 2 lanes, with sufficient notice so signs will be finalized during detailed design and in
the drivers can move over PRIOR to climbing accordance with current design standards and guidelines.
the hill.
B-27 Howard, B-27-1 02/04/2024 - Will the City of Cincinnai issue The City of Cincinnati will not be funding any portion of Funding (1.2.1)
Tony L. bonds for its share of the companion bridge? If | the new companion bridge. The cost of the companion
so, when? bridge and the rehabilitation of the existing Brent Spence
Bridge will be split 50/50 between Kentucky and Ohio,
and each state will pay for the approach work on their
respective ends of the bridge.
B-28 DeShano, B-28-1 02/05/2024 - My name is Alex DeShano, and | Businesses and individuals interested in working on the Economy and
Alexander am the Transportation manager at Huff project may reach out directly to the design-build team Employment
Contractors Inc., a specialized transportation using the following email address: WalshKokosingBrent (4.1.6)
company based in West Harrison, Indiana, with = Spence@walshgroup.com. You can also visit the Walsh
a strong focus on heavy and overweight freight, = Kokosing Design-Build Team website at
particularly in open deck freight solutions. https://walshkokosing.com/. The "Work With Us" page on
We have been following the developments of the project website also contains links to resources for
. . . . businesses and individuals who want to work on the
the Brent Spence Bridge Corridor project with .
. ; project.
great interest and are impressed by the scope
and significance of this initiative for the
Kentucky and Ohio regions. With our extensive
experience in managing and executing logistics
for large-scale infrastructure projects, we
believe Huff Contractors Inc. can offer
unparalleled support in hauling the necessary
freight for the construction and related activities
of this landmark project.
Our fleet is equipped to handle the diverse
needs of the Brent Spence Bridge Corridor
project, ensuring timely and safe delivery of
materials with efficiency and precision. We are
committed to contributing to the project's
success by leveraging our expertise in heavy
and oversized freight transportation, backed by
BRENT SPENCE /WVI\ Public Hearing
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our dedication to safety, reliability, and
environmental responsibility.

We would welcome the opportunity to discuss
how Huff Contractors Inc. can partner with your
team to meet the project's transportation and
logistics needs. Please let us know a
convenient time for a meeting or if there are
any specific requirements or information you
need from us to consider our proposal further.

Thank you for considering Huff Contractors Inc.
We look forward to the possibility of
contributing to this vital infrastructure project.

Response

Reference!

B-29 Nighswander, B-29-1 02/05/2024 - Can you please say how much of = The construction of Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) Goebel Park
Nicholas Goebel Park in Covington is expected to be will result in a net 0.6-acre reduction in the size of the Complex
taken with the new bridge corridor right of way? = Goebel Park Complex. An estimated 2.84 acres of (4.13.3)
Thank you. low-lying, flood prone park property will be acquired from
the southwest corner of the Goebel Park Complex
(2.34 acres in Goebel Park and 0.50 acre in Kenney
Shields Park). The acquired land will be mitigated and
replaced with an estimated 2.23 acres of currently state-
owned property that is at a higher elevation, not prone to
flooding, and adjacent to the northwest corner of the
Goebel Park Complex.
B-30 Riopel, B-30-1 02/08/2024 - This project is a huge chance to try | Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) meets the project Purpose and
Alexander to undo at least a small amount of the damage purpose and need, which is to improve traffic flow and Need (2.)
that was done building I-75 and I-71 through level of service; improve safety; correct geometric Additional
Cincinnati in the first place. More land could be deficiencies; and maintain connections to key regional Refinements
given back to Cincinnati by making the rampsto = and national transportation corridors. (3.3)

the 6™ Street US 50 Expressway operate as part
of an actual street grid instead of as giant
highway ramps.5" Street could have a street
bridge with pedestrian and bike space to cross
I-71 into Queensgate so that 5 Street could be
reconnected and Cincinnati could have a
chance to redevelop the low density industrial
space into higher value higher economic

In addition, ODOT has worked with the City of Cincinnati
to incorporate several enhancements to reduce the
project footprint, improve accommodations for pedestrians
and bicyclists, and free up land in the project area.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will build new and/or
reconstruct existing sidewalks, shared-use paths, and bicycle
lanes on local streets that are parallel to or cross

Future Design
Refinements
3.7)

Neighborhood
and Community
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production mixed use medium to high density
space. In the current planned design it is
extremely unfriendly for anything but private
automobiles to cross the chasm that is the I-75
interchange.

It is good that ODOT has at least somewhat
listened and given some space back to the city
to develop, but there is so much more that can
be done, even if it is not as ambitious as a
highway cap design. There is no reason that a
bridge for 5™ Street to reconnect the street grid
and more friendly and safe street design
instead of just highway ramps to connect to the
6" Street Expressway cannot be incorporated
into this design. Although it may seem
unimaginable, it's definitely possible that the 6"
Street Expressway could someday be
redeveloped into an at-grade boulevard to try to
restore some of the street grid and developable
space of Queensgate (which used to be part of
the West End with thousands of people!). |
believe that ODOT can and should do better, in
this current age where cities are trying to make
themselves more friendly to humans and not
just automobiles.

Response Reference?!

I-71/1-75. These improvements will increase the options Cohesion
available to pedestrians and bicyclists, which will enhance @ (4.1.2)
community connectivity along and across the I-71/I-75

corridor. Travel Patterns

and Access
New bicycle lanes and shared-use paths incorporated into = (4.1.4)
Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will also support future
planned improvements of regional pedestrian and bicycle
networks.

In accordance with current policies, ODOT will transfer
approximately 10 acres of excess land opened up by
refinements to the 3 Street, 4™ Street, 5" Street, and

6™ Street ramps to the City of Cincinnati for potential
redevelopment and/or public use. In addition, ODOT has
committed to building a wider bridge on Ezzard Charles
Drive over I-75 to provide an additional 50 feet of green
space on each side that could support potential future
civic space or retail development by the City of Cincinnati.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is anticipated to have
a net benefit to community cohesion due to the
incorporation of aesthetic enhancements, multimodal
facilities, noise reduction measures, and drainage
improvements.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) represents the base
design for the Brent Spence Bridge Corridor Project. It is
anticipated that the design-build team for the Phase I
progressive design-build contract will develop innovation
concepts (design refinements) that will be evaluated by
KYTC and ODOT. Innovations that improve project
quality, reduce costs, shorten schedule, support the
design-build contract objectives, and have support at the
local level may be incorporated into the project. Some of
the design-build contract objectives that will be
considered during the evaluation of innovation concepts
include: minimizing physical intrusion and impact;
maximizing public investment by minimizing the project
footprint; minimizing the footprint of the interstate system
to maximize potential developable space; improving
neighborhood connectivity across the interstate; and
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building the project with a context sensitive design that fits
within the community.

B-31 Stevens, B-31-1 02/08/2024 - This is Natalie Stevens and | came = KYTC and ODOT only publish state and federal N/A
Natalie across the helpful information you shared on construction/contractor resources on the project website.
your page at brentspencebridgecorridor.com/
work-with-us/construction-contractor-resources
and was wondering if you would be interested
in sharing a new resource to that page.

From equipment mishaps to structural
collapses, construction sites rank among the
most perilous workplaces. That's why we
started a campaign for construction worker
safety, which reviews safety precautions
construction workers, managers, and site
owners can take to lower the risk of accidents
and injuries on the job. Check it out:
Construction Safety Campaign - shulman-
hill.com/constructionsite-safety/

We put a ton of work into it. If you think this
guide could be helpful for your readers, would
you consider sharing a link to this somewhere
on your page? I'm sure you get a lot of
requests like this, but | think it may be worth a
look.

Let me know if you have any questions or
thoughts about this.

B-32 AJ B-32-1 02/12/2024 - With the City of Cincinnati's new ODOT has closely coordinated the design of local Project
plans to close EIm Street downtown as part of connections to and from the Brent Spence Bridge corridor = Description
the renovation of the convention center, all with City of Cincinnati's Department of Transportation and = (1.1)
commuters coming from 171/175 North to Engineering. Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) provides .
downtown or OTR who are getting off the 5" a new exit ramp from the northbound collector-distributor Traffic (3.8)
Street exit will not be able to turn north to roadway system at Ezzard Charles Drive. This ramp is Travel Patterns
continue to OTR or FCC's stadium etc. There is = expected to improve access to Union Terminal, TQL and Access
a no left turn sign on Central Ave and if Elm is Stadium, and Over-the-Rhine. EIm Street north of (4.1.4)
closed all those people won't be able to go 5 Street in Cincinnati is outside of the traffic study area

north until blocks later at Vine Street. Between that was established in the Interchange Modification
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this and the addition of FCC's stadium | feel
like a lot of local connections have changed
since the original plans came out and they
need to be addressed and incorporated.

Response

Study Addendum (December 2023) that was prepared for
the project. Modifications to local roadways outside of the
project area are the responsibility of the City of Cincinnati.

Reference!

BRIDGE CORRIDOR 7‘\‘ Public Comments and Responses

B-33 Pierce, B-33-1 02/12/2024 - My name is Stephanie Pierce and | The progressive design-build portion of the project will Economy and
Stephanie I'm reaching out on behalf of Spotted Yeti include separate goals for disadvantaged business Employment
Media, a certified women-owned video strategy = enterprise participation in both the design and (4.1.6)
and content creation studio. construction portions of the contract. Businesses and
I'm writing in hopes that this is the correct route individuals interested .in working on the'project may reach
o being added to your vendor database and out Gjlrectly to the deS|gn-bU|_Id team using the following
having the opportunity to bid on any current or email address: WalshKokosingBrent i
future opportunities related to marketing/ video Spenc_e@wals_hqroup.com. You can also visit the Walsh
- Kokosing Design-Build Team website at
content creation. https://walshkokosing.com/. The "Work With Us" page on
I'm happy to complete any necessary the project website also contains links to resources for
steps/paperwork in order to be able to bid on businesses and individuals who want to work on the
these future opportunities. project.
Would you be able to point me in the right
direction for next in being added to your vendor
database?
B-34 Wade, B-34-1 02/13/2024 - Hello, my name is Lakisha Wade. = Businesses and individuals interested in working on the Economy and
Lakisha | have completed cornerstone construction project may reach out directly to the design-build team Employment
program at Citi Link Center, Cincinnati, OH and | using the following email address: WalshKokosingBrent (4.1.6)
I would love to come and work with you guys. Spence@walshgroup.com. You can also visit the Walsh
Kokosing Design-Build Team website at
https://walshkokosing.com/. The "Work With Us" page on
the project website also contains links to resources for
businesses and individuals who want to work on the
project.
B-35 Anonymous B-35-1 02/15/2024 - The current plan dramatically Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) incorporates several Additional
increases the concrete footprint of the project refinements that reduce the project’s overall footprint, Refinements
which impacts residents in the nearby areas, including optimizing interchange geometry by utilizing the = (3.3)
forests and wetlands. land formerly occupied by the dunnhumby USA Land Use
headquarters, reducing shoulder widths to match updated @.1.1)
design criteria, designing to appropriate speeds to reduce o
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the required radii of curvature, constructing retaining
walls, and reducing the width of the companion bridge.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will convert

51.18 acres of land to transportation use, which will
include four residential relocations. The acquisition of
property for right-of-way has been, and will continue to be,
in accordance with the Uniform Relocation Assistance
and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970
(Uniform Act).

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will result in
permanent impacts to 2.38 acres of emergent wetlands
that are dominated by cattails. Based on the analyses
completed for the project, it was determined that there is
no practicable alternative to the proposed construction in
wetlands and that Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W)
includes all practicable measures to minimize harm to
wetlands that may result from such use. Environmental
commitments have been incorporated into the project to
minimize and mitigate wetland impacts.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will remove about

90 acres of forested areas. Environmental commitments
have been incorporated into the project to minimize and
mitigate impacts to forested areas. These include
minimizing tree removal and mitigating habitat loss in
Kentucky through a contribution to the Imperiled Bat
Conservation Fund (IBCF). The IBCF will offset project-
related impacts by acquiring and protecting forested
habitat, providing habitat management and improvement,
and providing focused research and monitoring efforts.

Relocations
(4.1.5)

Wetlands
(4.2.1)

Terrestrial
Habitat (4.2.3)

B-35-2 02/15/2024 - Air quality will decrease and
human health impacts will increase if the
expected traffic volumes materialize.

Air quality studies prepared for Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W) utilized 2020 existing, 2050 no-build, and
2050 build traffic forecasts that were developed using the
Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana Regional Council of Governments
(OKI) travel demand model of record. The OKI travel
demand model of record was also used to develop the
certified traffic projections that were used for the traffic
operational analyses for the project. The air quality

Air Quality (4.6)

Construction
Impacts (4.11)
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studies concluded that Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W)
is not anticipated to further degrade, and may improve,
overall air quality in the project area.

Temporary construction-related air quality impacts are
expected due to increased dust and mobile source
emissions from construction equipment and increased
emissions from increased traffic congestion during
construction. Environmental commitments have been
incorporated into the project to minimize and mitigate
temporary construction impacts. Temporary air quality
effects will be minimized by following federal, state, and
local regulations regarding dust and emission controls. In
addition, KYTC and ODOT will develop and implement a
dust control plan and an ambient air quality monitoring
program for sensitive areas in the corridor, including
areas utilized by children and other sensitive land uses
such as schools, parks and recreation areas, and
hospitals.

B-35-3 02/15/2024 - The current plan does not fully In northern Kentucky, transportation projects must Utilities (4.12.1)
address the problem of toxic stormwater runoff. = address the quantity of stormwater runoff by separating
interstate runoff from combined sewer systems. While
only runoff from new impervious area is required to be
separated, KYTC has committed to separating all
interstate runoff from the Brent Spence Bridge (BSB)
corridor from the existing combined sewer system.

In the Cincinnati area, transportation projects must address
both the quantity and quality of stormwater runoff, both by
separating stormwater runoff from combined sewer
systems and providing measures to reduce stormwater
pollutants. ODOT has committed to separating highway
drainage from the existing combined sewer system in
Ohio and partnering with the Metropolitan Sewer District
of Greater Cincinnati to build infrastructure to drain
directly to Mill Creek and/or the Ohio River.

To address water quality treatment requirements in Ohio,
vegetated options for stormwater best management
practices (BMP's) will be utilized to the maximum extent
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practicable. Given the dense urban land use in the project
area, the majority of the stormwater BMP treatment
requirements will be addressed via off-site mitigation.
ODOT will continue to coordinate off-site mitigation
measures with the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency
as each project phase progresses through detailed
design.

B-35-4 02/15/2024 - The current plan does not

address the transportation needs of low-

income, elderly and other residents.

An Environmental Justice Analysis Report (January 2024) = Environmental
was prepared to assess the effects of Refined Alternative | Justice (4.1.7)
| (Concept I-W) on low-income and minority
(environmental justice) populations. The analysis
concluded that Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) would
result in the following effects on environmental justice (EJ)
populations:

Socioeconomic
Groups (4.1.8)

- No adverse effects on community resources, access
and mobility, safety, air quality, stormwater, visual
setting, and workforce development;

- No adverse indirect and cumulative effects;

- No disproportionately high and adverse relocation,
noise, or temporary construction effects; and

- Net benefits due to mitigation and enhancements for
parks and Longworth Hall; improved access, mobility,
and safety for all modes of travel; reduced vehicle
emissions; reduced noise; reduced flooding and
combined sewer overflows; improved aesthetics; direct
and indirect workforce enhancements; and an
interpretive display in the West End neighborhood.

A Socioeconomic Technical Report (January 2024) was
prepared to assess the effects of Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W) on older adults, individuals with limited
English proficiency, adults with disabilities, and zero-car
households. The analysis concluded that Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) would result in the following
effects on these socioeconomic populations and groups:
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- No impacts to community resources; pedestrian,
bicycle, and transit access and mobility; safety; air
quality; stormwater; and workforce development;

- No indirect impacts;
- No substantial noise impacts;

- Minimal relocation and greenhouses gases and climate
change impacts;

- Minor vehicular access and mobility; visual setting;
cumulative; and temporary construction impacts; and

- Benefits due to mitigation and enhancements for parks
and historic properties; improved access, mobility, and
safety for all modes of travel; reduced vehicle
emissions; reduced noise; reduced flooding and
combined sewer overflows; improved aesthetics and
visual character; and direct and indirect workforce

enhancements.
B-35-5 02/15/2024 - The current plan ignores feedback = KYTC and ODOT have incorporated several refinements Public and
from community groups. into Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) in direct response = Stakeholder
to comments and feedback that were gathered from the Involvement
general public and community groups, including: (5.1)

- KYTC will implement measures to improve safety for
pedestrians and school-age children who cross the
northbound entrance ramp from Dixie Highway to
I-71/1-75. Measures will include reducing length of the
crosswalk, installing warning signs, and enhancing the
pavement markings to better define the crosswalk for
pedestrians and vehicles.

- KYTC is proposing a noise/visual screening barrier in
the vicinity of Maple Avenue, south and west of Dixie
Highway in Fort Mitchell.

- KYTC is proposing a noise/visual screening barrier in
the Mainstrasse neighborhood, including in the vicinity
of the Goebel Park Complex.
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- During final design, KYTC will coordinate with the City
of Covington to evaluate the use of transparent noise
barriers in some locations to preserve views of the
Goebel Park Complex from the highway and to
preserve views of the skyline and across I-71/I-75 from
surrounding neighborhoods.

In accordance with current policies, ODOT will transfer
approximately 10 acres of excess land opened up by
refinements to the 3 Street, 4™ Street, 5" Street, and
6" Street ramps to the City of Cincinnati for potential
redevelopment and/or public use.

- ODOT has committed to work with the City of
Cincinnati to conduct before/after surveys of other
roadways impacted by increased traffic during
construction. ODOT will restore those roadways to pre-
construction conditions once the project is complete.

- ODOT has committed to building a wider bridge on
Ezzard Charles Drive over I-75 to provide an additional
50 feet of green space on each side that could support
potential future civic space or retail development by the
City of Cincinnati.

- In addition, during targeted neighborhood outreach
activities, community members generally expressed
support for the refinements, mitigation, and
enhancements incorporated into Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W), including the reduction of the project
footprint, additional developable land, additional noise
and noise/visual screening barriers, measures to
reduce flooding and combined sewer overflows, new
and improved multimodal facilities, and aesthetic
features.
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B-35-6 02/15/2024 - These are only a few of the In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act | Introduction (1.)
concerns about the human health, ecological (NEPA), an Environmental Assessment (EA) was originally Ecological
and environmental justice impacts of this major = prepared for the BSB Corridor Project, and a Finding of ResoSrces 4.2)
road-building project. We need to make sure No Significant Impact (FONSI) was approved by FHWA )
that any plans do not contribute to on August 9, 2012. Reevaluations completed in 2015 and = Environmental
environmental concerns. These need to be 2018 concluded that the 2012 FONSI remained valid. Justice (4.1.7)
addressed. A supplemental EA has been prepared consistent with

Title 23 of the Code of Federal Regulations §8§ 771.129
and 771.130 and assesses updated regulatory
requirements, changed site conditions, design
refinements to the previously selected alternative, impact
changes (mostly reductions), further environmental
commitments (enhancements and mitigation), and
additional NEPA reevaluation and coordination efforts that
have occurred since the 2012 EA/FONSI. The
supplemental EA provides an analysis of potential
impacts of refined project activities that were not
expressly included in the approved 2012 EA/FONSI. All of
the environmental studies prepared for the 2012 EA,
including ecological surveys, have been reexamined and
updated to meet current state and federal requirements.
KYTC and ODOT also conducted additional EJ studies,
which are documented in an Environmental Justice
Analysis Report.

B-36 Doyle, Russ B-36-1 02/15/2024 - ODOT DO YOUR DESIGN, THE The comment was considered unclear, and no response, N/A
cabal Developers are retro fitting using other than to document the comment as received, can be
incremental land left to squeeze out profit and provided.
the rag tag council is bought and sold, don't
sacrifice our highways n byways. The don't like
cars. With civil war group, Model T's.

B-37 Rippin, Kelly ' B-37-1 02/19/2024 - Is there any chance you can KYTC and ODOT executed a contract with the N/A

provide a little additional insight on a couple
things! The website answered a lot of my
guestions, so thank you for that. Looking for
more on these two points to see 1) if the

progressive design-build team for Phase Il of the Brent
Spence Bridge (BSB) Corridor Project in October 2024.
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progressive design-build team IS under

contract &
B-37-2 02/19/2024 - 2) if the finalization of The supplemental Environmental Assessment (EA) was Public Hearing
supplemental environmental assessment has made available for public review on January 26, 2024, (5.5)
been complete? and a public comment period concluded on March 8, 2024.
KYTC, ODOT, and FHWA will consider all comments
received before making a final decision on the
supplemental EA. A detailed summary providing
responses to all public and agency comments will be
incorporated into the final environmental document. In
addition, KYTC and ODOT will provide written responses
to each participating or cooperating agency who
submitted comments.
B-37-3 02/19/2024 - Once the progressive design-build = Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) represents the base Future Design
team is under contract, begin 60-day design for the BSB Corridor Project. It is anticipated that Refinements
Innovation Period to look for opportunities to the design-build team for the Phase Il progressive 3.7)
refine and improve the project further. design-build contract will develop innovation concepts
(design refinements) that will be evaluated by KYTC and
ODOT. Innovations that improve project quality, reduce
costs, shorten schedule, support the design-build contract
objectives, and have support at the local level may be
incorporated into the project. Based on the current
schedule, KYTC and ODOT anticipate sharing
refinements to the base design in May 2024.
B-37-4 02/19/2024 - Finalization of a supplemental Based on the current schedule, KYTC and ODOT N/A
Environmental Assessment in February 2024. anticipate receiving final approval of the supplemental EA
in April 2024.
B-37-5 02/19/2024 - Last question | have...Will there While limited work may begin on Phase Il of the BSB Project
be any NOTICEABLE construction starting in Corridor Project in late 2024, construction is not expected = Description
202472 1 know the timeline is tough, but to begin in earnest until 2025. (1.1)

wondering it will be more getting technical
things in place or if it's land preps? Appreciate
any insight you can offer!
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B-37A | Stietzel, B-37A-1 02/20/2024 - I'm a Facility Manager for H5 Data = ODOT has already acquired most of the property needed Land Use
Walter Centers. We own a property that will be to build the project, and all impacted property owners (4.1.1)
affected by the 175 bridge construction and I'm | have been contacted. ODOT will coordinate utility
looking for information on what is needed from relocation requirements with this property owner during
us. Its apparent that this project will affect our the detailed design phase of the project. Questions about
utility power, internet connectivity, local and right-of-way acquisition can be directed to the ODOT
long-haul communication networks, potable Brent Spence Bridge Corridor Project Manager:
water, and fire system water supply. Could Tom.Arnold@dot.ohio.gov.
either of you guide me to a resource that can
assist me with understanding our
responsibilities with respect to this project?
B-38 Spillers, B-38-1 02/20/2024 - | have heard that the project will Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will not require the Relocations
Stephan include changes as far south as the Ft. relocation of any homes in the vicinity of East Orchard (4.1.5)
Mitchell/Dixie Hwy exit. Will any homes in Ft. Road. One residence that is located immediately adjacent
Mitchell be required to be vacated as part of to the northbound I-71/1-75 exit ramp to Kyles Lane has
this project? My property borders the fence line | been relocated. KYTC has already initiated the right-of-way
along 71/75 on East Orchard Rd. in Ft. Mitchell. | process for all property owners in Fort Mitchell who will be
impacted by Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W).
B-38-2 02/20/2024 - Is a permanent sound barrier part = KYTC evaluated noise for Refined Alternative | Noise -
of the plans? The southbound side of the (Concept I-W) and documented the results for the Fort Kentucky
interstate in this area already has a sound Mitchell portions of the project corridor in a Traffic Noise (4.8.1)
barrier, but the northbound side just has a Assessment: Brent Spence Bridge Corridor Project
chain link fence. Kentucky Southern Section (August 2023). As a result of
that study, KYTC is proposing a noise barrier on the
northbound side of I-71/I-75 from Dixie Highway to
Kyles Lane. The proposed noise barrier will provide sound
reduction along East Orchard Road, which was
referenced by the commenter.
During detailed design, and in accordance with the KYTC
Noise Analysis and Abatement Policy, a noise abatement
public meeting and surveys will be conducted with the
property owners and tenants who will benefit from noise
barriers (benefitted receptors) at each location where they
are proposed in Kentucky.
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B-39 Maley, B-39-1 02/20/2024 - My company owns a property on ODOT has already acquired most of the property needed Land Use
Brandon Gest St [REDACTED]. My tenants are fiber to build the project, and all impacted property owners (4.1.1)
transport companies. Who do | need to speak have been contacted. ODOT will coordinate utility Utilties (4.12.1)
with regarding modifications to power, water relocation requirements with this property owner during e
and fiber connectivity to this property that will the detailed design phase of the project. Questions about
be affected by the construction efforts? right-of-way acquisition can be directed to the ODOT
Brent Spence Bridge Corridor Project Manager:
Tom.Arnold@dot.ohio.gov.
B-40 Anonymous B-40-1 02/20/2024 - Is there any way to complete this Construction on Phase Il of the Brent Spence Bridge Project
work without it taking five years? Seems (BSB) Corridor Project (Dixie Highway in Kentucky to Linn = Description
extremely excessive for a project that is long Street in Ohio) is expected to begin in 2025 and be (1.2)
overdue. substantially complete by 2030. Construction on Phase I Future Desian
(Linn Street to Findlay Street in Ohio) is expected to begin R finementg
in 2026 with completion in 2031. Construction of Phase | (367)
(Findlay Street to Marshall Avenue in Ohio) is expected to :
begin in 2029 and be completed in 2032. The construction
timeframes are typical for large, complex urban interstate
widening projects and for the construction of a new
double decker companion bridge spanning the Ohio
River.
During Phase 1l of the BSB Corridor Project, KYTC and
ODOT will evaluate innovation concepts and will consider
incorporating measures that improve project quality,
reduce costs, shorten schedule, support the design-build
contract objectives, and have support at the local level.
B-41 Schmidt, B-41-1 02/20/2024 - | was there at the beginning and While the new companion bridge may be formally named, = Project History
John have a website that may be valuable to those. the process for naming the new bridge has not yet been 1.2)

What | provide. Excuse me. I'm sorry. I'm old.
I'm 73. But | do have a website that I'd like to
convey to you, and you can take a look and
see how it might be beneficial to give people an
oversight from the beginning as we started.
That website is national freedom bridge Is my
hope that would be a good name on the bridge.
Not that | expect it to happen, but the national
freedom bridge is the hallmark of the story on
the web that you can. Its national freedom

established. KYTC and ODOT have established a
Bi-State Management Team to focus on procurement,
financing, and project communications, and the Bi-State
Management Team will continue working together to
deliver the Brent Spence Bridge Corridor Project.
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bridge.com You can get that URL and see what
I'm talking about.

B-41-2 02/20/2024 - I'm a dedicated river straddler and = The project does not include tolls. The Kentucky General Funding (1.2.1)
we held out for no tolls, and it looks like we won = Assembly passed legislation in April 2015 that prohibited
that battle. Thank you very much. the authorization of tolls for any project involving the

interstate highway system that connects the
Commonwealth of Kentucky with the State of Ohio.

B-42 Gray, B-42-1 02/20/2024 - Thank you in advance for this new = The commenter's support for the project has been N/A
Kathryn endeavor. The change will be what's needed. included in the project record.
B-43 Anonymous B-43-1 02/20/2024 - The most recent trends indicate Existing and historic traffic counts for the Brent Spence Traffic (3.8)

that the bridge is receiving less and less traffic. = Bridge (BSB) were compiled using a variety of data
generated by ODOT, KYTC, and the Ohio-Kentucky-
Indiana Regional Council of Governments (OKIl). Counts
collected during 2020 and 2021 were not considered to be
reflective of the travel demand in the corridor due to
factors related to the COVID pandemic. The traffic
projections for the BSB Corridor Project utilize a
pre-COVID base year of 2019.

KYTC and ODOT developed design-level no-build and
build certified traffic for the years 2029 and 2049, which
reflected the anticipated opening day and design years for
the entire BSB Corridor Project based on the most current
project development. The certified traffic projections were
based on existing 2019 traffic counts in the BSB corridor,
the Ohio Traffic Forecasting Manual, and the OKI regional
travel demand model of record. The 2029 and 2049
certified traffic projections were used to prepare an
Interchange Modification Study Addendum (December
2023), and the methodology for developing the certified
traffic projections is detailed in Appendix E of that report.

Traffic projections prepared during the preparation of the
2012 Environmental Assessment estimated that 197,000
vehicles per day would travel across the existing BSB by
the year 2035 under the no-build scenario. The current
certified traffic projections estimate a slightly lower volume
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of 183,000 vehicles per day by the year 2049, also under
the no-build scenario. This decrease is due to lower
existing traffic volumes in the corridor and lower expected
rates of population and employment growth in the OKI
region.

Reference!

B-43-2

02/20/2024 - While the bridge’s current state is
concerning, | believe adding an additional
bridge with an alarming amount of lanes on top
of the additional land it will consume to
construct are concerning. While a multibillion
project is required to alleviate such issues, |
believe that the focus is in good faith but not
solving the root problem. The root problem
seemingly being that the current Brent Spence
Bridge is defunct in its ability to accommodate
both local and interstate traffic.

The purpose and need of the project is to improve traffic
flow and level of service; improve safety; correct
geometric deficiencies; and maintain connections to key
regional and national transportation corridors.

Purpose and
Need (2.)

B-43-3

02/20/2024 - A singular bridge with minimal
lanes with rail and walkways included on such
a bridge could easily solve the problems that
the Brent Spence Bridge is currently not solving
and leaving the Brent Spence Bridge as is, with
structural improvements and additional on
ramp and off ramp improvements. | entirely

The alternatives analysis completed during the
development of the 2012 Environmental Assessment and
Finding of No Significant Impact for the BSB Corridor
Project considered single-deck bridges with fewer lanes.
However, these alternatives were removed from
consideration because they did not meet the project
purpose and need. Adequate capacity was not provided

Project History
1.2

Purpose and
Need (2.)

Future Design
Refinements

BRIDGE CORRIDOR 7‘\‘ Public Comments and Responses

understand that this would require buy-in from to serve the travel demand in the project corridor. One (3.7
both Kentucky, Ohio and their respective local alternative considered two single-deck bridges on both i
cities. Without considering this as a viable sides of the existing BSB. That alternative was removed Traffic (3.8)
option, the stakeholders involved would be from consideration due to fatal flaws due to geometric Travel Patterns
doing themselves a disservice. The end results | design constraints associated with providing the and Access
hopefully could save tax payer dollars, improve | necessary connections in Ohio. (4.1.4)
local businesses along roadways/railways and Trafi tional | d ted i )
increase the value of property along these raffic operational analyses documented in an Public

: e Interchange Modification Study Addendum concluded that = Comment
pathways as well. By blindly continuing down Refined Alt tive | (C LW s th act
the path of creating a separate bridge with such = ~c'"¢ ernative | (Concep ) meets the project Outcomes
negative consequences such as the current purpose and need by reducing congestion and improving (5.1.2)
proposed project could leave a negative foot operations throughout the project area.
print for decades to come. Especially given that ' In 2004, OKI and the Miami Valley Regional Planning
this has occurred due to the prior I-75 project Commission (MVRPC) completed a major planning study
decades ago. Merely, I'm asking and hoping for
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a reconsideration of the proposal. Designed
more for the current wants and needs of the
respective cities and states involved.

known as the North South Transportation Initiative (Initiative)
that considered highway improvements in addition to
transit improvements such as express bus, commuter rail,
and others. The Initiative concluded that transit
improvements alone would not address capacity issues
on I-71/1-75. Therefore, passenger rail would not meet the
project purpose and need and is not considered to be a
reasonable alternative for the BSB Corridor Project.

The project has not incorporated passenger rail into the
design because it is not supported by the project's
purpose and need, and there are no current plans for new
rail in the region. New passenger rail facilities would need
to be evaluated as part of a separate project. The transit
component included in the Initiative must be developed
and championed regionally, and KYTC and ODOT are
ready to support this when it is advanced at a regional
level.

Pedestrian and bicycle accommodations will not be
permitted on the new companion bridge or the existing
BSB because of the proximity of a reasonable crossing at
the Clay Wade Bailey Bridge. Preliminary investigations
indicate that adding bike lanes to the Clay Wade Bailey
Bridge may be feasible. Refined Alternative | (Concept
I-W) represents the base design for the BSB Corridor
Project. It is anticipated that the design-build team for the
Phase Ill progressive design-build contract will develop
innovation concepts (design refinements) that will be
evaluated by KYTC and ODOT. KYTC and ODOT have
committed to evaluate reconfiguring the lanes on the Clay
Wade Bailey Bridge to add bicycle lanes during the
innovation process.

B-44 Gilbert, B-44-1 02/20/2024 - On a macro level, additional lanes
Elizabeth of traffic will increase and not decrease traffic.

KYTC and ODOT developed design-level no-build and
build certified traffic for the years 2029 and 2049, which
reflected the anticipated opening day and design years for
the entire Brent Spence Bridge (BSB) Corridor Project
based on the most current project development. The
certified traffic projections were based on existing 2019
traffic counts in the BSB corridor, the Ohio Traffic

Traffic (3.8)
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Forecasting Manual, and the Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana
Regional Council of Governments (OKI) regional travel
demand model of record. The 2029 and 2049 certified
traffic projections were used to prepare an [nterchange
Modification Study Addendum (December 2023), and the
methodology for developing the certified traffic projections
is detailed in Appendix E of that report.

When developing the traffic projections, OKI’s regional
travel demand model was used to assign routes used by
travelers based on detailed information for individuals,
households, number of lanes, projected trips, and
calculated travel times. Projected traffic increases
between 2019 and 2049 are due to several factors,
including population and employment growth incorporated
into OKI'’s regional travel demand model. Traffic
projections prepared for Refined Alternative |

(Concept I-W) also show that adding lanes will increase
traffic volumes in the BSB corridor. Some of that increase
is due to travelers shifting trips they were already making
from other congested routes. In addition, some travelers
will make new trips they would not have made without the
highway improvements (induced trips). The Interchange
Modification Study Addendum concluded that Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) will provide acceptable traffic
operations for all projected trips in the project area
(including induced trips) through the year 2049, with a few
minor exceptions during peak travel periods.

B-44-2 02/20/2024 - This is environmentally
irresponsible. We need to invest money on the
scale of this project into more effective public
and active transportation infrastructure
including train, streetcar, bus, biking, and
walking.

In 2004, OKI and the Miami Valley Regional Planning
Commission (MVRPC) completed a major planning study
known as the North South Transportation Initiative
(Initiative) that considered highway improvements in
addition to transit improvements such as express bus,
commuter rail, and others. The Initiative concluded that
transit improvements alone would not address capacity
issues on I-71/1-75. Therefore, passenger rail would not
meet the project purpose and need and is not considered
to be a reasonable alternative for the BSB Corridor Project.

Purpose and
Need (2.)

Travel Patterns
and Access
(4.1.4)

Public Hearing
(5.5)

Ongoing Public
& Stakeholder
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The project has not incorporated passenger rail into the Involvement
design because it is not supported by the project's purpose = (5.6)

and need, and there are no current plans for new rail in

the region. New passenger rail facilities would need to be

evaluated as part of a separate project. The transit

component included in the Initiative must be developed

and championed regionally, and KYTC and ODOT are

ready to support this when it is advanced at a regional

level.

In consideration of feedback provided by the City of
Cincinnati Department of Transportation and Engineering,
ODOT will design and construct the non-deck
components for the new Ezzard Charles Drive bridge over
I-75 to not preclude potential future streetcar route
expansion. The design modification will not change the
footprint or the environmental impacts of the project.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is expected to improve
pedestrian access and mobility due to the incorporation of
new and improved sidewalks and shared-use paths on
local roads parallel to and across I-71/I-75. Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) is also expected to provide an
overall public benefit for transit in the area by reducing
congestion and improving reliability for bus routes that
use the existing BSB for 210 trips every weekday. In
addition, new and improved sidewalks, shared-use paths,
and bicycle lanes will enhance connections to existing bus

BRIDGE CORRIDOR 7‘\‘ Public Comments and Responses

stops.
B-45 Sanders, B-45-1 02/20/2024 - I'm a resident of Fort Mitchell KYTC evaluated noise for Refined Alternative | Noise -
Bob Heights subdivision, which is the actual historic = (Concept I-W) and documented the results for the Fort Kentucky
site where Fort Mitchell, the Civil War fort that Mitchell portions of the project corridor in a Traffic Noise (4.8.1)
protected Cincinnati, located. My house is Assessment: Brent Spence Bridge Corridor Project
precisely on that. What I'm concerned about is Kentucky Southern Section (August 2023). As a result of
that, as | understand the plan, there will be no that study, KYTC is proposing a noise barrier on southbound
sound screen or no sound wall protecting the I-71/1-75 north of Dixie Highway. The Fort Mitchell Heights
Fort Mitchell Heights subdivision area from the subdivision, which was referenced by the commenter, is
highway noise. | can tell you that as the beyond the area studied in the noise assessment.
highway already exists and without the
additional traffic that these improvements are
BRENT SPENCE /WVI\ Public Hearing
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going to bring, it is nearly impossible for people
in the vicinity where 1 live to utilize their yards,
their decks, their pools, or anything else. |
would like to, at some point be told how I can
communicate with Kentucky DOT people who
are in charge of making decisions about noise
walls so that we could have the neighborhood,
the area that I'm talking about, considered for
noise protection.

Response

KYTC also prepared a Technical Memorandum:
Additional Traffic Noise Assessment Kentucky Southern
Section (February 2023) that evaluated extending the
noise analysis area further west to include a noise barrier
for residences in the vicinity of Summit Lane in the Fort
Mitchell Heights subdivision, which is the area referenced
by the commenter. The technical study also evaluated
extending noise barriers to provide noise reduction for
additional businesses with exterior uses, a hotel, and a
day care center west of 1-71/I-75 between Kyles Lane and
Dixie Highway. Based on the evaluation, KYTC
determined that extended noise barriers in these areas
were not reasonable nor recommended.

During detailed design, and in accordance with the KYTC
Noise Analysis and Abatement Policy, a noise abatement
public meeting and surveys will be conducted with the
property owners and tenants who will benefit from noise
and noise/visual screening barriers (benefitted receptors)
at each location where they are proposed in Kentucky.

Reference!

B-46 Scarpitto, B-46-1 02/20/2024 - I'm with Kwik Bond Polymers. We = Businesses and individuals interested in working on the Economy and
Bobby manufacture a deck overlay material that | project may reach out directly to the design-build team Employment
would like to be considered as an using the following email address: WalshKokosingBrent (4.1.6)
enhancement measure not only for the Brent Spence@walshgroup.com. You can also visit the Walsh
Spence Bridge, the one that's in existence Kokosing Design-Build Team website at
today, but the new one, and then all the flyover @ hitps://walshkokosing.com/. The "Work With Us" page on
bridges. We have been in business for over 40 | the project website also contains links to resources for
years. We work on all the coasts or both businesses and individuals who want to work on the
coasts, and we would just like to be considered @ project.
as an alternative material or as part of the - o N .
original design feature for the bridges. That's it. _You may also visit ODOT’s 7’\'9\{\’ Products” website for
Thank you. mformauon on how to get materials approved for use on
ODOT projects.
B-47 Clements, B-47-1 02/20/2024 - I'm the watershed coordinator for KYTC will coordinate with the Sanitation District No. 1 of Utilities (4.12.1)
Nichole the Banklick Watershed Council. We're a local Northern Kentucky (SD1) during detailed design on

nonprofit working to clean and restore Banklick
Creek, which is Kenton County's largest
watershed. While we commend the project

stormwater management and erosion control within the
project limits that impact Moser’s Branch Creek, a
tributary to Banklick Creek.
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team on their work in the combined sewer
system to address stormwater runoffs within
the Willow Run watershed, we do have
concerns about the areas of the project that
cross through a tributary of Banklick Creek.
Specifically, this is the area between Kyle's
Lane and Dixie Highway. While this area is
served by a municipal separate storm sewer
system, those outfalls discharge directly to a
tributary called Moser’s Branch. The flows from
Moser’s Branch actually pass underneath
75/71 and then flow along Highland Pike down
to Kentucky 17, where it eventually joins the
main stem of the Banklick.

There is a long history of overburdened
hillsides, landslides, and instability along that
Highland Pike corridor. In fact, landslides there
have already caused millions of dollars’ worth
of damage to sewers and the Fort Wright
Nature Preserve. Our concern is that the
highway runoff both from existing and future
impervious surfaces that enter Moser’s Branch
will cause further issues by eroding the toe of
the slope at the base of that Highland Pike
landslide. So, what we are asking is that it's
essential that KYTC improve the existing and
future stormwater management of this area to
protect against further erosion by designing to
SD1 standards for stream channel protection.
The watershed council will be providing our
additional written comments in the next couple
of weeks that has more background study
information and data relating to this issue.

B-48 Gray, Kathy B-48-1 02/20/2024 - I'm so excited because this is the | Businesses and individuals interested in working on the Economy and
vein to the city that | live in. | am from project may reach out directly to the design-build team Employment
California. It's very painful and a trap for me, using the following email address: WalshKokosingBrent (4.1.6)
but I'm excited that you guys have decided to Spence@walshgroup.com. You can also visit the Walsh

do this. And to see it come to pass is going to Kokosing Design-Build Team website at
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be something that's a part of my dream. I'm a https://walshkokosing.com/. The "Work With Us" page on
small business owner, and | am in the project website also contains links to resources for
transportation. | would like to say that my businesses and individuals who want to work on the

company, Inside Purpose, would have a play in | project.
this. The change that you're about to make is

something that I've seen in California. This is

nothing new to me, but it's definitely an asset. |

would like to play a part of it.

And I'm wishing you nothing but success
because in order for the city to change and
grow, we got to first understand what the
change is. And | appreciate you. Thank you.

B-49 Hightower, B-49-1 02/20/2024 - I'm the president and CEO of As a federally funded project, the Brent Spence Bridge Economy and
Bernita Next Generation Fuel. We are a woman Corridor Project has a disadvantaged business Employment
McCann certified and minority certified company that is participation goal through the federal Disadvantaged (4.1.6)
a licensed wholesale distributor of petroleum Business Enterprise (DBE) program. The project will not
products, gasoline, diesel alternatives. We also | have separate established goals for certified Minority
put tanks onsite and we work very well with Business Enterprise (MBE) or Women Business
construction companies. My question today, Enterprise (WBE) business participation.

first off, | commend looking at disadvantaged
businesses to participate in a project as such.
But companies like ourselves that are woman
owned or minority owned, how can we be
considered as a part of a project with knowing
the different qualifications of a DBE company
versus an MBE or a WBE company and not
being able to mix the two? So, | know that
there's a goal that will be for DBE. However, |

Businesses and individuals interested in working on the
project may reach out directly to the design-build team
using the following email address: \WalshKokosingBrent
Spence@walshgroup.com. You can also visit the Walsh
Kokosing Design-Build Team website at
https://walshkokosing.com/. The "Work With Us" page on
the project website also contains links to resources for
businesses and individuals who want to work on the

would like to know if there is a goal set for the project.
others that are also considered as
disadvantaged businesses such as woman
home and minority owned.
B-50 Mitchell, B-50-1 02/20/2024 - I'm a resident of downtown During construction, the area surrounding the I-71/1-75 Construction
Anne Covington. | wanted to thank the project team corridor will be temporarily impacted by increased traffic Impacts (4.11)
for minimizing the impacts on Lewisburg and on local roads, reduced access, and detours due to
on Goebel Park, and | just wanted to express construction activities. These impacts are anticipated to

my concern. During the repair period for the
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Brent Spence we had an enormous amount of some extent for all modes of transportation, including
trouble with trucks coming down through the vehicular, pedestrian, bicycle, and transit.

residential neighborhoods because they didn't
know exactly where to go. | think that rerouting
through trucks during the construction period
on 275 would be a huge help in avoiding that
going forward. Thank you.

KYTC and ODOT are working with local cities and
counties to mitigate impacts from construction activities.
On June 15, 2022, KYTC and the City of Covington
finalized a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
regarding the National Environmental Policy Act process.
Among other items, the MOU addresses measures to
minimize temporary construction impacts. KYTC and
ODOT will prepare detailed traffic management and
maintenance of traffic (MOT) plans to minimize traffic
disruptions to vehicular, bus, pedestrian, and bicycle
traffic during construction. The MOT plan will evaluate
available travel lanes on the mainline interstate during
construction to reduce the potential that the project will
induce traffic diversion similar to that experienced during
recent closures and restrictions on the existing Brent
Spence Bridge.

A project incident management plan will be developed to
minimize diversion resulting from incidents occurring
within the project limits during construction to the extent
practicable. The City of Covington will be provided an
opportunity to review and comment on the MOT and
incident management plans as they are developed. KYTC
will work directly with the City of Covington to ensure that
all relevant agencies and first responders, including
police, fire, and emergency services, have an opportunity
to review and provide input into all aspects of MOT
planning, MOT and incident management plan
development, and construction period operations affecting
their respective cities.

While through trucks will not be required to reroute to
1-275 during construction, the MOT plan and the project
communications plan will include provisions for
communicating with trucking companies and mapping
services to notify them of detours and delay information
related to the project.
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Kirschner,

Chris
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B-51-1

‘ Comment

02/20/2024 - Thank you, Ohio Department of
Transportation and Kentucky Transportation
Cabinet for hosting this hearing today. I'm Chris
Kirschner, president and CEO of the Dayton
Area Chamber of Commerce and the Dayton
Area Logistics Association, representing over
2200 businesses in a 14 county Greater
Dayton region. The Brent Spence Bridge is a
$3.6 billion interstate improvement project that
will have significant impact on business and
economic development for our entire region.
This project will not only improve workforce
commuting and position the broader region as
more attractive for residents but will also
position locations like the interchange of I-70
and I-75 in Dayton as an epicenter for logistics,
manufacturing and distribution.

In today's manufacturing world that is reliant on
just in time deliveries, efficient infrastructure
with minimal delays is critical to economic
attractiveness. When trucks are delayed,
assembly lines are shut down and workers are
sent home.

Ensuring the Brent Spence corridor is efficiently
running is critical to maximizing global
economic attractiveness for all of us. The
Dayton region's logistics and distribution
companies have a $3.5 billion annual economic
impact and support over 40,000 local jobs.
Downtown Dayton is only 56 miles north on I-
75 from where we are sitting today. Improving
the Brent Spence will not only positively impact
Cincinnati and northern Kentucky, but impacts
all communities on this corridor. A special
recognition to ODOT District 8 that has made
DBE and DNI and supplier diversity a priority
and have been doing outreach to Dayton area
companies. Thank you for having me today and

Response

The commenter’s support for the Brent Spence Bridge
(BSB) Corridor Project has been included in the project
record.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) meets the project
purpose and need, which is to improve traffic flow and
level of service; improve safety; correct geometric
deficiencies; and maintain connections to key regional
and national transportation corridors.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will reduce congestion
and improve safety on a critical freight route that carries
more than $1 billion of freight every day and more than
$400 billion of freight every year, an estimated 2 percent
of U.S. Gross Domestic Product. Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W) will ensure that the corridor can continue to
reliably support economic growth and activity in the region
and the nation.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is anticipated to result
in net benefits to workforce development and employment
in the greater Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky regions.
During the progressive design-build contract for Phase llI
of the BSB Corridor Project, KYTC and ODOT wiill
establish separate goals for disadvantaged business
enterprise participation in both the design and
construction portions of the contract. KYTC and ODOT
will also develop an on-the-job training program and
workforce development plan. These initiatives are
anticipated to create jobs, support business development,
and support income growth in the greater Cincinnati and
Northern Kentucky regions.

KYTC and ODOT have also formed a BSB Corridor
Project Diversity & Inclusion Outreach Committee, which
allows local practitioners and leaders to provide input
about promoting diversity and inclusion as part of the
Phase IIl contract.

In addition, the construction of Refined Alternative |

(Concept I-W) is expected to result in temporary increases

in employment due to construction job creation.

Reference!

Purpose and
Need (2.)

Economy and
Employment
(4.1.6)

Construction
Impacts (4.11)
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for your leadership to improve this vital corridor
for everyone.

Response

Temporary economic benefits are also anticipated due to
increased sale of construction supplies, materials,
equipment, and fuel from local and regional sources and
increased revenue for businesses providing services to
construction crews.

Reference!

B-52

Metz, Pete

B-52-1

02/20/2024 - I'm the vice president of civic and
regional partnerships at the Cincinnati Regional
Chamber. For more than a decade, the Cincinnati
business community has been deeply invested in
seeing this project move forward. We've long
understood how critical the bridge is to our region
and ultimately the entire country. We're thrilled to
finally be at this point after years of advocacy in

The commenter’s support for the Brent Spence Bridge
(BSB) Corridor Project has been included in the project
record.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) meets the project
purpose and need, which is to improve traffic flow and
level of service; improve safety; correct geometric
deficiencies; and maintain connections to key regional
and national transportation corridors.

Purpose and
Need (2.)

Additional
Refinements
(3.3)

Future Design
Refinements

Columbus, Frankfurt and Washington. Over the (3.7)
last few years, we've been incredibly appreciative | In addition, ODOT has worked with the City of Cincinnati .
of how the project team at ODOT and KYTC have | to incorporate several refinements to provide additional Ne|ghborhooo_l
engaged the local communities, both the public community benefits. These include reducing the project and Community
sector and the broader community to ensure the  footprint; reconfiguring the ramps in the downtown area to Cohesion
project is delivered in a way that maximizes the open up about 10 acres of additional land for potential (4.1.2)
value to the communities it's being built in. future redevelopment or public use by the City of
I've appreciated the close working relationship Cincinnati; providing new and rebuilt sidewalks, shared-
they've had with the city of Cincinnati and the city =~ Y€ ;ljla}hs, and/or b||k7ell/?r;e§ on dlo_cal streets that arﬁ .
of Covington and the structures the cities and parallel to o:qcrossh ) h- 5 an q Incorporating aesthetic
ODOT have created to seek input. From the treatments throughout the corridor.
beginning, we, the chamber, have pushed to Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) represents the base
reclaim land in the footprint and improve the design for the BSB Corridor Project. It is anticipated that
connectivity across the border, all while ensuring  the design-build team for the Phase Ill progressive
that this project's budget and timeline are not design-build contract will develop innovation concepts
negatively impacted. The Cincinnati Chamber has = (design refinements) that will be evaluated by KYTC and
always believed that the best way to see ODOT. Innovations that improve project quality, reduce
continued improvements was for the public costs, shorten schedule, support the design-build contract
partners to work together through the progressive | objectives, and have support at the local level may be
design-build process. That intentional incorporated into the project. Some of the design-build
engagement has already yielded results. As we contract objectives that will be considered during the
saw today, ODOT has already delivered backto  evaluation of innovation concepts include: minimizing
the city of Cincinnati nearly 10 acres of land on physical intrusion and impact; maximizing public
the western side of downtown. They've already investment by minimizing the project footprint; minimizing
embraced our shared goals by adding additional | the footprint of the interstate system to maximize potential
- Public Hearing
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connectivity, and | expect that the innovations and
work being done by Walsh-Kokosing will yield
more improvements soon.

This is a generational project for the region, and
it's one that a broad and diverse set of leaders
have worked so hard to deliver at the chamber.
We appreciate the strong work being led by
ODOT and KYTC and look forward to supporting
them however we can to get this project done.

Response Reference?!

developable space; improving neighborhood connectivity
across the interstate; and building the project with a
context sensitive design that fits within the community.

B-53 Gray, Kathy B-53-1 02/20/2024 - Im excited this is in progress — Construction on Phase Il of the Brent Spence Bridge Project
This road is a true vein to my time to and from Corridor Project (Dixie Highway in Kentucky to Linn Street = Description
KY and Ohio. This is a true vision that really in Ohio) is expected to begin in 2025 and be substantially = (1.1)
make sense. My concern is how well defined complete by 2030. Construction on Phase Il (Linn Street
are your plans around the timeline. We to Findlay Street in Ohio) is expected to begin in 2026
currently have traffic issues, and the bridge isa | with completion in 2031. Construction of Phase |
change that s going to be amazing for our city. (Findlay Street to Marshall Avenue in Ohio) is expected to
Thank you to the team that has worked so begin in 2029 and be completed in 2032.
hard, and | stand behind you and excited to see
this happen.
B-54 Weidl, B-54-1 02/20/2024 - Noise barrier needs to be KYTC evaluated noise for Refined Alternative | Noise -
Gerhard continuous from south of Hermes to Watkins — | (Concept I-W) and documented the results for the Kentucky
(Garry) There is a natural valley between Watkins & portions of the corridor that include Watkins Street and (4.8.1)

Hinde St. (opening is nearer to Hinde St.) This
valley forms a funnel from |-75/71 west up the
valley / hill to the houses on Hermes between
Hinde & Watkins Sts.

Hinde Street in a Traffic Noise Impact Analysis: Brent
Spence Bridge Corridor Project Kentucky — Northern
Section (August 2023) and a Noise Analysis Technical
Memorandum Kentucky — Northern Section
(November 2022).

As a result of those studies, KYTC is proposing a noise
barrier on the west side of 1-71/I-75 from West 3" Street
to south of Hermes Avenue, which includes the area
referenced by the commenter. The noise barrier in this
area consists of several stand-alone noise walls. The
proposed noise walls are located immediately adjacent to
I-71/1-75 in the vicinity of Watkins Street and at the top of
the slope west of the interstate in the vicinity of Hermes
Avenue. The placement of the stand-alone noise walls

BRENT SPENCE AVEIVD  public Hearing

BRIDGE CORRIDOR 7‘\‘ Public Comments and Responses

Page B-39



Response

Reference!

‘ (\[o} ‘ Comment

was determined based on a barrier analysis and was
determined to provide the greatest noise reduction in this
noise sensitive area. The proposed noise barrier was
found to be feasible and reasonable when situated in the
existing topography.

During detailed design, and in accordance with the KYTC
Noise Analysis and Abatement Policy, a noise abatement
public meeting and surveys will be conducted with the
property owners and tenants who will benefit from noise
and noise/visual screening barriers (benefitted receptors)
at each location where they are proposed in Kentucky.
KYTC will further evaluate the space between the stand
alone noise walls referenced by the commenter during
detailed design and the noise public involvement process.

B-54-2 02/20/2024 - The wooded area within this
valley (0.7 - 1.5 acres) would/could make a
good “pocket park” area for Lewisburg but
infilling to bring up to grade might be an option
as well to help alleviate the hwhy noise issue
as well.

The City of Covington is responsible for developing and
maintaining public parks in the Lewisburg area. The
project would not preclude the construction of a pocket
park in the future if supported by local development
patterns, plans, and initiatives.

The noise studies completed for the project concluded
that a noise barrier can be built in the existing topography
and meet the requirements of KYTC’s noise policy.
Therefore, KYTC is proposing a noise barrier in this area
(on the west side of I-71/1-75 from West 3™ Street to south
of Hermes Avenue).

Noise -
Kentucky
(4.8.1)

B-55 Keshkoff, B-55-1 02/20/2024 - My concern is the ability to enter
Diane & exit, north or south from Rte 8 without too
much difficulty.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will provide similar
access to southbound I-71/1-75 from Route 8

(Highway Avenue) in Covington. The West 4" Street ramp
to the northbound collector-distributor roadway system in
Covington, which continues on to I-71 and I-75, will be
open to all vehicles, as opposed to the existing
emergency vehicle access only. This change will restore
access that currently is restricted and will improve access
to northbound 1-71/1-75 from Route 8 (Highway Avenue).

Travel Patterns
and Access
(4.1.4)
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B-56 Hill, Steven B-56-1 02/20/2024 - Specific connection between Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) includes new and Travel Patterns
Lewisburg neighborhood to westside rebuilt sidewalks across I-71/I-75 under the MLK/West and Access
neighborhood by creating a pedestrian 12" Street, Pike Street, West 9" Street, West 5" Street, (4.1.4)
/bikeway over the interstate. This can occur @ and West 3 Street bridges. A new shared-use path will
the end of Hermes St in Lewisburg or where be built under the West 9" Street and West 5" Street
Pike St turns into Lewisburg and terminate @ bridges, which will tie into the shared-use paths in Goebel
the hospital. This would connect several Park. The shared-use path will be extended along
bikeways, allow unique lighting and signage Crescent Avenue to connect to the existing shared-use
across the interstate highways. path along the river. The proposed pedestrian and bicycle
accommodations connect existing residential and
recreational areas and tie into existing and planned
pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure.
Constructing a new pedestrian/bicycle overpass across
I-71/1-75 in between Hemes Street or Pike Street and St.
Elizabeth Covington Hospital would require additional
right-of-way acquisition and would present feasibility
concerns due to the incorporation of noise walls along the
west and east sides of the highway. While the project
does not currently include any new pedestrian/bicycle
bridges over I-71/I-75, the project would not preclude the
construction of such facilities in the future if supported by
local development patterns, plans, and initiatives.
B-57 Smith, Aja B-57-1 02/20/2024 - | hope the Brent Spence Bridge The commenter’s support for the Brent Spence Bridge N/A
Imperial work for Ohio Midwest and Kentucky the south. = Corridor Project has been included in the project record.
Shason
B-58 Wenzl, B-58-1 02/20/2024 - | walked here to the hearing, from = KYTC and ODOT developed design-level no-build and Traffic (3.8)
Thurman 0.7 miles east. Too much money is being spent | build certified traffic for the years 2029 and 2049, which Travel Patterns
in this project to encourage more car traffic — reflected the anticipated opening day and design years for dA
when (IMHO) transportation planners need to the entire Brent Spence Bridge (BSB) Corridor Project ‘Tl 4ccess
consider other options. And fewer people are based on the most current project development. The (4.1.4)
commuting into downtown cinci with work from | certified traffic projections were based on existing 2019
home and suburban offices. traffic counts in the BSB corridor, the Ohio Traffic
Forecasting Manual, and the Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana
Regional Council of Governments (OKI) regional travel
demand model of record. The 2029 and 2049 certified
traffic projections were used to prepare an Interchange
Modification Study Addendum (December 2023), and the
BRENT SPENCE /WVT\ Public Hearing
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methodology for developing the certified traffic projections
is detailed in Appendix E of that report.

When developing the traffic projections, OKI's regional
travel demand model was used to assign routes used by
travelers based on detailed information for individuals,
households, number of lanes, projected trips, and
calculated travel times. Traffic projections for Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) were developed using the OKI
regional travel demand model, which assigns routes used
by travelers based on detailed information for individuals,
households, number of lanes, projected trips, and
calculated travel times.

Projected population and employment growth are also
incorporated into OKI’s regional travel demand model.
Traffic operational analyses documented in an
Interchange Modification Study Addendum concluded that
Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will provide
acceptable traffic operations for all projected trips in the
project area through the year 2049, with a few minor
exceptions during peak travel periods.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will build new and/or
reconstruct existing sidewalks, shared-use paths, and
bicycle lanes on local streets that are parallel to or cross
I-71/1-75. The new and improved pedestrian and bicycle
infrastructure will improve access in and between the
Westside, Mainstrasse, Lewisburg, Botany Hills, and
Covington Central Business District (CBD) neighborhoods
in Kentucky and the Cincinnati CBD Riverfront,
Queensgate, and West End neighborhoods in Ohio. New
bicycle lanes and shared-use paths incorporated into
Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will also support future
planned improvements of regional pedestrian and bicycle
networks.

The Southwest Ohio Regional Transit Authority (SORTA)
and the Transit Authority of Northern Kentucky (TANK)
have been involved in the development of the project and
encouraged to provide feedback as members of the
Project Advisory Committee. TANK also accepted an
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invitation to be a participating agency during the
preparation of the supplemental Environmental
Assessment. Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is
compatible with local transit services, does not preclude
future transit plans and will not result in permanent or
detrimental effects on transit access.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is expected to provide
an overall public benefit for transit in the area by reducing
congestion and improving reliability for bus routes that
use the existing BSB for 210 trips every weekday. In
addition, new and improved sidewalks, shared-use paths,
and bicycle lanes will enhance connections to existing bus

stops.

B-58-2 02/20/2024 - Recent evidence suggests that The project area is in attainment with National Ambient Air = Particulate
PM 2.5 is not just associated with chronic lung Quality Standards (NAAQS) for particulate matter that is Matter (4.6.3)
disease — but may also be associated with 2.5 micrometers or less in diameter (PM2.5). As such, Emissions
elevated breast cancer, according to research PM2.5 conformity requirements do not apply, and Burd
at Natl's Inst. For Env Health Sci. additional PM2.5 analysis is not required for Refined uraens

Alternative | (Concept I-W). Analysis (4.6.5)

Construction

KYTC and ODOT completed an emissions burdens Impacts (4.11)

analysis that modeled the levels of volatile organic
compounds, nitrogen oxides, and PM2.5 for 2020
existing, 2050 no-build, and 2050 build scenarios. The
analyses concluded that emissions of the analyzed
pollutants would be substantially reduced for both the
2050 no-build and 2050 build scenarios when compared
to the 2020 existing scenario. These reductions are
primarily due to the implementation of the latest federal
emissions standards coupled with fleet turnover. When
the 2050 build scenario is compared to the 2050 no-build
scenario, vehicle emissions throughout the study area are
expected to be less or approximately the same, with
slightly greater levels of PM2.5 in Kenton County. Since
the future scenarios are anticipated to have a substantial
decrease in emissions when compared to the 2020
existing scenario, the minor difference for PM2.5 in
Kenton County between the 2050 build and 2050 no-build
scenarios is not considered to be significant. Given the
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above, Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is not
anticipated to further degrade, and may improve, overall
air quality in the project area.

Temporary construction-related air quality impacts are
expected due to increased dust and mobile source
emissions from construction equipment and increased
emissions from increased traffic congestion during
construction. Environmental commitments have been
incorporated into the project to minimize and mitigate
temporary construction impacts. Temporary air quality
effects will be minimized by following federal, state, and
local regulations regarding dust and emission controls. In
addition, KYTC and ODOT will develop and implement a
dust control plan and an ambient air quality monitoring
program for sensitive areas in the corridor, including
areas utilized by children and other sensitive land uses
such as schools, parks and recreation areas, and
hospitals.

B-59 Hartke, Joe B-59-1 02/20/2024 - | live blocks away from the current
highway and | can often smell brake dust when
walking through Linden Grove.

Brake dust is a component of particulate matter that is
2.5 micrometers or less in diameter (PM2.5). The project
area is in attainment with National Ambient Air Quality
Standards (NAAQS) for PM2.5. As such, PM2.5 conformity
requirements do not apply, and additional PM2.5 analysis
is not required for Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W).

KYTC and ODOT completed an emissions burdens
analysis that modeled the levels of volatile organic
compounds, nitrogen oxides, and PM2.5 for 2020
existing, 2050 no-build, and 2050 build scenarios. The
analyses concluded that emissions of the analyzed
pollutants would be substantially reduced for both the
2050 no-build and 2050 build scenarios when compared
to the 2020 existing scenario. These reductions are
primarily due to the implementation of the latest federal
emissions standards coupled with fleet turnover. When
the 2050 build scenario is compared to the 2050 no-build
scenario, vehicle emissions throughout the study area are
expected to be less or approximately the same, with
slightly greater levels of PM2.5 in Kenton County. Since

Particulate
Matter (4.6.3)

Emissions
Burdens
Analysis (4.6.5)

Construction
Impacts (4.11)
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the future scenarios are anticipated to have a substantial
decrease in emissions when compared to the 2020
existing scenario, the minor difference for PM2.5 in
Kenton County between the 2050 build and 2050 no-build
scenarios is not considered to be significant. Given the
above, Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is not
anticipated to further degrade, and may improve, overall
air quality in the project area.

Temporary construction-related air quality impacts are
expected due to increased dust and mobile source
emissions from construction equipment and increased
emissions from increased traffic congestion during
construction. Environmental commitments have been
incorporated into the project to minimize and mitigate
temporary construction impacts. Temporary air quality
effects will be minimized by following federal, state, and
local regulations regarding dust and emission controls. In
addition, KYTC and ODOT will develop and implement a
dust control plan and an ambient air quality monitoring
program for sensitive areas in the corridor, including
areas utilized by children and other sensitive land uses
such as schools, parks and recreation areas, and

hospitals.
B-59-2 02/20/2024 - 1 sit in my back yard and am lulled | The commenter did not provide a specific address or Noise -
to sleep by the scream of tires. location for their residence. Therefore, only a response Kentucky
regarding noise in the vicinity of the Linden Grove (4.8.1)
Cemetery, which was referenced by the commenter, can
be provided.

KYTC evaluated noise for Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W) and documented the results for the
portions of the corridor that include the Linden Grove
Cemetery in a Traffic Noise Impact Analysis: Brent
Spence Bridge Corridor Project Kentucky — Northern
Section (August 2023) and a Noise Analysis Technical
Memorandum Kentucky — Northern Section
(November 2022).

BRENT SPENCE AVEIVD  public Hearing

BRIDGE CORRIDOR 7‘\‘ Public Comments and Responses

Page B-45



Response Reference?!

‘ (\[o} ‘ Comment

As a result of those studies, KYTC is proposing noise
barriers on the east side of I-71/I-75 from Kyles Lane to
West 12" Street, which includes the Linden Grove
Cemetery area referenced by the commenter. In
accordance with KYTC’s noise policy, only noise sensitive
receptors within 500 feet of the project corridor were
analyzed for noise impacts. The noise studies concluded
that the proposed noise barrier will result in a 1 to 7-decibel
reduction in noise levels in the portions of the Linden
Grove Cemetery that are within 500 feet of the project
corridor.

During detailed design, and in accordance with the KYTC
Noise Analysis and Abatement Policy, a noise abatement
public meeting and surveys will be conducted with the
property owners and tenants who will benefit from noise
and noise/visual screening barriers (benefitted receptors)
at each location where they are proposed in Kentucky.

B-59-3 02/20/2024 - 1 want to be able to walk and bike
places, that's why | live downtown but | must
deal with this freeway so people can live in

inefficient style family homes.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will build new and/or Travel Patterns
reconstruct existing sidewalks, shared-use paths, and and Access
bicycle lanes on local streets that are parallel to or cross 4.1.9)
I-71/1-75. These improvements will increase the options

available to pedestrians and bicyclists, which will enhance

community connectivity along and across the 1-71/1-75

corridor and may improve access to transit, employment,

healthcare, cultural, recreational, and commercial

destinations.

At Pike Street and West 12" Street/MLK Jr. Boulevard,
the project will improve connections to the Lewisburg
neighborhood, which was left isolated from greater
Covington by the original interstate construction. In Ohio,
the bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure will improve
connectivity in and between the Cincinnati Central
Business District (CBD) Riverfront, Queensgate, and
West End neighborhoods. New bicycle lanes and shared-
use paths incorporated into Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W) will support future planned improvements
of regional pedestrian and bicycle networks.

BRENT SPENCE AVEIVD  public Hearing

BRIDGE CORRIDOR 7‘\‘ Public Comments and Responses

Page B-46



‘ \[o} ‘ Comment Response Reference?!

B-59-4 02/20/2024 - | commuted across the BSB for Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) meets the project Purpose and
ten years and never thought once that it purpose and need, which is to improve traffic flow and Need (2.)
needed to be bigger. level of service; improve safety; correct geometric

deficiencies; and maintain connections to key regional
and national transportation corridors.

B-59-5 02/20/2024 - Cincinnati is already a mess with In 2004, the Ohio-Indiana-Kentucky Regional Council of Purpose and
cars | don’t know why we can’t get transit. Governments and the Miami Valley Regional Planning Need (2.)

Commission (MVRPC) completed a major planning study
known as the North South Transportation Initiative
(Initiative) that considered highway improvements in
addition to transit improvements such as express bus,
commuter rail, and others. The Initiative concluded that
transit improvements alone would not address capacity
issues on I-71/1-75. Therefore, expanded transit routes
would not meet the project purpose and need and are not
considered to be a reasonable alternative for the Brent
Spence Bridge (BSB) Corridor Project.

The Southwest Ohio Regional Transit Authority (SORTA)
and the Transit Authority of Northern Kentucky (TANK)
have been involved in the development of the project and
encouraged to provide feedback as members of the
Project Advisory Committee. TANK also accepted an
invitation to be a participating agency during the
preparation of the supplemental Environmental
Assessment. Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is
compatible with local transit services, does not preclude
future transit plans and will not result in permanent or
detrimental effects on transit access.

Travel Patterns
and Access
(4.1.4)

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is expected to provide
an overall public benefit for transit in the area by reducing
congestion and improving reliability for bus routes that
use the existing BSB for 210 trips every weekday. In
addition, new and improved sidewalks, shared-use paths,
and bicycle lanes will enhance connections to existing bus
stops.
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B-60 Hyland, Bob | B-60-1
educator of writing, and affiliate faculty

environmental studies at the University of
Cincinnati. Speaking today on my own behalf.

In eleven years since Concept I-W was

concocted in 2012, we have experienced the
ten hottest years for average global land and
ocean surface temperature anomaly. If we're
honest with ourselves, what this means is that

the automobile infrastructure we have

constructed over the last hundred years and
the fossil fuel industry, which moves vehicles
on it, is driving us into an existential climate

crisis.

02/20/2024 - I'm an associate professor,

KYTC and ODOT conducted an analysis that modeled the = Greenhouse
quantity of greenhouse gas emissions expected to occur Gases and

in Campbell, Kenton, and Hamilton counties for the 2020 Climate Change
existing, 2050 no-build, and 2050 build scenarios. The 4.7)
greenhouse gas emissions analysis was conducted at a

quantitatively high level using the U.S. Environmental

Protection Agency’s (USEPA'’s) MOtor Vehicle Emission

Simulator (MOVES) and travel demand models for the

project’s approved certified traffic.

Greenhouse gas emissions are expected to decrease by
approximately 10 percent for both the 2050 no-build and
2050 build scenarios when compared to the 2020 existing
scenario. These reductions are primarily due to the
implementation of the latest federal emissions standards
coupled with fleet turnover. Greenhouse gas emissions
are expected to be 0.7 percent greater when the 2050
build condition is compared to the 2050 no-build
condition. This is primarily due to an increase in vehicle
miles of travel that will occur throughout the area
transportation network as a result of Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W). In addition, the 0.7 percent difference in
greenhouse gas emissions is less than the associated
1.7 percent difference in total vehicle miles of travel.
Therefore, greenhouse gas emissions resulting from
Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) are expected to have
minimal effects on climate change.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will separate highway
runoff from combined sewer systems and will address
surcharging in the Peaselburg neighborhood. These
measures will reduce combined sewer overflows and
flooding and thereby promote climate resilience in the
project area. In addition, KYTC and ODOT address issues
related to climate change on a statewide level through
their Transportation Asset Management Plans. The
design, construction, and maintenance of Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) will be in accordance with
each state’s Transportation Asset Management Plan.
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B-60-2 02/20/2024 - And yet, in the supplemental In 2004, the Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana Regional Council of Purpose and
environmental assessment for Concept I-W, Governments (OKI) and the Miami Valley Regional Need (2.)
which you developed contemporaneous to Planning Commission (MVRPC) completed a major
easily accessible emerging data on global planning study known as the North South Transportation
heating and an alternative of passenger rail, Initiative (Initiative) that considered highway
something that would start to get our country improvements in addition to transit improvements such as
closer to the rest of the world in terms of joining | express bus, commuter rail, and others. The Initiative
them in modernity and an alternative that would = concluded that transit improvements alone would not
help remove us from the climate crash course address capacity issues on 1-71/1-75. Therefore,
the Brent Spence Bridge Corridor Project helps | passenger rail would not meet the project purpose and
ensure, is conspicuously missing. need and is not considered to be a reasonable alternative

for the Brent Spence Bridge (BSB) Corridor Project.

The project has not incorporated passenger rail into the
design because it is not supported by the project's
purpose and need, and there are no current plans for new
rail in the region. New passenger rail facilities would need
to be evaluated as part of a separate project. The transit
component included in the Initiative must be developed
and championed regionally, and KYTC and ODOT are
ready to support this when it is advanced at a regional
level.

B-60-3 02/20/2024 - Similar to the failure of the SEA to | Opportunities for environmental justice (EJ) communities Environmental

consider a sufficient alternative given our
current understanding of the climate crisis, so
too does the SEA fail on its approach to
environmental justice consideration, literally
just four or five people who filled out
demographic data at your EJ sessions for this
project identified as minority, while some 105
identified as white.

to offer feedback about the project occurred during
targeted EJ/neighborhood outreach meetings in late 2022
and open-house project update meetings in August 2023.
Between November 15, 2022 and December 20, 2022,
KYTC and ODOT hosted 16 targeted neighborhood
outreach meetings (12 small-scale meetings in individual
neighborhoods and 4 broad-scale meetings). A total of
418 people signed in at the meetings, excluding the
project team. Comments were accepted on a website
dedicated to the targeted neighborhood outreach between
November 15, 2022 and January 5, 2023. The website
was viewed 2,559 times, with 218 individuals choosing to
engage by submitting comments or responding to polling
questions. While demographic questionnaires were
available at all in-person neighborhood meetings, and
polling questions on the Publicinput website sought

Justice (4.1.7)
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demographic data of participants, providing demographic
data was optional. Of the over 600 individuals who
actively participated in the targeted EJ/neighborhood
outreach activities, less than 20 percent chose to provide
demographic data.

No additional small pockets of EJ populations were
identified during the targeted neighborhood outreach
activities. To the extent the project team was able to
ascertain, minority and low-income individuals asked
questions and offered comments and feedback consistent
with other participants in the neighborhood outreach. The
project team did not identify any concerns unique to EJ
populations. Likewise, unanticipated additional impacts on
EJ populations were not identified during the EJ outreach.

EJ communities were also afforded the opportunity to
provide feedback during open-house project update
meetings that occurred in August 2023 and the
associated public comment period. The comments
received did not express any concerns unique to EJ
communities. Likewise, the project team did not identify
any unanticipated additional impacts on EJ populations as
a result of the open-house project update meetings.

B-60-4

02/20/2024 - Of the many thousands of BIPOC
[Black, Indigenous, and people of color] folks
living in the lower Mill Creek Valley who have
been generational victims of interstate highway
projects already, and who will yet again breathe
the diesel fumes required to construct this
project while simultaneously carrying
disproportionate burden of PM 2.5., air toxics
cancer risk, air toxics respiratory Hl, toxic
releases to air and more, you manage to
engage just four or five on the demographic
guestionnaire.

Environmental
Justice (4.1.7)

Air quality effects on EJ (minority and low-income)
populations were evaluated in an Environmental Justice
Analysis Report (January 2024). Air quality evaluations
considered particulate matter that is 2.5 micrometers or
less in diameter (PM2.5), carbon monoxide, and ozone.
The project area is in attainment with National Ambient Air
Quality Standards (NAAQS) for PM2.5 and carbon
monoxide, and the project is in conformance with the
NAAQS for ozone. In addition, a Quantitative MSAT
Analysis Report (August 2023) concluded that Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) is not anticipated to have an
appreciable impact on mobile source air toxics (MSAT)
emissions.

To further evaluate air quality considerations, KYTC and
ODOT completed an emissions burdens analysis that
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modeled the levels of volatile organic compounds,
nitrogen oxides, and PM2.5 for 2020 existing, 2050 no-
build, and 2050 build scenarios. When the 2050 build
scenario is compared to the 2020 existing scenario,
vehicle emissions throughout the EJ study area are
expected to be substantially reduced. When the 2050
build scenario is compared to the 2050 no-build scenario,
vehicle emissions throughout the EJ study area are
expected to be less or approximately the same, with
slightly greater levels of PM2.5 in Kenton County.

Twenty (20) percent of the census block groups with
minority and/or low-income populations in the EJ study
area are in Kenton County; therefore, the slightly greater
level of PM2.5 when the 2050 build scenario is compared
to the 2050 no-build scenario will not be predominately
borne by EJ populations nor is it appreciably more severe
or greater in magnitude than the level of PM2.5 emissions
for the non-EJ population.

Completing demographic questionnaires during targeted
EJ/neighborhood outreach activities held in late 2022 was
optional. Of the over 600 individuals who actively
participated, less than 20 percent chose to provide
demographic data.

B-60-5

02/20/2024 - And offered the West End
neighborhood an interpretive plague. This is
unacceptable. As is, from the SEA, it is difficult
to conclude anyway, other than the fact that
this project intends to create an environmental
sacrifice zone, is complicit in perpetuating the
racist environmental injustices of interstate
projects here in the late fifty’s and sixty’s and
shamefully lacks moral reflection and creative
vision from our local, state and national
leaders. We need to do better. Thank you.

Environmental
Justice (4.1.7)

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) was evaluated for
cumulative effects specific to EJ populations. Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) will result in a minor
contribution to cumulative residential and commercial
displacements and a cumulative loss of parkland and
historic resources in these communities. These minor
cumulative effects will be experienced by all populations
and communities, including EJ populations and non-EJ
populations.

Cumulative
Effects (4.10.2)

Cincinnati’'s West End, now partitioned into the
Queensgate and West End neighborhoods, is an area
with known EJ populations that was historically impacted
by urban renewal plans that were common in the United
States in the mid-twentieth century. Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W) requires one commercial relocation (a
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small printing shop) in the West End neighborhood. In
addition, the footprint of Refined Alternative |

(Concept I-W) has been reduced and requires only minor
amounts of strip right-of-way in the West End
neighborhood. Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will not
add to or exacerbate any adverse effects in the West End
community from prior actions or events. In recognition of
the history of City-sponsored urban renewal and the
original Mill Creek Expressway (I-75) construction and as
an enhancement in the West End neighborhood, ODOT
will work with the City of Cincinnati, which includes the
West End Community Council, to develop content for an
interpretive display describing the West End community in
relation to historic City urban renewal and the Millcreek
Expressway construction and to identify a location in
proximity to the I-75 corridor to install the display.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will improve
community cohesion; improve traffic flow and safety for all
modes of travel; improve air quality; abate noise; reduce
flooding and combined sewer overflows; improve
aesthetics; and provide additional economic opportunities,
which will help to offset any cumulative effects from past,
present, and reasonably foreseeable actions. Therefore,
no adverse cumulative effects on EJ populations are
expected to occur as a result of Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W).

BRIDGE CORRIDOR 7‘\‘ Public Comments and Responses

B-60-6 02/20/2024 - | have all night until eight. I'm FHWA consulted with 13 Federally Recognized Tribes in Tribal
kidding. Thank you again for being here. | hope | accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Coordination
that you're hearing what you're listening to. Just = Preservation Act, as amended, and the implementing (4.5.5)
a few follow up. Based upon the presentation regulations at Title 36 of the Code of Federal Regulations
tonight and what the public is trying to say to part 800: Protection of Historic Properties in November
you noted two historic sites that will be 2022 and August 2023. No concerns related to Federally
impacted, but to my eye, both looked post- Recognized Tribes were raised during the consultation
colonial. And so my question for your feedback | process.
is, did you consult with any of the Algonquin
speaking indigenous people in the area about
impacted historic sites? Was that part of your
assessment?
BRENT SPENCE /WVI\ Public Hearing
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B-60-7 02/20/2024 - Also, specifically to Ohio Projects on ODOT’s website are generally sorted by the Public and
Department of Transportation, on your website, = project identification (PID) number. Because the BSB Stakeholder
you have a very useful tool where one can Corridor Project originated many years ago, it has an Involvement
select on any county and see what projects older PID number and automatically sorts further down in (5.1)
ODOT has going on there. What | found the project list. Based on the feedback received from this
interesting, though, was that this project, which | commenter, the BSB Corridor Project was moved to the
is easily the most expensive, | don't know top of the both the Hamilton County and statewide lists of
about where it ranks in terms of footprint. I'm projects prior to the conclusion of the in-person hearing in
guessing it's probably up there, if not the which this comment was offered. The project cost estimate
biggest. And yet it's on the third page. A user of $3.6 billion was also added to the ODOT project page.
has to go through the first two pages of The ODOT website has automatically redirected to the
Hamilton County projects, most if not all of project website (www.brentspencebridgecorridor.com) since
which have a price tag on them, 2 million, 40 2022. The project website provides detailed information
million, et cetera. This project, which was what, | about the project and provides forms where interested
3.9 billion? Was it with a “b”, no price tag, and persons can sign up for the project mailing list to be kept
it's on the third page. What are you hiding? informed about the most up-to-date project information.
Why are you burying it? Why aren't you giving
the most expensive project? Why aren't you
giving the public the most accessible pathway
to participating in it instead of burying it?
B-60-8 02/20/2024 - Also, about the supplemental The supplemental Environmental Assessment (EA) has Introduction (1.)

environmental assessment, | noticed and
therefore have a question. Why do you use
euphemism to talk about the negative impacts
of the project and dysphemism to talk about the
positive mitigations? This obviously is intended
to bias the public's perception. It's a
disingenuous use of language. The project
should be able to stand on its own.

been prepared consistent with Title 23 of the Code of
Federal Regulations (CFR) sections 771.129 and 771.130
and assesses updated regulatory requirements, changed
site conditions, design refinements to the previously
selected alternative, impact changes (mostly reductions),
further environmental commitments (enhancements and
mitigation), and additional National Environmental Policy
Act reevaluation and coordination efforts that have
occurred since the 2012 EA and Finding of No Significant
Impact (FONSI). The supplemental EA is intended to
provide an analysis of potential impacts of refined project
activities that were not expressly included in the approved
2012 EA/FONSI. The language in the environmental
documents prepared for the BSB Corridor Project is
consistent with applicable regulations.
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B-60-9 02/20/2024 - Finally, will you redo the The project has incorporated robust engagement of EJ Environmental
environmental justice engagement with the populations. Opportunities for EJ communities to offer Justice (4.1.7)
support of community engagement feedback about the project occurred during 16 targeted Public Hearin
professionals. EJ/neighborhood outreach meetings in late 2022 and (5.5) 9

open-house project update meetings in August 2023. All )

meetings were attended by residents of the targeted Ongoing Public
neighborhoods. Community members generally supported = & Stakeholder
the refinements, mitigation, and enhancements Involvement
incorporated into Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W), (5.6)

including the reduction of the project footprint, the
incorporation of additional noise/visual screening barriers,
measures to reduce flooding and combined sewer
overflows, new and improved multimodal facilities,
additional developable land, and aesthetic features.
During the EJ outreach comment period, community
members offered additional feedback and suggestions.
Every comment was evaluated by the project team, and
individual responses were prepared and published on the
project website. Furthermore, the project team
incorporated several refinements into Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W) in direct response to the comments
received. Unanticipated additional impacts on EJ
populations were not identified during the EJ outreach.

Minority and low-income individuals were provided the
opportunity to review the supplemental EA, attend in-
person and virtual public hearings, and provide comments
to KYTC and ODOT during the 30-day public availability
period. To make sure that all populations were aware of
these opportunities, postcards advertising the availability
of the supplemental EA and the public hearings were
delivered to nearly 50,000 mailboxes in the EJ study area.

Public involvement will continue to occur during the
design and construction of the project. Furthermore,
KYTC and ODOT will continue coordinating with the
Project Advisory Committee and local agencies and
stakeholders, who will continue to act as liaisons to the
communities immediately affected by the project.
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B-61 Townsend- B-61-1 02/20/2024 - I'm a professor in environmental
Small, Amy studies program at UC, also speaking on my

own behalf. My expertise is greenhouse gas
emissions and climate change. I'm also a
resident of Covington. | live in this
neighborhood just a few blocks south of here,
adjacent to exit 191 on 1-71/I-75. My primary
concern with the plan is that it would lead to
increased traffic.

KYTC and ODOT developed design-level no-build and Traffic (3.8)
build certified traffic for the years 2029 and 2049, which
reflected the anticipated opening day and design years for
the entire Brent Spence Bridge (BSB) Corridor Project
based on the most current project development. The
certified traffic projections were based on existing 2019
traffic counts in the BSB corridor, the Ohio Traffic
Forecasting Manual, and the Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana
Regional Council of Governments (OKI) regional travel
demand model of record. The 2029 and 2049 certified
traffic projections were used to prepare an Interchange
Modification Study Addendum (December 2023), and the
methodology for developing the certified traffic projections
is detailed in Appendix E of that report.

When developing the traffic projections, OKI’s regional
travel demand model was used to assign routes used by
travelers based on detailed information for individuals,
households, number of lanes, projected trips, and
calculated travel times. Projected traffic increases
between 2019 and 2049 are due to several factors,
including population and employment growth incorporated
into OKI’s regional travel demand model.

Traffic projections prepared for Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W) also show that adding lanes will increase
traffic volumes in the BSB corridor. Some of that increase
is due to travelers shifting trips they were already making
from other congested routes. In addition, some travelers
will make new trips they would not have made without the
highway improvements (induced trips). The Interchange
Modification Study Addendum concluded that Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) will provide acceptable traffic
operations for all projected trips in the project area
(including induced trips) through the year 2049, with a few
minor exceptions during peak travel periods.

B-61-2 02/20/2024 - Transportation is the leading
source of greenhouse gas emissions in the
United States. Most of these emissions come
from: number one, personal use cars and

KYTC and ODOT conducted an analysis that modeled the = Greenhouse
quantity of greenhouse gas emissions expected to occur Gases and
in Campbell, Kenton, and Hamilton counties for the 2020

existing, 2050 no-build, and 2050 build scenarios. The
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number two, trucks. In order for the United
States to meet our Paris Agreement goals, we
need to reduce transportation emissions. That's
our biggest problem with greenhouse gas
emissions. We cannot do this by making it
easier for people to drive their cars.

greenhouse gas emissions analysis was conducted at a Climate Change
quantitatively high level using the U.S. Environmental 4.7)

Protection Agency’s (USEPA'’s) MOtor Vehicle Emission

Simulator (MOVES) and travel demand models for the

project’s approved certified traffic.

Greenhouse gas emissions are expected to decrease by
approximately 10 percent for both the 2050 no-build and
2050 build scenarios when compared to the 2020 existing
scenario. These reductions are primarily due to the
implementation of the latest federal emissions standards
coupled with fleet turnover. Greenhouse gas emissions
are expected to be 0.7 percent greater when the 2050
build condition is compared to the 2050 no-build
condition. This is primarily due to an increase in vehicle
miles of travel that will occur throughout the area
transportation network as a result of Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W). In addition, the 0.7 percent difference in
greenhouse gas emissions is less than the associated
1.7 percent difference in total vehicle miles of travel.
Therefore, greenhouse gas emissions resulting from
Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) are expected to have
minimal effects on climate change.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will separate highway
runoff from combined sewer systems and will address
surcharging in the Peaselburg neighborhood. These
measures will reduce combined sewer overflows and
flooding and thereby promote climate resilience in the
project area. In addition, KYTC and ODOT address issues
related to climate change on a statewide level through
their Transportation Asset Management Plans. The
design, construction, and maintenance of Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) will be in accordance with
each state’s Transportation Asset Management Plan.

B-61-3 02/20/2024 - I'm also concerned about
increased noise from increased traffic. Noise
pollution negatively affects my neighborhood,
which is the neighborhood we're in right now,
as well as Devou Park, which is one of our

KYTC evaluated noise for Refined Alternative | Noise -
(Concept I-W) and documented the results for the Kentucky
Covington portions of the project corridor in a Traffic (4.8.1)

Noise Impact Analysis: Brent Spence Bridge Corridor
Project Kentucky — Northern Section (August 2023) and a
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region's best resources for backcountry hiking Noise Analysis Technical Memorandum Kentucky —
and biking. Noise abatement in the plan won't Northern Section (November 2022).

be sufficient to prevent noise pollution in the
park, which is above the noise abatement
walls.

As a result of those studies, KYTC is proposing noise
barriers in Covington on the west side of I-71/I-75 from
West 3 Street to south of Hermes Avenue, which
includes the area that is adjacent to exit 191 on
southbound I-71/I-75 (identified as the commenter’s area
of residence). In accordance with KYTC's noise policy,
only noise sensitive receptors within 500 feet of the
project corridor were analyzed for noise impacts. The
noise studies concluded that the proposed noise barriers
on the west side of I-71/1-75 will result in a 4 to 5-decibel
reduction in noise levels in the portions of Devou Park
that are within 500 feet of the project corridor.

KYTC is also going above and beyond its noise policy and
proposing a noise/visual screening barrier on the east
side of I-71/1-75 from Pike Street to West 4" Street, which
is the neighborhood in which the public hearing venue
referenced in the comment is located.

During detailed design, and in accordance with the KYTC
Noise Analysis and Abatement Policy, a noise abatement
public meeting and surveys will be conducted with the
property owners and tenants who will benefit from noise
and noise/visual screening barriers (benefitted receptors)
at each location where they are proposed in Kentucky.

B-61-4 02/20/2024 — In summary, | think a congestion Congestion pricing is a form of tolling. Previous tolling Funding (1.2.1)
pricing fee that encourages out of state trucks studies conducted by KYTC and ODOT indicate tolling the
to take interstate 275 instead of a companion BSB Corridor would not meet the project purpose and
bridge is a better alternative. Thank you. need due to unmet travel demand. In addition, tolling

would cause traffic diversion in local communities. The
studies showed increased traffic primarily on the bridges
crossing the Ohio River in the immediate vicinity of the
cities of Covington, Cincinnati, and Newport with lower
traffic diversion to I-275. During previous tolling studies for
the BSB Corridor Project, local interests concentrated
primarily in northern Kentucky expressed concern about
the impacts of tolling and associated traffic diversion. In
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response to these concerns, the Kentucky General
Assembly passed legislation in April 2015 that prohibited
the authorization of tolls for any project involving the
interstate highway system that connects the
Commonwealth of Kentucky with the State of Ohio.
Therefore, tolling the existing BSB is not considered to be
a reasonable alternative for the BSB Corridor Project, and
the project does not include tolling.

Previous study efforts related to tolling are posted on the
“Documents” page of the project website under the years
2013, 2014, and 2015.

BRIDGE CORRIDOR 7‘\‘ Public Comments and Responses

B-62 Dziad, Lynn B-62-1 02/20/2024 - | apologize. | wasn't prepared to Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) meets the project Neighborhood
do this today, so excuse my rambling. | first purpose and need, which is to improve traffic flow and and Community
moved to the Mainstrasse area 20 years ago. level of service; improve safety; correct geometric Cohesion
We endured the cut-in-the-hill. I'm sure that deficiencies; and maintain connections to key regional (4.1.2)
there are very few of us in this room that and national transportation corridors. Travel Patterns
k/leailiﬁ\éfr::s\,g u:tsvgziiﬁ gbﬁg :I;'t'w'?]totgﬁ;'w: ’an d In addition, KYTC and ODOT have wor.ked to incqrporate and Access
why do people want to live hére? The results, several e_nhancements to furth_er benefit surroundmg _ 4.1.9)
and there may have been a consultant communities. Refined AIte.rn_atlve.I (Concept I-W) will build
involved, turned out to be a mixture of new and/or reconstruct existing sidewalks, shared-use
walkability, residential and small business. It's paths, and bicycle lanes on local streets that are par_allel
where people want to be. It's where people to or cross |T7l/|'75' The ne_w_and improved p_edestrlan
want to live. It's why | bought here. It's because and bicycle mfrastrqcture vylll improve access in and
people don't want to be in a suburb. They don't bgtween the V_\/est5|de, Malnstras_se, Lev_vlsl_)urg, Botany
want to be split off from downtowns that H|I_Is, and Covm_gton Central Bu3|ness_D|_str|ct_(CBD)
eventually die. They don't want big roads in nglghborhoods in Kentucky and the Clncm.natl CBD .
between where they go. We go to Devou Park. Rlv_erfront, Queensgate, and West End neighborhoods in
People come to Mainstrasse to enjoy our tho. New blgycle Ianes and shargd-use paths .
history and our festivals. incorporated into Refined AIFernatlve I (Concept I_-W) will

also support future planned improvements of regional
I've heard things today like maybe combined pedestrian and bicycle networks.
into further projects. Aesthetic enhancements, noise reduction measures, and
drainage improvements have also been incorporated into
Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W). As a result, Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) is anticipated to have a net
benefit on community cohesion.
BRENT SPENCE /WVT\ Public Hearing
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B-62-2

‘ Comment

02/20/2024 - By the way, one of your signs
back there has a current sidewalk through way
going through my yard. It's not real at all. I'm
next to a parking lot which is full of cars which
nobody from the city can even agree on who
rents it to whose business’ cars.

Response Reference?!

Travel Patterns
and Access
(4.1.4)

Based on the feedback provided by the commenter, it was
determined that an existing sidewalk trail in Covington
and outside of the limits of the Brent Spence Bridge (BSB)
Corridor Project was incorrectly shown on the multimodal
enhancements exhibit at the public hearing. An existing
sidewalk trail connecting the shared-use path along the
Onhio River and the Goebel Park Complex (generally
located along Bakewell Street and the area described by
the commenter does not exist and has been removed
from the exhibit. Corrected versions of the exhibit have
been posted on www.Publicinput.com/bsbc and the
project website (www.brentspencebridgecorridor.com).

B-62-3

02/20/2024 - Noise equals depression, health
concerns. We're here because it's a
neighborhood, not because we want it to be at
an underpass. We appreciate the addition of
the noise barrier that you've just put up there.

Noise -
Kentucky
(4.8.1)

KYTC evaluated noise for Refined Alternative |

(Concept I-W) and documented the results for the
Covington portions of the project corridor in a Traffic
Noise Impact Analysis: Brent Spence Bridge Corridor
Project Kentucky — Northern Section (August 2023) and a
Noise Analysis Technical Memorandum Kentucky —
Northern Section (November 2022).

As a result of those studies, KYTC is proposing noise
barriers on the west side of I-71/I-75 from West 3" Street
to south of Hermes Avenue and on the east side of the
highway from south of Edgecliff Road to Pike Street.
KYTC is also going above and beyond its noise policy and
proposing a noise/visual screening barrier on the east
side of the highway from Pike Street to West 4™ Street.
These proposed noise barriers and noise/visual screening
barrier will provide sound reduction within the City of
Covington, which is the area referenced by the
commenter.

During detailed design, and in accordance with the KYTC
Noise Analysis and Abatement Policy, a noise abatement
public meeting and surveys will be conducted with the
property owners and tenants who will benefit from noise
and noise/visual screening barriers (benefitted receptors)
at each location where they are proposed in Kentucky.
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B-62-4 02/20/2024 — But we need more pools, not Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will acquire 2.84 acres = Threatened or
less, more trees, more bats, not less. The of permanent right-of-way and 0.07 acre of temporary Endangered
swamp that's down there now is why the bats easement from the Goebel Park Complex. The land to be = Species (4.2.4)
are here. We prefer that you fix things, not acquired includes 0.50 acre in Kenney Shields Park, Goebel Park
cause more damage. which is currently being utilized for two basketball courts Complex

and associated resources such as parking and sidewalks
providing access to the courts. The land acquisition also
includes 2.34 acres in Goebel Park. This land is low-lying,
prone to flooding, and contains a mixture of mown grassy
areas and groups of mature trees. The recreational use of
the land to be acquired in the Goebel Park portion of the
complex consists of a 360-foot section of walking trail that
stretches through the complex. Interstate widening will
also place the highway lanes closer to the park, which will
result in proximity impacts to an outdoor pool.

(4.13.3)

To mitigate impacts to the Goebel Park Complex, KYTC is
returning 2.23 acres of land that is currently occupied by
the West 5" Street ramp to the park. Other impacts to the
Goebel Park Complex will be mitigated through
reconstruction of the walking trail within the complex and
funding for the development of a new Goebel Park Master
Plan, and replacement and enhancement of the
basketball courts or other outdoor recreational facilities in
the park. To mitigate impacts to the outdoor pool,
approximately $1,337,400 of project funds will be
allocated to the construction of a new outdoor pool and
associated facilities or other comparable aquatic facility
serving the same recreational purpose within the Goebel
Park Complex to be established during the new master
planning process facilitated by the City of Covington.
Given the identified mitigation measures, the Goebel Park
Complex will continue to provide an outdoor pool or a
comparable aquatic facility for community use. In addition,
the 2.23 acres of replacement land will be at a higher
elevation than the impacted area, which will reduce
flooding in the park.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will disturb or remove
4.38 acres of riparian forested habitat, which will result in
the loss of potential foraging areas for the federally
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endangered gray bat. Approximately 90.00 acres of
forested habitat that will be removed by Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) may serve as foraging or
maternity areas for federally endangered Indiana bats;
suitable habitat for the federally endangered northern
long-eared bat. Impacts to the Ohio state listed
endangered little brown bat and tricolored bat are also
expected due to tree removal in Ohio. No evidence of
potential hibernacula in proximity to the project or use or
presence of bats along the bridges in the project area was
found. The tricolored bat has also been proposed for
listing as a federally endangered species.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) incorporates several
measures to minimize and mitigate effects on the Indiana
bat, gray bat, the northern long-eared bat, little brown bat,
and tricolored bat. Ohio and Kentucky follow separate
policies, programmatic agreements, and regulations
concerning these species; therefore, each state will
incorporate separate minimization and mitigation
measures.

In Kentucky, the mitigation measures include providing a
contribution to the Imperiled Bat Conservation Fund,
which will offset project-related impacts to terrestrial
habitats by acquiring and protecting forested habitat,
providing habitat management and improvement, and
providing focused research and monitoring efforts. Tree
removal in Kentucky will be minimized, and no tree
removal will occur from June 1 to July 31 when federally
listed bats may be using those habitats. In addition,
measures to protect stream areas in Kentucky will be
implemented both during and after construction.

In Ohio, the mitigation measures include avoiding tree
removal in excess of what is required to implement the
project safely. No tree removal in Ohio will occur from
April 1 through September 30, when federally and state
listed bats may be using those habitats. Ohio standards
and specifications related to lighting; dust control; and
water quality, wetland, and stream protection will also
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minimize and mitigate effects to federally and state listed
bat species.

B-62-5

02/20/2024 — When | first bought my house
around 2001, the first design came out shortly
thereafter, quietly. Just a large graphic online.
And that was when we discovered that the 5%
Street exit in Covington had been completely
cut off from your plans. It took community
fighting to get those exits and entrances back.
So, I'm just here to remind everyone, please
don't stop with whatever they're offering. There
are alternatives if we keep pushing.

Don't accept the midland promises that sound
like a promise, but really aren't. And maybe
we'll put something comparable to a pool back.
What we have here is a jewel and we need to
protect it and fight for it.

Public involvement and agency coordination have continued = Travel Patterns

since the approval of the 2012 Environmental and Access
Assessment and Finding of No Significant Impact. Efforts = (4.1.4)
have included: updating the project website; establishing .

. . RSP . - Public
social media accounts; distributing e-newsletters; holding Involvement
Project Advisory Committee, aesthetic committee, and olveme

and Agency

aesthetic subcommittee meetings; conducting 12 small-
scale and 4 broad-scale targeted environmental
justice/neighborhood outreach meetings; holding 2 open- )
house style project update meetings; coordinating with
consulting parties regarding the project’s effects on

historic properties; and coordinating with federal, state,

and local agencies.

Coordination

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will change how
through (interstate) traffic and local traffic travel through
the corridor while maintaining most existing travel
connections and accommodating minor rerouting of traffic
where access points are modified. New and improved
pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure is also provided on
local streets that are parallel to or cross I-75.

KYTC and ODOT have evaluated and responded to all
comments received during the project’s development. The
design of Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) has been
refined in several locations in direct response to public
comments. Based on preliminary investigations, several
additional refinements suggested during public
involvement activities may be feasible and will be
evaluated during the proof-of-concept phase of the Phase
11l progressive design-build contract. Refinements that
improve project quality, reduce costs, shorten schedule,
support the design-build contract objectives, and have
support at the local level may be incorporated into the
project.

KYTC, ODOT, and FHWA will consider all comments
received during the public availability of the supplemental

BRENT SPENCE AVEIVD  public Hearing

BRIDGE CORRIDOR 7‘\‘ Public Comments and Responses

Page B-62



‘ [\[o}

‘ Comment

Response Reference?!

Environmental Assessment. A detailed summary
providing responses to all public and agency comments
will be incorporated into the final environmental
document. In addition, KYTC and ODOT will provide
written responses to each participating or cooperating
agency who submitted comments.

Public and stakeholder outreach will continue throughout
the design and construction of the project. As detailed in
the project Public Engagement Plan, which is
incorporated into the Public Involvement Summary
(January 2024).

BRIDGE CORRIDOR 7‘\‘ Public Comments and Responses

B-62-6 02/20/2024 - Just by way of an example. Yes, The project purpose and need is to improve traffic flow Purpose and
mass transit. Excellent. We have the South and level of service; improve safety; correct geometric Need (2.)
Bank Shulttle. It keeps a lot of traffic down from | deficiencies; and maintain connections to key regional Travel Patterns
the stadiums and spreads it out to and national transportation corridors. This includes
neighborhoods. People come and visit us on accommodating freight traffic that is using the interstate a;(i ’Z‘CCGSS
their way to and from games. It's a great thing. | system. (4.1.4)

L (ink cviﬂ%”jlgs?iifgfg’rﬁﬂ;g?@fﬁgﬁl 1'11® " In 2008, KYTC and ODOT conducted a Feasibility and
have so much destruction to where we love to Constructability Study (_)f the Replacement/RehfiblI|tqt|on
live. My third comment quickly. Can't remember Or: the I?jrem Slpencg ino_lqe. Amongdother cofn5|dﬁ_r§tl_ons,
the 2X bus is why | bought my house. It went to the study evaluated the impacts and costs of prohibiting
the airport. | was a flight attendant for 23 years all through trucks on the existing BSB' The study
and forced out of Florida when an airline co_nc]uded that the Issue Of dlvgrtlr)g tru_cks from the
closed. That 2X doesn't even come to existing BSB h_as regional implications in terms of
Kentucky anymore. Goes from Cincinnati mcre_a;t_ed traffic on a number of travel corridors, and such
downtown to the airport. It's another suburb prohibitions would increase costs to the users.
that got cut off. In 2007, and as part of a separate study, the Ohio-
Kentucky-Indiana Regional Council of Governments
(OKI), the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for
the area completed a Brent Spence Bridge Truck Ban
Analysis. A ban on through trucks on the northern
Kentucky portion of 1-71/1-75 was found to have no
substantial benefits. The volumes of diverted traffic were
relatively small compared to the overall volume, and the
impact on severe crashes within the system was minor.
Furthermore, operating costs to the trucking industry
would negatively impact the region. The deployment of a
BRENT SPENCE /WVI\ Public Hearing
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truck ban would also present difficulties in terms of
enforcement. Therefore, diverting truck traffic would not
be effective and is not considered to be a reasonable
alternative for the BSB Corridor Project.

In 2004, OKI and the Miami Valley Regional Planning
Commission (MVRPC) completed a major planning study
known as the North South Transportation Initiative
(Initiative) that considered highway improvements in
addition to transit improvements such as express bus,
commuter rail, and others. The Initiative concluded that
transit improvements alone would not address capacity
issues on I-71/1-75. Therefore, expanding transit routes
would not meet the project purpose and need and is not
considered to be a reasonable alternative for the BSB
Corridor Project. The BSB Corridor Project addresses the
highway component of the Initiative.

The transit component included in the Initiative must be
developed and championed regionally, and ODOT and
KYTC are ready to support this when it is advanced at a
regional level.

The Southwest Ohio Regional Transit Authority (SORTA)
and the Transit Authority of Northern Kentucky (TANK)
have been involved in the development of the project and
encouraged to provide feedback as members of the
Project Advisory Committee. TANK also accepted an
invitation to be a participating agency during the
preparation of the supplemental Environmental
Assessment. Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is
compatible with local transit services, does not preclude
future transit plans and will not result in permanent or
detrimental effects on transit access.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is expected to provide
an overall public benefit for transit in the area by reducing
congestion and improving reliability for bus routes that
use the existing BSB for 210 trips every weekday. In
addition, new and improved sidewalks, shared-use paths,
and bicycle lanes will enhance connections to existing bus
stops.
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BRIDGE CORRIDOR 7‘\‘ Public Comments and Responses

B-63 Baker, Nick B-63-1 02/20/2024 — I'm representing the Holiday Inn The Holiday Inn Cincinnati Riverfront in Covington will not = Economy and
Cincinnati Riverfront in Covington, just a few be directly impacted by Refined Alternative | Employment
streets away. Mine are more questions, you (Concept I-W). Determining information regarding (4.1.6)
know. I'm being asked a lot of questions by our | revenue, property value, market factors, and utilization by
revenue management teams, our ownership construction crews for this specific business or the hotel
companies, how it's going to impact, how community is beyond the scope of the Brent Spence
much, or, you know, what the value of the hotel | Bridge (BSB) Corridor Project. Therefore, no response,
is, you know, if they're looking to sell it, whether | other than to document the comment as received, can be
or not it's a good time to sell, whether it's a provided.
good time to hold. So, what's the immediate Businesses and individuals interested in working on the
impact to the hotels, to the hotel community? . - . ; 9
How many room-nights can we expect from project or provide services to project pgrsonnel may_reach
construction companies, you know, from out q“ectly to Fhe de5|gn-bU|_Id team using the following
planning teams, you know? All different phases email address: WalshKokosingBrent .
of the project, you know. Spenc_e@wals_hqroup.com. You can also visit the Walsh

Kokosing Design-Build Team website at
https://walshkokosing.com/. The "Work With Us" page on
the project website also contains links to resources for
businesses and individuals who want to work on the
project.

B-63-2 02/20/2024 - And then also | would like to see KYTC evaluated noise for Refined Alternative | Noise -
the visual and the noise barrier go a little bit (Concept I-W) and documented the results for the Kentucky
further down towards Third Street where we're Covington portions of the project corridor in a Traffic (4.8.1)
at, because we do get a lot of complaints Noise Impact Analysis: Brent Spence Bridge Corridor
already on highway noise where we're located, | Project Kentucky — Northern Section (August 2023) and a
right there on Third Street. So, if at all possible, | Noise Analysis Technical Memorandum Kentucky —
we can think about the visual and the noise Northern Section (November 2022).
barrier going down a little bit further. Those studies concluded that a noise barrier would not

benefit any of the noise sensitive receptors west of
I-71/1-75 in the vicinity of West 3" Street, which includes
the area where the Holiday Inn Cincinnati Riverfront in
Covington is located. Because a noise barrier was not
determined to be either feasible or reasonable, KYTC is
not proposing either a noise barrier or a noise/visual
screening barrier in this area.
BRENT SPENCE /WVI\ Public Hearing
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B-63-3 02/20/2024 - And then my other thing is just the = Detailed cost estimates were developed for the 2012 Project
frustration on how long it's taken. So, | know | Environmental Assessment (EA) and Finding of No Description
started back here. | worked in 2011, 2013 in Significant Impact (FONSI) and were an important (1.2)
Covington, was talked about 2015 in Covington = consideration in the identification of the selected

Project History

and then again 2023. And they just keep on alternative (Selected Alternative I). In accordance with (1.2)

asking, when is this bridge project going to get = standard practice for preliminary project development,
started? When's this bridge project going to get | specific funding mechanisms were not identified at that
started? So, | think people are ready for it to time. Once the 2012 EA/FONSI were finalized, KYTC and
either get started or how many more hearings ODOT began the next steps to identify specific funding
do we have to have? Let's just get started. But mechanisms for the project. At the same time, KYTC and
appreciate all you guys do. Thank you very ODOT conducted additional studies and to identify ways
much. to reduce project costs and impacts, further improve the
project design, and provide additional benefits. These
combined efforts culminated in a set of refinements to
Selected Alternative | (from the 2012 EA/FONSI) that
have been designated Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W)
and are the focus of the supplemental EA.

In 2021, ODOT secured the funding to complete detailed
design and prepare contract plans for Phases | and Il of
the project. ODOT also secured the funding to construct
Phase Il beginning in 2026. In November 2021, the United
States Congress passed the Infrastructure Investment
and Jobs Act — also known as the “Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law” — which created new programs to fund
key infrastructure priorities and create more funding
opportunities for local governments. In December 2022,
KYTC and ODOT received federal funding grants worth
$1.635 billion for the remaining elements of the project
and have since developed detailed funding plans for their
portions of the project costs.

With the necessary funding currently in place and
anticipated approval of the supplemental EA in the first
half of 2024, construction on Phase Il of the BSB Corridor
Project (Dixie Highway in Kentucky to Linn Street in Ohio)
is expected to begin in 2025 and be substantially
complete by 2030. Construction on Phase Il (Linn Street
to Findlay Street in Ohio) is expected to begin in 2026
with completion in 2031. Construction of Phase |
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(Findlay Street to Marshall Avenue in Ohio) is expected to
begin in 2029 and be completed in 2032.

B-64

Butler, Matt

B-64-1

02/20/2024 - I'm Matt Butler with the Devou
Good Foundation. The SEA erroneously
discounts the project's harms to nearby
minority residents. The supplemental
environmental assessment attempts to
discount environmental justice concerns
regarding disproportionate adverse impacts on
minority communities by claiming any harm to
minority populations will not be predominantly
borne by majority populations and are not
appreciably more severe or greater in
magnitude than those experienced by non-
minority populations. This completely ignores
the fact that the states and the region are
highly segregated and the fact that the
residents in these minority neighborhoods are
already disproportionately harmed by existing
pollution.

Environmental
Justice (4.1.7)

An Environmental Justice Analysis Report (January 2024)
was prepared to assess the effects of Refined Alternative
I (Concept I-W) on environmental justice (EJ) populations.
The EJ analysis was conducted in accordance with the
U.S. Department of Transportation Order 5610.2C and
FHWA Order 6640.23A, which define disproportionately
high and adverse effects. The EJ analysis also followed
FHWA'’s Guidance on Environmental Justice and the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) (December 16,
2011).

As part of the EJ analysis, demographic characteristics for
U.S. census block groups in the EJ study area were
determined using 5-year census data from the American
Community Survey (ACS) for 2016-2020 and were
compared to demographic data for the states, counties,
cities, and EJ study area to identify the presence of EJ
populations. The analysis concluded that Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) would result in the following
effects on EJ populations:

- No adverse effects on community resources, access
and mobility, safety, air quality, stormwater, visual
setting, and workforce development;

- No adverse indirect and cumulative effects;

- No disproportionately high and adverse relocation,
noise, or temporary construction effects; and

- Net benefits due to mitigation and enhancements for
parks and Longworth Hall; improved access, mobility,
and safety for all modes of travel; reduced vehicle
emissions; reduced noise; reduced flooding and
combined sewer overflows; improved aesthetics; direct
and indirect workforce enhancements; and an
interpretive display in the West End neighborhood.

Specific to air quality effects on EJ populations,
evaluations considered particulate matter that is
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2.5 micrometers or less in diameter (PM2.5), carbon
monoxide, and ozone. The project area is in attainment
with National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for
PM2.5 and carbon monoxide, and the project is in
conformance with the NAAQS for ozone. In addition, a
Quantitative MSAT Analysis Report (August 2023)
concluded that Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is not
anticipated to have an appreciable impact on mobile
source air toxics (MSAT) emissions.

To further evaluate air quality considerations, KYTC and
ODOT completed an emissions burdens analysis that
modeled the levels of volatile organic compounds,
nitrogen oxides, and PM2.5 for 2020 existing, 2050 no-
build, and 2050 build scenarios. When the 2050 build
scenario is compared to the 2020 existing scenario,
vehicle emissions throughout the EJ study area are
expected to be substantially reduced. When the 2050
build scenario is compared to the 2050 no-build scenario,
vehicle emissions throughout the EJ study area are
expected to be less or approximately the same, with
slightly greater levels of PM2.5 in Kenton County.

Twenty (20) percent of the census block groups with
minority and/or low-income populations in the EJ study
area are in Kenton County; therefore, the slightly greater
level of PM2.5 when the 2050 build scenario is compared
to the 2050 no-build scenario will not be predominately
borne by EJ populations nor is it appreciably more severe
or greater in magnitude than the level of PM2.5 emissions
for the non-EJ population.

B-64-2 02/20/2024 - I'm requesting ODOT do a full

EIS.

The analysis documented in the supplemental N/A
Environmental Assessment (EA) has not identified any
significant effects resulting from Refined Alternative |

(Concept I-W). As described in Title 40 of the Code of

Federal Regulations (CFR) section 1508.9, one purpose

of environmental assessments is to provide sufficient

evidence and analysis for determining whether to prepare

an environmental impact statement or a finding of no

significant impact. FHWA will make the final NEPA
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determination based on the information and analyses
presented in the supplemental EA and the outcome of the
comments received during the public availability period for
the supplemental EA.

B-64-3

02/20/2024 - In census tracts 607, 650, 651
which straddled the eastern side of the Brent
Spence Bridge Corridor expansion area in
Covington, black residents reside in a greater
proportion, 14.1, 13.1 and 33.1% than their
share of the city's population and in a much
greater proportion than their share of the
state's population and census tracts 616, 650,
616, which straddled the western and eastern
sides of the Brent Spence Bridge Corridor
expansion area in Covington, Hispanic
residents reside in a greater proportion, 17.5,
12.6 and 9.6%, than their share of the city's
population and in a much greater proportion
than their share of the state's population. And
in census tracts 263-2692 and 264, which
straddle the eastern and western side of the
Brent Spence Bridge Corridor expansion area
in Cincinnati, black residents reside in a greater
proportion than their share of the city's
population and in a much greater proportion
than their share of the state's population.

Environmental
Justice (4.1.7)

The EJ analysis for the supplemental EA was conducted
in accordance with all applicable federal and state
guidelines. Where differences in methodology occur, the
most conservative and inclusive approach was followed.
The Environmental Justice Analysis Report provides a
detailed description of the methodology employed in the
analysis of the effects of Refined Alternative |

(Concept I-W) on EJ populations.

The demographic makeup of the EJ study area was
identified using census data from the 5-year American
Community Survey estimates for 2016-2020.
Demographics were analyzed at the block group level, as
defined by the U.S. Census Bureau 2020 decennial
census geographic boundaries. Census block groups are
a smaller geographic area than census tracts and allow
for a more detailed and targeted EJ analysis.

In accordance with Executive Order 12898 and the
Promising Practices for EJ Methodologies in NEPA
Reviews: Report of the Federal Interagency Working
Group on Environmental Justice & NEPA Committee
(Promising Practices Report) (March 2016), minority and
low-income populations within the EJ study area were
identified using a meaningfully greater analysis.

The meaningfully greater analysis identifies areas where
the minority or low-income population percentage is
meaningfully greater than the minority or low-income
populations within an established reference community.
For this project, the EJ study area was chosen as the
reference community, and any percentage higher than the
reference community was deemed to be meaningfully
greater.

Orders issued by USDOT and FHWA define low-income
as a person whose median household income is at or
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below the Department of Health and Human Services
guidelines. The EJ analysis for the supplemental EA
designates low-income as 1.99 times the poverty
thresholds established by the U.S. Census Bureau. This
represents a more inclusive definition for low-income that
exceeds the minimum federal poverty guidelines and
represents a strong commitment by KYTC and ODOT to
going above and beyond in addressing EJ on the Brent
Spence Bridge Corridor Project.

Minority populations are concentrated in the southeastern
portion of the EJ study area in Kentucky and throughout
the EJ study area in Ohio. Low-income populations are
broadly dispersed throughout the EJ study area and are
located directly adjacent to the project corridor. Mapping
showing the locations of census block groups with
minority and low-income populations in the EJ study area
is included in the supplemental EA.

B-65 Mangan, B-65-1 02/20/2024 - I'm here as a resident of
Sue Cincinnati and my major emphasis is to support
everything you can do to be more as much as
environmentally conscious as possible. | like
what I'm seeing about the drainage and
stormwater improvements and the impact of
wetlands and streams.

The commenter’s support for the mitigation and
enhancement measures incorporated into the Brent
Spence Bridge (BSB) Corridor Project has been included
in the project record.

N/A

B-65-2 02/20/2024 - 1 also am concerned about
neighborhoods that were negatively impacted
in the last bridge and reconnecting those
neighborhoods and offering them more
opportunities to become part of the city instead

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) meets the project
purpose and need, which is to improve traffic flow and
level of service; improve safety; correct geometric
deficiencies; and maintain connections to key regional
and national transportation corridors. In addition, KYTC

Purpose and
Need (2.)

Future Design
Refinements

of separate from the city. and ODOT have worked to incorporate several .7
enhancements to further benefit surrounding Neighborhood
communities. As a result, Refined Alternative | and Community
(Concept I-W) is anticipated to have a net benefit to Cohesion
community cohesion due to the incorporation of aesthetic (4.1.2)
enhancements, multimodal facilities, noise reduction
measures, and drainage improvements.
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Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) represents the base
design for the BSB Corridor Project. It is anticipated that
the design-build team for the Phase Il progressive
design-build contract will develop innovation concepts
(design refinements) that will be evaluated by KYTC and
ODOT. Innovations that improve project quality, reduce
costs, shorten schedule, support the design-build contract
objectives, and have support at the local level may be
incorporated into the project. Some of the design-build
contract objectives that will be considered during the
evaluation of innovation concepts include: minimizing
physical intrusion and impact; maximizing public
investment by minimizing the project footprint; minimizing
the footprint of the interstate system to maximize potential
developable space; improving neighborhood connectivity
across the interstate; and building the project with a
context sensitive design that fits within the community.

Reference!

BRIDGE CORRIDOR 7‘\‘ Public Comments and Responses

B-65-3 02/20/2024 - | like seeing that you have a lot of | In support of the KYTC Complete Streets, Roads, and Refined

walk paths and bike trails, mixed use bike and Highways Policy, the ODOT Multimodal Design Guide, Alternative |
walk paths incorporated in your plans. | would and the Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana Regional Council of (Concept I-W)
hope that you can keep those as separate from = Governments Regional Complete Streets Policy, Refined and Purpose
the road as possible for safety reasons and just = Alternative | (Concept I-W) will promote safety for and Need (3.9)
to make people more inclined to use them. bicyclists and pedestrians. The frontage roads and ramp

connections with local streets are being designed as

lower-speed urban roadways, which will encourage

drivers to decelerate to safe speeds prior to reaching

bicycle and pedestrian crossings. Furthermore, the buffer

distance between automobile traffic and sidewalks and

shared-use paths will be increased, improving bicyclist

and pedestrian safety and comfort.

B-65-4 02/20/2024 - | am wondering about the The bridges that carry traffic across the Western Hills Project
infrastructure going across the Western Hills Viaduct to Central Parkway are being designed and Description
Viaduct that | would hope that you would constructed as part of the Western Hills Viaduct project,a = (1.1)
include in that infrastructure the potential for rail = separate project with independent utility and completed
to be installed there eventually. It's my environmental review that is being developed by the City
understanding that can happen if you include of Cincinnati. ODOT is coordinating design and
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that in your infrastructure for the Western Hills
Viaduct.

Response Reference?!

construction of the Western Hills Viaduct project with the
design and construction of the BSB Corridor Project.

B-66

Ankrum,
Andrea

B-66-1 02/20/2024 - I'm with the northern Kentucky Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) meets the project Purpose and
Sierra Club, which is an environmental group. purpose and need, which is to improve traffic flow and Need (2.)
We all know that the Brent Spence Bridge level of service; improve safety; correct geometric Traffic (3.8)
needs to be overhauled, upgraded and deficiencies; and maintain connections to key regional )
improved. 1-71/75 is a major north south cargo and national transportation corridors. Air Quality (4.6)
:ﬁigt(:o\mg] :lgl;sr;segr.C'?;?Sapnrgéijuc(;kss ;r%\;eglfng Regir_led Alternatfif\_/e I (Con_cept Ik-]W) Wrilll redrtljce co_ngestion
rafc-lated i pollion o ap and arects 0 P01 (TS heratons etgiou e proet s
those living closest to the highway the most. C d yl W) i o d to further d d d
The air pollution is increased when traffic ( oncept |- ) is not anticipated to further degrade, an
backups occur, which is a routine occurrence may improve, overall air quality in the project area.
near the Brent Spence Bridge. In order to reduce
the negative health effects of traffic. Traffic
needs to flow across the Brent Spence Bridge
with minimal backups. This project is important.

B-66-2 02/20/2024 - We appreciate the environmental Environmental commitments have been incorporated into = Environmental

considerations that are discussed in the
Environmental Assessment report and request

Commitments
(Section 6. and

the project include best management practices (BMPSs) to
ensure continuous erosion control throughout the

BRIDGE CORRIDOR 7‘\‘ Public Comments and Responses

that the best management practices outlined in | construction and post-construction period; minimizing tree = ES-Table II)
the plan are strictly followed in order to limit the | removal and associated habitat loss; preparing a Spill
potential impact of the environment during Prevention Control and Countermeasures Plan during
construction. We request that an independent construction; preparing a groundwater protection plan
group be allowed to monitor the BMPs and during construction; the separation of interstate runoff in
construction activities to ensure that all plans the project area from existing combined sewers in
are being implemented and adhered to. This Kentucky and Ohio; implementing a dust control plan
includes, but is not limited to, erosion control to | during construction, and implementing an ambient air
protect water quality, minimizing tree removal quality monitoring program during construction.
and habitat loss for wildlife, management of oil . . .
spills, protection of groundwater, monitoring of s7e£ ng (5)3( 1°)f tgsfggié)folzggﬁ_rﬁlni%%uI::':t?c)snsv?’ﬁﬂon
stormwater to ensure proper management of FHWA ’ ible for imol ’ " p tioati
interstate runoff, and temporary impact to air » are responsioie for impiementing mitigation
quality. measures stated as commitments in Fhe supplemental

Environmental Assessment and the final environmental

decision documents unless FHWA approves of their

deletion or modification in writing. FHWA will ensure that

BRENT SPENCE /WWWT\ Public Hearing
Page B-72



Response Reference?!

‘ (\[o} ‘ Comment

this is accomplished as a part of its stewardship and
oversight responsibilities.

The Brent Spence Bridge (BSB) Corridor Project has been
designated a Major Project by FHWA. As such, Title 23 of
the United States Code section 106(h)(2) requires the
development of a Project Management Plan. For more
information about Project Management Plans, please visit:
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/majorprojects/pmp/index.cfm.

KYTC, ODOT, and FHWA have developed a Project
Management Plan for the BSB Corridor Project, which will
be updated as the project phases advance. Among other
items, the Project Management Plan establishes protocols
for environmental compliance monitoring.

Per the BSB Corridor Project Management Plan, ODOT
and KYTC will meet all commitments and project-specific
mitigation and enhancement items included in the
project’s environmental clearance. The ODOT project
managers for the Phase I, Phase Il, and Phase llI
contracts and the KYTC project manager for the Phase Il
contract will track and enforce implementation of the
environmental commitments listed in the supplemental
Environmental Assessment and the final environmental
decision documents.

Compliance with the environmental mitigation and
enhancement commitments for the BSB Corridor Project
will be evaluated and documented by the ODOT project
managers for Phase I, Phase Il, and Phase 1l following
completion of the final design and construction phases of
each contract.

The project mitigation measures and environmental
commitments (including permits) will be reviewed at the
pre-construction meetings with ODOT’s construction staff,
KYTC’s construction staff, and the contractors. The BSB
Corridor Project will be reviewed during construction by
ODOT’s district staff and KYTC'’s district staff to ensure
that the mitigation measures and environmental
commitments are carried out and to determine if
additional mitigation measures and environmental
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commitments are needed. In addition, monthly status
reports submitted to FHWA will include updates on
mitigation measure and environmental commitment
monitoring and status.

Information regarding compliance with the project’s
environmental commitments will be made publicly
available at appropriate milestones during the design and
construction of the Phase |, Phase I, and Phase Il
contracts.

B-66-3

02/20/2024 - The plan discusses the
implementation of an ambient air quality
monitoring program and a dust control plan for
sensitive areas in the corridor, including areas
utilized by children and environmental justice
communities. Air quality monitoring is
extremely important to ensure construction
activities are not negatively impacting the local
population, and this data should be available to
the public in real time. We support a Brent
Spence Bridge project that is conscientious of
the environmental impact that construction
activities have on the local population, land,
and wildlife. We look forward to understanding
how the project will communicate with the local
community about how the best management
practices will be monitored and enforced.
Thank you.

Construction
Impacts (4.11)

Temporary construction-related air quality impacts are
expected due to increased dust and mobile source
emissions from construction equipment and increased
emissions from increased traffic congestion during
construction. Environmental commitments have been
incorporated into the project to minimize and mitigate
temporary construction impacts. Temporary air quality
effects will be minimized by following federal, state, and
local regulations regarding dust and emission controls.
KYTC and ODOT will also develop and implement an
ambient air quality monitoring program for sensitive areas
within 500 feet of the project corridor, including areas
utilized by children, schools, parks and recreation areas,
and hospitals. Additional details related to the ambient air
quality monitoring program will be determined during
detailed design, including locations, times, and durations
of air quality monitoring; protocols to address any
exceedances of the National Ambient Air Quality
Standards (NAAQS) should they be observed; and how
monitoring and enforcement data will be made available
to the public.

During construction, a project website will provide regular
project updates regarding maintenance of traffic plans,
current traffic patterns, upcoming changes, etc. The
website will provide an email address and phone number
for the public to contact the contractor's designated
representative with questions, concerns, or complaints
regarding ongoing or planned construction activities.
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‘ Comment

02/20/2024 - I'm a resident of Kentucky. We
live on the Fort Mitchell, Fort Wright borderline,
and in the last 27 years we've lived there, our
noise levels have increased dramatically. This
seems like a perfect time to address noise
levels, but I'm not confident of the studies that
have been done so far. I'd like to know what
role terrain plays in the noise assessment
because we live on a hillside and the interstate
is elevated, but | think there's some
misrepresentation of numbers there. | would
like to have some more information about.

Response Reference?!

Noise -
Kentucky
(4.8.1)

The commenter did not provide a specific address or
location. Therefore, only a general response regarding
noise in the vicinity of the boundary between Fort Mitchell
and Fort Wright can be provided.

KYTC evaluated noise for Refined Alternative |

(Concept I-W) and documented the results for the Fort
Mitchell portions of the project corridor in a Traffic Noise
Assessment: Brent Spence Bridge Corridor Project
Kentucky Southern Section (August 2023). The noise
analysis methodology accounts for the elevations of noise
sensitive receptors as well as the vertical and horizontal
alignment of the roadways. As a result of that study,
KYTC is proposing noise barriers on southbound I-71/I-75
north of Dixie Highway and on northbound I-71/1-75 from
Dixie Highway to Kyles Lane. Both of these locations
extend into portions of Fort Mitchell and Fort Wright.

KYTC also prepared a Technical Memorandum:
Additional Traffic Noise Assessment Kentucky Southern
Section (February 2023) that evaluated extending the
noise analysis area further west to include a noise barrier
for residences in the vicinity of Summit Lane in the Fort
Mitchell Heights subdivision. The technical study also
evaluated extending noise barriers to provide noise
reduction for additional businesses with exterior uses, a
hotel, and a day care center west of I-71/I-75 between
Kyles Lane and Dixie Highway. Both of these locations
are near the Fort Mitchell/Fort Wright boundary. Based on
the evaluation, KYTC determined that extended noise
barriers in these areas were not reasonable nor
recommended.

During detailed design, and in accordance with the KYTC
Noise Analysis and Abatement Policy, a noise abatement
public meeting and surveys will be conducted with the
property owners and tenants who will benefit from noise
and noise/visual screening barriers (benefitted receptors)
at each location where they are proposed in Kentucky.

BRENT SPENCE AVEIVD  public Hearing

BRIDGE CORRIDOR 7‘\‘ Public Comments and Responses

Page B-75



‘ No. ‘ Comment Response Reference!
B-67-2 02/20/2024 - | also know that our streets, just Cultural resources in the project's area of potential effects = Area of
tonight, that our streets on the historic districtis = were evaluated in accordance with Section 106 of the Potential Effects
not on the historic district map is designated to | National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Section 106) (45.1)
Fort Mitchell, but we are a historic district. | and implemented through Title 36 of the Code of Federal Historv/
don't if that matters, if that makes any Regulations (CFR) part 800. In 2022, the area of potential Architgcture
difference. effects in Kentucky was updated to encompass the most RESOUICes
recent disturbance limits for Refined Alternative | (4.5.2)
(Concept I-W). The Fort Mitchell Heights Historic District, ~
which is in the area referenced by the commenter, is
located outside of the 2022 area of potential effects and
was not assessed in the 2022 cultural resources studies.
As a result, it was not shown on mapping on display at the
public hearings.
B-67-3 02/20/2024 - My final question is about the cost | To be cost effective, the KYTC Noise Analysis and Noise -
for benefited receptor. In the information that Abatement Policy has established $40,000 as a Kentucky
we receive, that cost has been anything reasonable maximum threshold for the cost per benefited @ (4.8.1)
between $14,356 and $40,000 per benefited receptor (CBR). The CBR is defined as follows: CBR =
receptor. So, I'd like some clarification about (Cost of Noise Barrier ($)/Number of Benefited Receptors)
that, please, and | would like the opportunity to | where (1) the cost of noise barrier is the total anticipated
discuss with the transportation cabinet at any cost of the noise barrier including design, right-of-way,
time that's possible. utilities, and construction. For the noise analyses
prepared for the Brent Spence Bridge Corridor Project, an
average cost of $32 per square foot of barrier wall was
assumed and (2) the number of benefited receptors is the
total number of receptors receiving a noise reduction of at
least 5 decibels (A-weighted scale).
B-68 Baer, Logan @ B-68-1 02/20/2024 - I'm a resident here in northern The Kentucky General Assembly passed legislation in Funding (1.2.1)

Kentucky, actually in Newport, but | use this
bridge all the time. | come to Covington all the
time. So, | guess | just had a few questions for
ODOT and KYTC. In particular, looking at the I-

65 Abraham Lincoln Bridge project in Louisville.

They doubled the size of the bridge like we're
trying to do here, but as a result they need to
pay for it. They put a toll on the bridge and then
traffic numbers halved from prior to the
construction to afterwards. Fewer cars were

April 2015 that prohibited the authorization of tolls for any
project involving the interstate highway system that
connects the Commonwealth of Kentucky with the State
of Ohio. The Brent Spence Bridge (BSB) Corridor Project
does not include congestion pricing because it is a form of
tolling and is therefore prohibited in Kentucky.
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going over the bridge, even though the toll was
not necessarily targeting everyone equally. |
just would like to know if KYTC, ODOT, or the
federal DOT has thoroughly considered using
tolling rather or congestion pricing to reduce
unnecessary induced demand over the bridge.

Response

Reference!

B-68-2

02/20/2024 - In addition to that, I think it's a
great question. Is there going to be capability
for rail to be added in the future to this bridge?
We have a major international airport in
Covington and further off in Covington Airport.
Will that ever be able to be connected
downtown via this bridge?

In 2004, the Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana Regional Council of
Governments (OKI) and the Miami Valley Regional
Planning Commission (MVRPC) completed a major
planning study known as the North South Transportation
Initiative (Initiative) that considered highway
improvements in addition to transit improvements such as
express bus, commuter rail, and others. The Initiative
concluded that transit improvements alone would not
address capacity issues on 1-71/1-75. Therefore,
passenger rail would not meet the project purpose and
need and is not considered to be a reasonable alternative
for the BSB Corridor Project.

The project has not incorporated passenger rail into the
design because it is not supported by the project's
purpose and need, and there are no current plans for new
rail in the region. New passenger rail facilities would need
to be evaluated as part of a separate project. The transit
component included in the Initiative must be developed
and championed regionally, and KYTC and ODOT are
ready to support this when it is advanced at a regional
level.

Purpose and
Need (2.)

B-68-3

02/20/2024 - And in terms of the questions of
safety, the real question on my mind is, yes, it
seems like safety for motorists, but for frontage
roads, are we going to be seeing things like
bump outs? Are we going to be seeing traffic
calming from off ramps? Because right now
every off ramp, if you're walking around in, say,
Mainstrasse, you're walking near the off ramp,
they come off pretty fast, even if there is a
traffic light there. So, I'd like to know if the

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will improve vehicular
safety by including measures to reduce congestion-
related crashes. In addition, the collector-distributor
roadway system will improve safety by separating through
and local traffic and keeping them separate for longer
distances, thus reducing weaving movements that
increase the risk of crashes. The removal of left-hand
exits and other design deficiencies such as substandard
shoulders are also expected to improve safety and reduce
crashes by further reducing weaving movements and by

Traffic (3.8)

Refined
Alternative |
(Concept I-W)
and Purpose
and Need (3.9)
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design of the frontage roads and the offramps
will design for slower speeds, not just signage.
That leaves that for the city to enforce poor
design. Thank you for your time.

Response Reference?!

providing a larger buffer for vehicles. In addition, two
existing one-way bridges on Ezzard Charles Drive over
I-75 will be replaced with one combined two-way bridge to
reduce the high number of wrong-way crashes occurring
at this location. The Interchange Modification Study
Addendum (December 2023) documents a detailed safety
analysis that was conducted for the BSB Corridor Project
using FHWA's Interactive Highway Safety Design Model.

In support of the KYTC Complete Streets, Roads, and
Highways Policy, the ODOT Multimodal Design Guide,
and the OKI Regional Complete Streets Policy, Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) will promote safety for
bicyclists and pedestrians. The frontage roads and ramp
connections with local streets are being designed as
lower-speed urban roadways, which will encourage
drivers to decelerate to safe speeds prior to reaching
bicycle and pedestrian crossings. Furthermore, the buffer
distance between automobile traffic and sidewalks and
shared-use paths will be increased, improving bicyclist
and pedestrian safety and comfort. Finally, lighting will be
installed in underpass areas to improve safety and
security for pedestrians and bicyclists.

B-68-4 02/20/2024 - Just one other thing | wanted to A Cost, Schedule, and Risk Assessment workshop held Cost Estimates
point out. One, the price tag. It is large. | know by FHWA and the project team in October 2022 confirmed = (3.6)
how the large projects often have large price that the total project cost estimate is $3.6 billion in the
tags. year of expenditure, which includes all costs required to
deliver the project, including but not limited to planning,
design, right-of-way acquisition, construction, construction
management services, and agency labor.
B-68-5 02/20/2024 - I've been following the Bridge Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) meets the project Purpose and

Forward project on the Cincinnati side. The
proposal to do to 75/71 what we did with Fort
Washington Way in, burying it, eventually
capping it over to reconnect neighborhoods.
But the proposal I've heard beyond minor
engineering problems would be rejected,
primarily because it would add around

purpose and need, which is to improve traffic flow and
level of service; improve safety; correct geometric
deficiencies; and maintain connections to key regional
and national transportation corridors. In addition, ODOT Future Design
has worked with the City of Cincinnati to incorporate Refinements
several enhancements to provide additional community 3.7

benefits. Features incorporated into Refined Alternative |

Need (2.)

Alternatives (3.)
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$150,000,000 extra. That's a big number, too. (Concept I-W) address many of the priorities articulated Neighborhood

That would only be adding around 5% to the by Bridge Forward, including minimizing the footprint of and Community
total project budget, which, knowing how these | the highway; using the interstate primarily as an efficient Cohesion
projects go, this will probably overrun that processor of regional, through traffic; providing a network | (4.1.2)
budget, too, because that's how government of safe, multimodal streets for local traffic; and using only Public
projects almost always work. modern, progressive engineering practices.
Comments
Features incorporated into Refined Alternative | (5.1.1)

(Concept I-W) include reconfiguring the river crossing to
use the existing BSB for local traffic as part of the
collector-distributor roadway system and a new double-
decker companion bridge to the west for through
(interstate) traffic. In addition, performance-based design
principles have been incorporated into the design of
Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W), substantially reducing
the project’s footprint and associated impacts. Multimodal
facilities have been incorporated into Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W), and KYTC and ODOT are continuing to
coordinate the project with the cities of Cincinnati and
Covington to address local concerns while further
reducing the highway’s footprint and impacts to the
communities in the project area. Finally, Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) reconfigures the ramps in
downtown Cincinnati to open up approximately 10 acres
of land for potential redevelopment and/or public use
directly adjacent to the Cincinnati Central Business
District.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is anticipated to have
a net benefit to community cohesion due to the
incorporation of aesthetic enhancements, multimodal
facilities, noise reduction measures, and drainage
improvements.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) represents the base
design for the BSB Corridor Project. It is anticipated that
the design-build team for the Phase Il progressive
design-build contract will develop innovation concepts
(design refinements) that will be evaluated by KYTC and
ODOT. Innovations that improve project quality, reduce
costs, shorten schedule, support the design-build contract
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objectives, and have support at the local level may be
incorporated into the project.

As part of the public involvement conducted for the
project, ODOT and the City of Cincinnati have held
multiple working sessions with Bridge Forward to discuss
their ideas about the BSB Corridor Project. KYTC and
ODOT have prepared detailed responses to several
concepts submitted by Bridge Forward, which are
included in the Public Involvement Summary (January
2024). During the evaluation of innovation concepts,
KYTC and ODOT have committed to further evaluating
comments and concepts submitted by Bridge Forward,
including the latest concepts submitted for consideration.

BRIDGE CORRIDOR 7‘\‘ Public Comments and Responses

B-68-6 02/20/2024 - One other thing is that in every Existing and historic traffic counts for the BSB were Traffic (3.8)
projection of traffic flow, traffic numbers | have compiled using a variety of data generated by ODOT,
seen for the Brent Spence Bridge, going back KYTC, and OKI. Counts collected during 2020 and 2021
to about the year 2000, every single one of were not considered to be reflective of the travel demand
them says that, hey, we're going to be around in the corridor due to factors related to the COVID
180,000. We're going to be around 200,000. pandemic. The traffic projections for the BSB Corridor
And | work in construction, so | might read Project utilize a pre-COVID base year of 2019. ODOT,
these numbers wrong, but from what I've seen, = KYTC, and OKI report traffic counts for the BSB on their
the actual numbers today are much lower than = websites; however, the average annual daily traffic
that. Like missing the mark by nearly 80,000, reported by each agency are developed using different
maybe 90,000. Again, I'm not a science guy, methods and count sources based on each agency’s
but I would like to ask if anyone from ODOT, standard practices and procedures. In addition, the daily
KYTC could get back to me on what the actual | volume on the BSB varies substantially by the day of the
traffic numbers are, not what the projections week. Based on a review of the published average annual
are. Because every projection I've seen has daily traffic volumes and continuous count data provided
been brutally wrong. And it seems like a self- by OKI, the base year 2019 traffic volume on the BSB
fulfilling prophecy for traffic engineers to make was determined to be approximately 160,000 vehicles per
an excuse for their own jobs. day.

KYTC and ODOT developed design-level no-build and
build certified traffic for the years 2029 and 2049, which
reflected the anticipated opening day and design years for
the entire BSB Corridor Project based on the most current
project development. The certified traffic projections were
based on existing 2019 traffic counts in the BSB corridor,
the Ohio Traffic Forecasting Manual, and the OKI regional
BRENT SPENCE /WVT\ Public Hearing
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travel demand model of record. The 2029 and 2049
certified traffic projections were used to prepare an
Interchange Modification Study Addendum, and the
methodology for developing the certified traffic projections
is detailed in Appendix E of that report.

Traffic projections prepared during the preparation of the
2012 Environmental Assessment estimated that 197,000
vehicles per day would travel across the existing BSB by
the year 2035 under the no-build scenario. The current
certified traffic projections estimate a slightly lower volume
of 183,000 vehicles per day by the year 2049, also under
the no-build scenario. This decrease is due to lower
existing traffic volumes in the corridor and lower expected
rates of population and employment growth in the OKI

region.
B-68-7 02/20/2024 - And again, the induced demand, When developing the traffic projections, OKI’s regional Funding (1.2.1)
the congestion pricing. Thank you very much. travel demand model was used to assign routes used by Traffic (3.8
Thank you for coming. travelers based on detailed information for individuals, raffic (3.8)

households, number of lanes, projected trips, and
calculated travel times. Projected traffic increases
between 2019 and 2049 are due to several factors,
including population and employment growth incorporated
into OKI'’s regional travel demand model. Traffic
projections prepared for Refined Alternative |

(Concept I-W) also show that adding lanes will increase
traffic volumes in the BSB corridor. Some of that increase
is due to travelers shifting trips they were already making
from other congested routes. In addition, some travelers
will make new trips they would not have made without the
highway improvements (induced trips).

The Interchange Modification Study Addendum concluded
that Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will provide
acceptable traffic operations for all projected trips in the
project area (including induced trips) through the year
2049, with a few minor exceptions during peak travel
periods.
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The Kentucky General Assembly passed legislation in
April 2015 that prohibited the authorization of tolls for any
project involving the interstate highway system that
connects the Commonwealth of Kentucky with the State
of Ohio. The BSB Corridor Project does not include
congestion pricing because it is a form of tolling and is
therefore prohibited in Kentucky.

B-69 Seifert, B-69-1 02/20/2024 - | am a resident of Cincinnati as

Haley well as a student at the University of Cincinnati.

The word safety has been thrown around here
today, but whose safety are you actually
concerned about?

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will improve vehicular
safety by including measures to reduce congestion-
related crashes. In addition, the collector-distributor
roadway system will improve safety by separating through
and local traffic and keeping them separate for longer
distances, thus reducing weaving movements that
increase the risk of crashes. The removal of left-hand
exits and other design deficiencies such as substandard
shoulders are also expected to improve safety and reduce
crashes by further reducing weaving movements and by
providing a larger buffer for vehicles. In addition, two
existing one-way bridges on Ezzard Charles Drive over
I-75 will be replaced with one combined two-way bridge to
reduce the high number of wrong-way crashes occurring
at this location. The Interchange Modification Study
Addendum (December 2023) documents a detailed safety
analysis that was conducted for the BSB Corridor Project
using FHWA's Interactive Highway Safety Design Model.

In support of the KYTC Complete Streets, Roads, and
Highways Policy, the ODOT Multimodal Design Guide,
and the Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana Regional Council of
Governments (OKI) Regional Complete Streets Policy,
Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will promote safety for
bicyclists and pedestrians. The frontage roads and ramp
connections with local streets are being designed as
lower-speed urban roadways, which will encourage
drivers to decelerate to safe speeds prior to reaching
bicycle and pedestrian crossings. Furthermore, the buffer
distance between automobile traffic and sidewalks and
shared-use paths will be increased, improving bicyclist
and pedestrian safety and comfort. Finally, lighting will be

Traffic (3.8)

Refined
Alternative |
(Concept I-W)
and Purpose
and Need (3.9)
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installed in underpass areas to improve safety and
security for pedestrians and bicyclists.

B-69-2 02/20/2024 - Because there is no way to say Air quality evaluations of Refined Alternative | Air Quality (4.6)
you are concerned about safety when in my (Concept I-W) considered particulate matter that is
hands are statistics about current air pollution 2.5 micrometers or less in diameter (PM2.5), carbon
being produced by the traffic in the corridor monoxide, and ozone. The project area is in attainment
today. That air pollution is between 150,000 to with National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for
160,000 per vehicle and are only expected to PM2.5 and carbon monoxide, and the project is in
increase. conformance with the NAAQS for ozone.

KYTC and ODOT conducted a quantitative emissions
analysis of nine mobile source air toxics (MSAT)
compounds for the 2020 existing, 2050 no-build, and
2050 build scenarios and documented the results in a
Quantitative MSAT Analysis Report (August 2023). The
emissions for all analyzed MSAT pollutants are projected
to decrease when the 2050 no-build and 2050 build
scenarios are compared to the 2020 existing scenario.
Eight MSAT pollutant emissions are projected to be less
when the 2050 build scenario is compared to the 2050 no-
build scenario. Polycyclic organic matter is anticipated to
be 0.5 percent greater when the 2050 build scenario is
compared to the 2050 no-build. Since the future scenarios
are anticipated to have a substantial decrease in
emissions when compared to the 2020 existing scenario,
the minor difference between the 2050 build and 2050 no-
build scenarios is not considered to be significant, and
Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is not anticipated to
have an appreciable impact on MSAT emissions.

To further evaluate air quality considerations, KYTC and
ODOT completed an emissions burdens analysis that
modeled the levels of volatile organic compounds,
nitrogen oxides, and PM2.5 for 2020 existing, 2050 no-
build, and 2050 build scenarios. The analyses concluded
that emissions of the analyzed pollutants would be
substantially reduced for both the 2050 no-build and 2050
build scenarios when compared to the 2020 existing
scenario. These reductions are primarily due to the
implementation of the latest federal emissions standards
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coupled with fleet turnover. When the 2050 build scenario
is compared to the 2050 no-build scenario, vehicle
emissions throughout the study area are expected to be
less or approximately the same, with slightly greater levels
of PM2.5 in Kenton County. Since the future scenarios
are anticipated to have a substantial decrease in
emissions when compared to the 2020 existing scenario,
the minor difference for PM2.5 in Kenton County between
the 2050 build and 2050 no-build scenarios is not
considered to be significant. Given the above, Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) is not anticipated to further
degrade, and may improve, overall air quality in the
project area.

Temporary construction-related air quality impacts are
expected due to increased dust and mobile source
emissions from construction equipment and increased
emissions from increased traffic congestion during
construction. Environmental commitments have been
incorporated into the project to minimize and mitigate
temporary construction impacts. Temporary air quality
effects will be minimized by following federal, state, and
local regulations regarding dust and emission controls. In
addition, KYTC and ODOT will develop and implement a
dust control plan and an ambient air quality monitoring
program for sensitive areas in the corridor, including
areas utilized by children and other sensitive land uses
such as schools, parks and recreation areas, and

hospitals.
B-69-3 02/20/2024 - as well as the harm that will Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) meets the project Purpose and

happen not only to our community members, purpose and need, which is to improve traffic flow and Need (2.)

but to our houseless population being level of service; improve safety; correct geometric Neiahborhood

displaced even more. deficiencies; and maintain connections to key regional 9 :
and national transportation corridors. In addition, KYTC ‘én?] Cqmmumty
and ODOT have worked to incorporate several ( 401 Z?'On
enhancements to further benefit surrounding o
communities. As a result, Refined Alternative | Environmental
(Concept I-W) is anticipated to have a net benefit to Justice (4.1.7)
community cohesion due to the incorporation of aesthetic
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enhancements, multimodal facilities, noise reduction
measures, and drainage improvements.

Unhoused individuals are sometimes present in public
spaces in and near the project area, including areas
under bridges in the transportation right-of-way.
Unhoused individuals who may be present in the project
area are transient in nature, and the number of individuals
varies at any given time. There are several organizations
within the region that provide support to unhoused
persons. Within ¥2-mile of the project area, the David and
Rebecca Barron Center for Men provides beds, meals,
and support services for men who are unhoused. A
Winter Shelter providing shelter to unhoused single men
and women operates at the same location between
December and February. Neither these facilities nor the
support services they provide for unhoused individuals will
be impacted by Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W). If
unhoused individuals are impacted by construction, KYTC
and ODOT will coordinate with local agencies to notify
such individuals through existing state and local

processes.
B-69-4 02/20/2024 - | ask that there be a second 3™ Consistent with Title 23 of the Code of Federal Introduction (1.)
party evaluation done to inspect the impacts Regulations (CFR) sections 771.109 and 771.119, FHWA,
done by this bridge. Thank you. KYTC and ODOT are responsible for managing the

environmental review process and the preparation of the
appropriate review documents, and FHWA is responsible
for issuing the final decision for an action. The
supplemental Environmental Assessment (EA) has been
prepared consistent with 23 CFR 8§ 771.129 and 771.130
and assesses updated regulatory requirements, changed
site conditions, design refinements to the previously
selected alternative, impact changes (mostly reductions),
further environmental commitments (enhancements and
mitigation), and additional National Environmental Policy
Act reevaluation and coordination efforts that have
occurred since the 2012 EA and Finding of No Significant
Impact (FONSI). The supplemental EA is intended to
provide an analysis of potential impacts of refined project
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activities that were not expressly included in the approved
2012 EA/ FONSI. All of the environmental studies
prepared for the 2012 EA have been reexamined and
updated to meet current state and federal requirements.

Reference!

B-69-5

02/20/2024 - Thank you guys again for being
here. | did have one question for you. In the
environmental justice portion of this. In the
survey done with the community, who exactly
did you interview for these surveys? Because
this 95% of people who are white that have
answered the demographics, are they actual
homeowners or are they landlords to people in
these areas? Because if that is the case, then

you are not listening to residential people at all.

You are completely ignoring the residential
people in the downtown Cincinnati area as well
as the West End. Please, please, | beg of you
to go in and talk to these people. | doubt these
people would be okay with you completely
destroying their homes just so you can have
more infrastructure and getting semi-trucks
through the downtown Cincinnati area. Thank
you.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will remove four
residences. Two of these residences are tenant occupied,
and none is located in downtown Cincinnati or the West
End neighborhood.

Opportunities for environmental justice (EJ) communities
to offer feedback about the project occurred during
targeted EJ/neighborhood outreach meetings in late 2022
and open-house project update meetings in August 2023.
Advertisements about public involvement activities were
distributed to both property owners and tenants. Between
November 15, 2022 and December 20, 2022, KYTC and
ODOT hosted 16 targeted neighborhood outreach
meetings (12 small-scale meetings in individual
neighborhoods and 4 broad-scale meetings). A total of
418 people signed in at the meetings, excluding the
project team.

Comments were accepted on a website dedicated to the
targeted neighborhood outreach between

November 15, 2022 and January 5, 2023. The website
was viewed 2,559 times, with 218 individuals choosing to
engage by submitting comments or responding to polling
questions. While demographic questionnaires were
available at all in-person neighborhood meetings, and
polling questions on the Publicinput website sought
demographic data of participants, providing demographic
data was optional. Of the over 600 individuals who
actively participated in the targeted EJ/neighborhood
outreach activities, less than 20 percent chose to provide
demographic data.

All meetings were attended by residents of the targeted

neighborhoods. Community members generally supported

the refinements, mitigation, and enhancements
incorporated into Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W),

Relocations
(4.1.5)

Environmental
Justice (4.1.7)

Public Hearing
(5.5)

Ongoing Public
& Stakeholder
Involvement
(5.6)
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including the reduction of the project footprint, the
incorporation of additional noise/visual screening barriers,
measures to reduce flooding and combined sewer
overflows, new and improved multimodal facilities,
additional developable land, and aesthetic features.
During the EJ outreach comment period, community
members offered additional feedback and suggestions.
Every comment was evaluated by the project team, and
individual responses were prepared and published on the
project website. Furthermore, the project team
incorporated several refinements into Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W) in direct response to the comments
received. Unanticipated additional impacts on EJ
populations were not identified during the EJ outreach.

Minority and low-income individuals were provided the
opportunity to review the supplemental EA, attend in-
person and virtual public hearings, and provide comments
to KYTC and ODOT during the 30-day public availability
period. To make sure that all populations were aware of
these opportunities, postcards advertising the availability
of the supplemental EA and the public hearings were
delivered to nearly 50,000 mailboxes in the EJ study area.

Public involvement will continue to occur during the
design and construction of the project. Furthermore,
KYTC and ODOT will continue coordinating with the
Project Advisory Committee and local agencies and
stakeholders, who will continue to act as liaisons to the
communities immediately affected by the project.

B-70 Curtiss, B-70-1 02/20/2024 - | live along the I-71 corridor in
Elizabeth Cincinnati and I'm pretty appalled at the lack of

mass transit and other options that are
convenient to get people downtown and across
the river. So, my question is, in terms of the
number of lanes on the new bridge, how much
of that is considered to be brought from 71 as
opposed to 75, and can there be more?

The new companion bridge included in Refined Project
Alternative | (Concept I-W) will have five lanes on each Description
deck. Each deck will consist of three lanes for I-75 traffic (1.2)

and two lanes for I-71 traffic.
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‘ Comment

02/20/2024 - | don't think you could do much to
mitigate the traffic on 75. It's a major north
south for many more states than our own. But

Response Reference?!

The Kentucky General Assembly passed legislation in
April 2015 that prohibited the authorization of tolls for any
project involving the interstate highway system that

Funding (1.2.1)

Purpose and

BRIDGE CORRIDOR 7‘\‘ Public Comments and Responses

71, 1 think, really is a prime target for connects the Commonwealth of Kentucky with the State Need (2.)
congestion pricing, rail alternative, even just of Ohio. The Brent Spence Bridge (BSB) Corridor Project = Travel Patterns
more buses or any of those things to get traffic does not include congestion pricing because it is a form of = and Access
off of 71. And that could perhaps help a little bit | tolling and is therefore prohibited in Kentucky. (4.1.4)
\;V:IEZH:E S;Z: a?/fetmh(eanrleixvtlﬁ]gddgswz;r:gvsﬁ.rtalnIy the In 2004, the Ohio-lndiana-K_entucky Reg_ional Coun_cil of
Governments and the Miami Valley Regional Planning
A few weeks ago, | went to a meeting up in Commission (MVRPC) completed a major planning study
over the Rhine about streetcar expansion known as the North South Transportation Initiative
options. And people were saying, well, what (Initiative) that considered highway improvements in
about Kentucky? What about Kentucky? And addition to transit improvements such as express bus,
the response was, well, Kentucky doesn't want = commuter rail, and others. The Initiative concluded that
to be involved in streetcars. And that may or transit improvements alone would not address capacity
may not be true, but | certainly would want to issues on I-71/1-75. Therefore, neither expanded transit
know more about that because a lot of the routes nor passenger rail would meet the project purpose
traffic across the bridge over the course of my and need, and they are not considered to be reasonable
life has been these very short little jaunts that alternatives for the BSB Corridor Project.
)tl)guaﬁgr??j :r\]/'terk;t%vsvovrcheyg?lz;(;%tgitiﬁ dri?lllg CC;(|)SE The_ BSB Corrio!or Project hqs_not incorporated passenger
option like a streetcar connection, although I'm ra|I.|ntc? the design because it is not supported by the
not saying it has to be a streetcar connection, perJec]Es purposgi _ano:] need_, and there are no currt_alnt
but I don't know why that kind of individual |foa!”||.s. or neV\ll rail in the regloni New passenger rai
automobile alternative is not more fully acllities wou d ne_ed to be eval l.‘ated as part of a separate
explored. I ook me forever to geta TaNK bus - [ToRt T8 008 CRRE ot e o
coming through, and it was rush hour, KYTC and ODOT are ready to support this when it is
advanced at a regional level.
The Southwest Ohio Regional Transit Authority (SORTA)
and the Transit Authority of Northern Kentucky (TANK)
have been involved in the development of the project and
encouraged to provide feedback as members of the
Project Advisory Committee. TANK also accepted an
invitation to be a participating agency during the
preparation of the supplemental Environmental
Assessment. Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is
compatible with local transit services, does not preclude
BRENT SPENCE /WVT\ Public Hearing
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future transit plans and will not result in permanent or
detrimental effects on transit access.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is expected to provide
an overall public benefit for transit in the area by reducing
congestion and improving reliability for bus routes that
use the existing BSB for 210 trips every weekday. In
addition, new and improved sidewalks, shared-use paths,
and bicycle lanes will enhance connections to existing bus

BRIDGE CORRIDOR 7‘\‘ Public Comments and Responses

stops.
B-71 Weyand- B-71-1 02/20/2024 - I'm a resident at [REDACTED] Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) meets the project Purpose and
Geise, Nate John Street, which is in West Covington, a purpose and need, which is to improve traffic flow and Need (2.)

neighborhood really close to the Brent Spence level of service; improve safety; correct geometric Additional
project. I'm an urban planner, and I've come to | deficiencies; and maintain connections to key regional Refinements
research a lot of the history of highway design, and national transportation corridors. (3.3)
a“?gor?n\éef%;O&?:rgr%?eisoﬂg\:mg]?ﬁ;ts that !(YTC and QDOT have worked to avoid and minimize Neighborhooo_l
historical impacts of highway designs, the gn%actscdur_lgg t:;e Qe\/telgpgwen; zfltthe E;_rentl Spence and Community
impacts that we have come to understand are ridge Lorrdor Froject. Refine Ierrf1.a lve h Cohesion (4.1.2)
white flight, urban disinvestment, pollution from (Concept I-W) ]ncc’)rporates several re mem_entst at
the last round of highway expansions. As we rgduce the project's overall fqotpnnt, r.educm_g ;houlder
double down on this infrastructure, are we widths t9 match updated design crlterlg, deS|g_r}|ng to
going to come to expect the same things to appropriate speeds to reduge. the required radii of_
happen? We'll be replicating the same curvature, constructing retaining walls, and reducing the
infrastructure, which is going to cause the width of the companion bridge.
problem. Highways cause the problem that In addition, KYTC and ODOT have worked to incorporate
we're now dealing with, and we're trying to several enhancements to further benefit surrounding
solve it with another highway. communities. As a result, Refined Alternative |

(Concept I-W) is anticipated to have a net benefit to

community cohesion due to the incorporation of aesthetic

enhancements, multimodal facilities, noise reduction

measures, and drainage improvements.

B-71-2 02/20/2024 - Highways across the country have Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will build new and/or Travel Patterns
shown how we divide places as much as these reconstruct existing sidewalks, shared-use paths, and and Access
projects connect the suburbs, they've divided bicycle lanes on local streets that are parallel to or cross (4.1.4)
neighborhoods like my own from the most I-71/1-75. These improvements will increase the options
walkable part of Covington, which is Mainstrasse. = available to pedestrians and bicyclists, which will enhance
I love having a friend down there, walking down, community connectivity along and across the I-71/I-75
BRENT SPENCE /WWWT\ Public Hearing
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grabbing a slice of pizza, being in traffic inside
Goodfellas, talking to neighbors, seeing people
come up. | want to be in that type of traffic: people
traffic, not car traffic. Use this money to build
infrastructure that reconnects our neighborhoods.
Living just on the other side of the highway, | see
the threshold every day as | cross it. | love that
there's a Lexus dealership. Would love to buy a
Lexus one day, but | don't think that's benefiting
me and many of the people who live in West
Covington. Mainstrasse is a walkable place. Let's
replicate that awesome place across the rest of
our region, not by doubling down on the
infrastructure that moves people out of them, but
building more that brings them back to our cities.

Response Reference?!

corridor and may improve access to transit, employment,
healthcare, cultural, recreational, and commercial
destinations. At Pike Street and West 12™ Street/MLK Jr.
Boulevard, the project will improve connections to the
Lewisburg neighborhood, which was left isolated from
greater Covington by the original interstate construction.
In Ohio, the bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure will
improve connectivity in and between the Cincinnati
Central Business District (CBD) Riverfront, Queensgate,
and West End neighborhoods. New bicycle lanes and
shared-use paths incorporated into Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W) will support future planned improvements
of regional pedestrian and bicycle networks.

BRIDGE CORRIDOR 7‘\‘ Public Comments and Responses

B-72 Nicaise, B-72-1 02/20/2024 - I'm an urban planner and Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will acquire 2.84 acres = Goebel Park
Nolan environmental scientist and resident in of permanent right-of-way, including 360 feet of walking Complex
Covington. | disagree that the taking of the land | trails, two basketball courts, and associated resources (4.13.3)
in Goebel Park is in fact de minimis. Covington | from the Goebel Park Complex. Interstate widening will
will lose valuable parkland and yield a net loss also place the highway lanes closer to the park, which will
of public space. Additionally, the loss of a result in proximity impacts to an outdoor pool. Impacts will
public pool is detrimental to the community and | be mitigated through the provision of replacement land;
childhood development. The state reconstruction of the walking trail within the complex; and
compensation of $1.3 million is inadequate to a financial commitment from KYTC for the development of
replace a public pool. Anyone would know that. = a new Goebel Park Complex Master Plan ($100,000),
This is why, as an elected commissioner of the = replacement and enhancement of the basketball courts or
city of Covington, | was not in favor of other outdoor recreation facilities within the park
accepting this plan as de minimis. ($94,500), and a relocated outdoor pool and associated
facilities or other comparable aquatic facility serving the
same purpose within the park ($1,337,000). Noise/visual
screening barriers are also proposed to provide enhanced
sound reduction in the complex. In addition, the
separation of interstate runoff from the combined sewer
system will reduce flooding and combined sewer
overflows in the complex.
The funding provided for the Master Plan, relocation of
the basketball courts, and relocated outdoor pools were
BRENT SPENCE /WWWT\ Public Hearing
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based on cost estimates to complete the work and were
developed in conjunction with the City of Covington.

The proposed mitigation measures for the Goebel Park
Complex are compensatory to the impact to the property.
The replacement property will be compatible with and will
not diminish the outdoor recreation areas in the complex.
The replacement property is higher in elevation than the
portions of the complex that will be acquired by the project
and not prone to flooding. In addition, the replacement
land is flatter and closer to other prominent park features.
Based on these characteristics, the replacement land has
greater potential for future enhancements to outdoor
recreational activities and amenities within the Goebel
Park Complex, which will be established in the new
Master Plan that will be funded by the proposed mitigation
measures for the complex.

The operation of the basketball courts will be maintained
throughout construction, outdoor recreation will remain
the primary function of the site, and it will remain free and
open to the public. The project will not necessitate the
closure of the pool, although decisions about pool
operations are made by the City of Covington.

There is no prudent alternative that avoids the use of the
Goebel Park Complex, and Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W) includes all possible planning to minimize
harm to the property. The resulting impacts, with the
identified mitigation measures, will not adversely affect
the activities, features, and attributes that qualify the
Goebel Park Complex for protection under Section 4(f).

FHWA intends to make a determination of de minimis
impacts to the Goebel Park Complex. In accordance with
Title 23 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) section
774.5(b)(2), the public is being provided 30 days to
comment on the impacts to the complex, and any
comments received will be forwarded to the City of
Covington for its review and consideration. Following the
opportunity for public review and comment, FHWA will
obtain written concurrence from the City of Covington that
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the project will not adversely affect the activities, features,
or attributes that qualify the Goebel Park Complex for
protection under Section 4(f). FHWA will make the final de
minimis impact determination based on the outcome of
the public comment process and written concurrence from
the City of Covington.

B-72-2 02/20/2024 - Furthermore, | ask the state to The analysis documented in the supplemental Funding (1.2.1)
reject the supplemental environmental Environmental Assessment (EA) has not identified any
assessment and require a full EIS. As this draft = significant effects resulting from Refined Alternative |
does not consider a no-build alternative that (Concept I-W). As described in 40 CFR § 1508.9, one
includes congestion pricing. | urge you to purpose of environmental assessments is to provide
reassess the alternatives to include this more sufficient evidence and analysis for determining whether
environmentally friendly and just alternative to to prepare an environmental impact statement or a finding
lane expansion. of no significant impact. FHWA will make the final National

Environmental Policy Act determination based on the
information and analyses presented in the supplemental
EA and the outcome of the comments received during the
public availability period for the supplemental EA.

The Kentucky General Assembly passed legislation in
April 2015 that prohibited the authorization of tolls for any
project involving the interstate highway system that
connects the Commonwealth of Kentucky with the State
of Ohio. The Brent Spence Bridge (BSB) Corridor Project
does not include congestion pricing because it is a form of
tolling and is therefore prohibited in Kentucky.

B-72-3 02/20/2024 - Thirdly, concerning the bats and Trees and shrubs on the west side of I-75 between West N/A

stormwater and noise. I'm an environmental
scientist. | noticed that loads of trees and
shrubs were removed on the west side of 75
between fifth and twelfth in the last several
months in Covington. Why remove them years
before they're needed to be removed? Trees
and shrubs support wildlife, mitigate
stormwater pollution and abate sound. Keep
them until the last moment necessary.

5™ Street and West 9" Street in Covington were removed
as part of a pilot transparent noise wall project being
constructed by KYTC. The pilot transparent noise wall
project is being completed independent of the BSB
Corridor Project.
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B-72-4 02/20/2024 - Fourthly, why are the bike and The one-way 6™ Street, 7" Street, and 9™ Street overpass = Travel Patterns
walk paths on the overpasses in Cincinnati only = bridges will have two-way shared-use paths on each and Access
rendered as being on one side of the street? | bridge. The presence of free-flow highway ramps on the (4.1.4)
recognize that these are one-way streets, but other sides of these bridges would present safety
they should be on both sides. You want me to concerns for pedestrians and bicyclists. Striped crossings
have to bike way out of the way to cross a will be provided in intersection areas. A sidewalk will only
bunch of lanes to get to one side of the street be included on the south side of Freeman Avenue with a
that has a sidewalk? You are building a new pedestrian bridge to provide safe crossing over
pedestrian and bicycle wall. This is not safe Winchell Avenue. The reconstructed Ezzard Charles Drive
and is not a best practice for environmental bridge will include a sidewalk on the south side, and a
sustainability and public health/fitness. Thank shared-use path on the north side. The proposed shared-
you. use paths and sidewalks on Cincinnati overpass bridges
will connect to existing pedestrian and bicycle
infrastructure and are expected to improve pedestrian and
bicycle connectivity in the project area.
B-73 Garcia, Julie | B-73-1 02/20/2024 - I'm from northern Kentucky Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) meets the project Purpose and

originally, and now I live in Cincinnati and I'm
just a local citizen. I'm also a huge Cincinnati
Northern Kentucky booster. | think we live in an
awesome area and | just want to see it get
nicer. And I've recently been learning a lot
about the history of I-75 and I-71 and what they
were built. And I've looked at pictures of what

purpose and need, which is to improve traffic flow and
level of service; improve safety; correct geometric
deficiencies; and maintain connections to key regional
and national transportation corridors.

In addition, ODOT has worked with the City of Cincinnati
to incorporate several refinements to provide additional
community benefits. These include reducing the project

Need (2.)

Additional
Refinements
(3.3)

Future Design
Refinements

Cincinnati looked like in 1940, and I'd f - fiquring th in the d (3.7
encourage everyone else to do this if you ootprint; reconfiguring the ramps in the downtown area to .
haven't. What it looked like in 1940 compared open up about 10 acres of additional land for potential Neighborhood
to what it looks like today. And it was fu_tur_e red_evelopment or public use by _the City of and Community
awesome. You look at it and it looks kind of like Cincinnati; prowdmg new and rebuilt sidewalks, shared- Cohesion
New York City. It is dense. It is walkable. It's use paths, and/or bike lanes on chal street_s that are _ (4.1.2)
got beautiful old homes and duplexes and parallel to or cross I-71/I-75; arjd incorporating aesthetic
triplexes, and it was just this beautiful city. treatments throughout the corridor.

. . Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) represents the base
:Qp()jr:ar;g\:\/eas(s),sv\\;\(lahggr:]\/;igﬁggtzgtsinIy the des_ign for_the B_re_nt Spence Bridge _(BSB) _Corridor
areas that the expressway came through, that Project. It is anncpated that the_deS|gn-bU|Id team for the
was not the only place that we destroyed those _Phase Il progressive des_lgn-bu_lld contract will o!evelop
houses right in the path. We also ended up innovation concepts (design reflnements) that WI|! be
making all the areas around the expressway a eva_luated by KYTC and ODOT. Innovations that improve
desert where nobody wants to be. And if you project quallty_, reduce costs, sh_orten schedule, support

the design-build contract objectives, and have support at
- Public Hearing
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look at the aerial surveillance now, you will see
it as parking lots, and it is warehouses, and it's
not a place where people want to live and
enjoy.

And we've made, in focusing so much on
letting people get down to Cincinnati and away
from Cincinnati quickly or pass straight through
it as a truck, we ended up making Cincinnati a
place that's not very nice to live in, a lot of
those places near the expressway, and | worry
when | look at this project that we're making a
lot of those same mistakes. So, | would just
encourage you. | get it. This bridge is getting
built, and | get it. But | would just encourage
you to do whatever you can to reduce the
footprint and the impact on the people of
Cincinnati so that we don't make some of those
same mistakes and we make this affect
Cincinnati as least as possible. Thank you.

Response Reference?!

the local level may be incorporated into the project. Some
of the design-build contract objectives that will be
considered during the evaluation of innovation concepts
include: minimizing physical intrusion and impact;
maximizing public investment by minimizing the project
footprint; minimizing the footprint of the interstate system
to maximize potential developable space; improving
neighborhood connectivity across the interstate; and
building the project with a context sensitive design that fits
within the community.

BRIDGE CORRIDOR 7‘\‘ Public Comments and Responses

B-73-2 02/20/2024 - | just want to really quickly KYTC and ODOT developed design-level no-build and Traffic (3.8)
respond to that because | used to have similar build certified traffic for the years 2029 and 2049, which
feelings because I'm an environmentalist, but reflected the anticipated opening day and design years for
we don't have too many people in America. the entire BSB Corridor Project based on the most current
America is not full. If you compare it to Europe, @ project development. The certified traffic projections were
we’re a country filled with wide open space. We | based on existing 2019 traffic counts in the BSB corridor,
have plenty of room to invite more people. We the Ohio Traffic Forecasting Manual, and the Ohio-
want people to come to Cincinnati. It helps our Kentucky-Indiana Regional Council of Governments (OKI)
economy. We want people to move here and regional travel demand model of record. The 2029 and
buy our stuff and pay money into our economy. | 2049 certified traffic projections were used to prepare an
What we do have too many of is cars. They're Interchange Modification Study Addendum (December
not an efficient way to get around. So, the 2023), and the methodology for developing the certified
reason we have traffic is we have too many traffic projections is detailed in Appendix E of that report.
;glrjsjuljs(t)scaAr?'?E(laeespstr)]lj)iYéisngség?; ?;r?g: ?”p])gmt, When developing the traffic projection_s, OKI’s regional
traffic just keeps filling them. travel demand model was u_sed to assign routes used by

travelers based on detailed information for individuals,
And now you have 16 lanes full of horrible households, number of lanes, projected trips, and
traffic and you destroy even more land. So, it's | calculated travel times. Projected traffic increases
not a problem with people. | used to think this, between 2019 and 2049 are due to several factors,
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but really a great book you can read is called 1
billion Americans by Matthew Yglesias. | highly
recommend it to everyone. And the point here
is just that at some point, | don't know if you
guys are the right people to talk to generally
about this, but | do just get a little depressed
when | see a lot of projects about just
expanding roads everywhere. And | grew up in
Burlington, Kentucky, and | don't know if
anybody's been out there recently. Kentucky,
18 used to be one lane each way, and now it's
like an expressway through a small town. And
it's so depressing. When | go out there, I'm like,
this is horrible.

It's just like, such an unpleasant place to be.
And so, just as a general proposition, | would
just submit to you that at some point, we can't
just keep expanding the roads. It's so horrible.
It's so ugly, it induces more traffic.

Response Reference?!

including population and employment growth incorporated
into OKI’s regional travel demand model. Traffic
projections prepared for Refined Alternative |

(Concept I-W) also show that adding lanes will increase
traffic volumes in the BSB corridor. Some of that increase
is due to travelers shifting trips they were already making
from other congested routes. In addition, some travelers
will make new trips they would not have made without the
highway improvements (induced trips). The Interchange
Modification Study Addendum concluded that Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) will provide acceptable traffic
operations for all projected trips in the project area
(including induced trips) through the year 2049, with a few
minor exceptions during peak travel periods.

B-73-3

02/20/2024 - | know we're American and we're

In 2004, OKI and the Miami Valley Regional Planning Purpose and

BRIDGE CORRIDOR 7‘\‘ Public Comments and Responses

not Europeans. | totally get it. But at some Commission (MVRPC) completed a major planning study = Need (2.)
point, we do have to think about trains and known as the North South Transportation Initiative Travel Patterns
making this a place where people want to bike, | (Initiative) that considered highway improvements in dA
where people want to walk, because not only is = addition to transit improvements such as express bus, ‘Tl 4ccess
it more pleasant, it's just, like, more efficient. commuter rail, and others. The Initiative concluded that (4.1.4)
And we're going to have less traffic if you make | transit improvements alone would not address capacity
it easier for people to get around in ways other | issues on I-71/1-75. Therefore, passenger rail would not
than cars. meet the project purpose and need and is not considered
to be a reasonable alternative for the BSB Corridor
Project.
The project has not incorporated passenger rail into the
design because it is not supported by the project's
purpose and need, and there are no current plans for new
rail in the region. New passenger rail facilities would need
to be evaluated as part of a separate project. The transit
component included in the Initiative must be developed
and championed regionally, and KYTC and ODOT are
BRENT SPENCE /WVT\ Public Hearing
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ready to support this when it is advanced at a regional
level.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will build new and/or
reconstruct existing sidewalks, shared-use paths, and
bicycle lanes on local streets that are parallel to or cross
I-71/1-75. The new and improved pedestrian and bicycle
infrastructure will improve access in and between the
Westside, Mainstrasse, Lewisburg, Botany Hills, and
Covington Central Business District (CBD) neighborhoods
in Kentucky and the Cincinnati CBD Riverfront,
Queensgate, and West End neighborhoods in Ohio. New
bicycle lanes and shared-use paths incorporated into
Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will also support future
planned improvements of regional pedestrian and bicycle

networks.
B-74 Duncan, B-74-1 02/20/2024 - I'm a local resident. We say we KYTC and ODOT developed design-level no-build and Traffic (3.8)
Heather want to improve the flow of traffic, but studies build certified traffic for the years 2029 and 2049, which
have shown that building more lanes often reflected the anticipated opening day and design years for
results in the increased demand, ultimately the entire Brent Spence Bridge (BSB) Corridor Project
leading to the same or even worse congestion based on the most current project development. The
levels. certified traffic projections were based on existing 2019

traffic counts in the BSB corridor, the Ohio Traffic
Forecasting Manual, and the Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana
Regional Council of Governments (OKI) regional travel
demand model of record. The 2029 and 2049 certified
traffic projections were used to prepare an |nterchange
Modification Study Addendum (December 2023), and the
methodology for developing the certified traffic projections
is detailed in Appendix E of that report.

When developing the traffic projections, OKI’s regional
travel demand model was used to assign routes used by
travelers based on detailed information for individuals,
households, number of lanes, projected trips, and
calculated travel times. Projected traffic increases
between 2019 and 2049 are due to several factors,
including population and employment growth incorporated
into OKI'’s regional travel demand model. Traffic
projections prepared for Refined Alternative |
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(Concept I-W) also show that adding lanes will increase
traffic volumes in the BSB corridor. Some of that increase
is due to travelers shifting trips they were already making
from other congested routes. In addition, some travelers
will make new trips they would not have made without the
highway improvements (induced trips). The Interchange
Modification Study Addendum concluded that Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) will provide acceptable traffic
operations for all projected trips in the project area
(including induced trips) through the year 2049, with a few
minor exceptions during peak travel periods.

B-74-2 02/20/2024 - That's one reason why | feel In 2004, OKI and the Miami Valley Regional Planning Purpose and
strongly that instead of focusing on expanding Commission (MVRPC) completed a major planning study = Need (2.)
the highway, we need to focus on other known as the North South Transportation Initiative Travel Patterns
solutions that address congestion more (Initiative) that considered highway improvements in dA
effectively, such as investing in public transitin | addition to transit improvements such as express bus, ET 1 4)(:cess

order to make that a more appealing and viable | commuter rail, and others. The Initiative concluded that

alternative. transit improvements alone would not address capacity
issues on I-71/1-75. Therefore, expanding transit routes
would not meet the project purpose and need and is not
considered to be a reasonable alternative for the BSB
Corridor Project. The BSB Corridor Project addresses the
highway component of the Initiative. The transit
component included in the Initiative must be developed
and championed regionally, and ODOT and KYTC are
ready to support this when it is advanced at a regional
level.

The Southwest Ohio Regional Transit Authority (SORTA)
and the Transit Authority of Northern Kentucky (TANK)
have been involved in the development of the project and
encouraged to provide feedback as members of the
Project Advisory Committee. TANK also accepted an
invitation to be a participating agency during the
preparation of the supplemental Environmental
Assessment. Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is
compatible with local transit services, does not preclude
future transit plans and will not result in permanent or
detrimental effects on transit access.
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Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is expected to provide
an overall public benefit for transit in the area by reducing
congestion and improving reliability for bus routes that
use the existing BSB for 210 trips every weekday. In
addition, new and improved sidewalks, shared-use paths,
and bicycle lanes will enhance connections to existing bus

stops.

B-74-3 02/20/2024 - At a time when other cities are Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will build new and/or Purpose and
focusing on deprioritizing highways to build reconstruct existing sidewalks, shared-use paths, and Need (2.)
more cohesive communities, this expansion will | bicycle lanes on local streets that are parallel to or cross Neiahborhood
further disconnect our neighborhoods and put I-71/1-75. The new and improved pedestrian and bicycle dgC it
into place the change that we would not be infrastructure will improve access in and between the Eén h ommunity
able to undo in our lifetimes. While adding Westside, Mainstrasse, Lewisburg, Botany Hills, and (401 e2§|on
green space on the side of or in between busy Covington Central Business District (CBD) neighborhoods o
streets is better than nothing, it does not make in Kentucky and the Cincinnati CBD Riverfront, Travel Patterns
a city feel walkable or inviting for either Queensgate, and West End neighborhoods in Ohio. New  and Access
residents or for visitors, whom we would love to | bicycle lanes and shared-use paths incorporated into (4.1.4)
attract more of. Cincinnati is for people, not for Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will also support future
cars. Our city is for its residents and visitors, planned improvements of regional pedestrian and bicycle
not for drivers and long haul truckers who are networks.

Jcl:;tti ozrzzptlr:] gttgrri%l:i?igévgs d';i?ﬁ atﬁ sfgﬁlés on Refined Alternative | (C;onpept _I-W) meets the project

community cohesion. Thank you. purpose and_ nged, which is to |.mprove traffic f|OW and
level of service; improve safety; correct geometric
deficiencies; and maintain connections to key regional
and national transportation corridors. In addition, KYTC
and ODOT have worked to incorporate several
enhancements to further benefit surrounding
communities. As a result, Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W) is anticipated to have a net benefit to
community cohesion due to the incorporation of aesthetic
enhancements, multimodal facilities, noise reduction
measures, and drainage improvements.

B-75 Schmidt, B-75-1 02/20/2023 - I'm 73, and | was there when we The comment was considered unclear, and no response, N/A
John had the initial session in Park Hills and came to | other than to document the comment as received, can be

the conclusion that we have to accommodate
the vehicles. | have more to say than | can

provided.
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possibly say. I'm very sorry, but that's what
happens when you get 73.

| grew up in Erlanger next to the ball field for
ten years. And then we moved to Fort Mitchell
for the rest of my young years. And then | went
to college in Williamstown, Massachusetts, and
then back to Cincinnati in three years of
medical school and then four years of electrical
and computer engineering. And so | was the
guy that brought Bill Gates to the podium and
at UC, and | introduced Bill Gates. That is now,
you know what he is. The point is that this
world as a whole is overpopulated by people.
By people. We have to stop producing new
people. That's all we can do.

Response

Reference!

B-75-2 02/20/2023 - But we have to accommodate the | Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) meets the project Purpose and
flow of traffic through this town so that we don't = purpose and need, which is to improve traffic flow and Need (2.)
have a bunch of trains going by. | mean, we level of service; improve safety; correct geometric
can't avoid that. We are in the middle. This is in | deficiencies; and maintain connections to key regional
the middle of this point. Begins in Florida and and national transportation corridors.
extends itself into Canada. That's one strip,
and it's the most dense strip in the United
States.
B-76 Robinson, B-76-1 02/20/2024 - | am opposed to this project. The The evaluation of greenhouse gases and climate change Greenhouse
Jody SEA fails to adequately address the prepared for the supplemental Environmental Assessment = Gases and

greenhouse gas emissions and climate
change. It fails to even mention the greenhouse
gas emissions from the construction, those
resulting from producing and transporting the
concrete, steel, asphalt and other materials to
the site, fueling the heavy equipment used to
demolish existing infrastructure and to
construct the billions of dollars of new
infrastructure, operating lighting for night
construction and the like.

(EA) followed the guidance issued by the Council on
Environmental Quality using methodologies discussed
and in consultation with the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (USEPA). The analysis was conducted at a
quantitatively high level using USEPA's MOtor Vehicle
Emission Simulator (MOVES). MOVES is USEPA's official
model for state implementation plans and transportation
conformity analyses and is listed by the U.S. Department
of Transportation as the most common approach for
modeling greenhouse gas emissions for transportation
projects.

Climate Change
4.7)

Construction
Impacts (4.11)
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Those emissions will be front loaded, occurring = KYTC and ODOT conducted an analysis that modeled the

during the first four to six years, and those quantity of greenhouse gas emissions expected to occur
emissions will remain in the atmosphere for as in Campbell, Kenton, and Hamilton counties for the 2020
long as a century and will continue to cause existing, 2050 no-build, and 2050 build scenarios. The

additional warming year after year, adding to greenhouse gas emissions analysis was conducted using
the resulting climate change impact. travel demand models for the project's approved certified

traffic. Greenhouse gas emissions are expected to
decrease by approximately 10 percent for both the 2050
no-build and 2050 build scenarios when compared to the
2020 existing scenario. These reductions are primarily
due to the implementation of the latest federal emissions
standards coupled with fleet turnover. Greenhouse gas
emissions are expected to be 0.7 percent greater when
the 2050 build condition is compared to the 2050 no-build
condition. This is primarily due to an increase in vehicle
miles of travel that will occur throughout the area
transportation network as a result of Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W). In addition, the 0.7 percent difference in
greenhouse gas emissions is less than the associated
1.7 percent difference in total vehicle miles of travel.
Therefore, greenhouse gas emissions resulting from
Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) are expected to have
minimal effects on climate change.

In addition, roadway construction can contribute to the
total greenhouse gas footprint of on-road transportation,
including emissions from extraction, transportation, and
production of roadway construction materials, and
emissions from fuel used onsite from construction
equipment and vehicles. Construction emissions can also
include greenhouse gas emissions from roadway
resurfacing and reconstruction, routine maintenance, and
traffic delay resulting from construction activity.

Temporary construction-related air quality impacts are
expected due to increased dust and mobile source
emissions from construction equipment and increased
emissions from increased traffic congestion during
construction. Environmental commitments have been
incorporated into the project to minimize and mitigate
temporary construction impacts. Temporary air quality
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effects will be minimized by following federal, state, and
local regulations regarding dust and emission controls. In
addition, KYTC and ODOT will develop and implement a
dust control plan and an ambient air quality monitoring
program for sensitive areas in the corridor, including
areas utilized by children and other sensitive land uses
such as schools, parks and recreation areas, and
hospitals.

Avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures
incorporated into the project’s environmental
commitments will help to address greenhouse gas
emissions during construction. These measures include
developing detailed traffic management, maintenance of
traffic, and incident management plans to minimize traffic
congestion; requiring ultra-low sulfur diesel fuel for all
diesel-powered construction equipment; prohibiting the
burning of any materials on the construction site;
minimizing idling time for diesel-powered equipment to the
greatest extent practicable; and using solar power for
digital signs to the greatest extent possible.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will separate highway
runoff from combined sewer systems and will address
surcharging in the Peaselburg neighborhood. These
measures will reduce combined sewer overflows and
flooding and thereby promote climate resilience in the
project area. In addition, KYTC and ODOT address issues
related to climate change on a statewide level through
their Transportation Asset Management Plans. The
design, construction, and maintenance of Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) will be in accordance with
each state’s Transportation Asset Management Plan.

B-76-2 02/20/2024 - With respect to greenhouse gas
emissions from use of the expanded highway
corridor, the SEA’s failure to adequately
account for the induced travel that will result
from the expanded highways renders its
estimates unreliably lower. The reductions over
time in the agency's projected emissions result

Traffic projections for the Brent Spence Bridge (BSB) Traffic (3.8)
Corridor Project were updated during the preparation of
the supplemental EA. The comment appears to potentially
reference traffic projections from prior studies.

Greenhouse
Gases and
Climate Change
The evaluation of greenhouse gas emissions and climate  (4.7)

change prepared for the supplemental EA followed the
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from factors entirely independent of this project,
federal fuel efficiency and exhaust emissions
standards, and gradual replacement of current
vehicles by newer vehicles and lower
emissions. However, they project dramatically
higher volumes of traffic in the future in this
corridor than currently exist, an increase in
traffic volumes is by as much as 50% by 2035
from volumes in 2017 to 2021, and admit that,
the preferred alternative will result in 1.7%
more traffic than the no-build. Traffic
projections used to justify the need for a new
ten lane bridge are unreliable and absurd.

Response Reference?!

guidance issued by the Council on Environmental Quality
using methodologies discussed and in consultation with
USEPA. The analysis was conducted at a quantitatively
high level using USEPA's MOVES and travel demand
models for the project's approved certified traffic.

Consistent with USEPA’s analysis methodology,
greenhouse gas emissions are expected to decrease by
approximately 10 percent for both the 2050 no-build and
2050 build scenarios when compared to the 2020 existing
scenario. These reductions are primarily due to the
implementation of the latest federal emissions standards
coupled with fleet turnover. Greenhouse gas emissions
are expected to be 0.7 percent greater when the 2050
build condition is compared to the 2050 no-build
condition. This is primarily due to a 1.7 percent increase
in total vehicle miles of travel that will occur throughout
the area transportation network as a result of Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W). The analysis concluded that
greenhouse gas emissions resulting from Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) are expected to have minimal
effects on climate change.

KYTC and ODOT developed design-level no-build and
build certified traffic for the years 2029 and 2049, which
reflected the anticipated opening day and design years for
the entire BSB Corridor Project based on the most current
project development. The certified traffic projections were
based on existing 2019 traffic counts in the BSB corridor,
the Ohio Traffic Forecasting Manual, and the Ohio-
Kentucky-Indiana Regional Council of Governments (OKI)
regional travel demand model of record. The 2029 and
2049 certified traffic projections were used to prepare an
Interchange Modification Study Addendum (December
2023), and the methodology for developing the certified
traffic projections is detailed in Appendix E of that report.

When developing the traffic projections, OKI’s regional
travel demand model was used to assign routes used by
travelers based on detailed information for individuals,
households, number of lanes, projected trips, and
calculated travel times. Projected traffic increases
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between 2019 and 2049 are due to several factors,
including population and employment growth incorporated
into OKI's regional travel demand model. Traffic
projections prepared for Refined Alternative |

(Concept I-W) also show that adding lanes will increase
traffic volumes in the BSB corridor. Some of that increase
is due to travelers shifting trips they were already making
from other congested routes. In addition, some travelers
will make new trips they would not have made without the
highway improvements (induced trips). The Interchange
Modification Study Addendum concluded that Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) will provide acceptable traffic
operations for all projected trips in the project area
(including induced trips) through the year 2049, with a few
minor exceptions during peak travel periods.

B-76-3 02/20/2024 - Moreover, the impacts of climate
change are not limited only to those living in the
immediate vicinity of the emission resources.
The climate change has been recognized by
both state and federal governments as
disproportionately impacting low-income and
minority communities.

KYTC and ODOT conducted an analysis that modeled the
quantity of greenhouse gas emissions expected to occur
in a three-county area (Campbell, Kenton, and Hamilton
counties) that extends beyond the communities in the
immediate vicinity of the project. The analysis concluded
that greenhouse gas emissions resulting from Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) are expected to have minimal
effects on climate change.

Based on the greenhouse gas emissions analysis
completed for the project, Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W) is expected to have minimal effects on
climate change in the study area and the region.

Environmental
Justice (4.1.7)

Greenhouse
Gases and
Climate Change
4.7)

B-77 Spencer, B-77-1 02/20/2024 - The urban planners, residents,
Jessica professors, and environmental scientists who
made public comments tonight has very
legitimate concerns and examples of similar
projects that brought increased vehicle traffic
and air pollution.

KYTC and ODOT developed design-level no-build and
build certified traffic for the years 2029 and 2049, which
reflected the anticipated opening day and design years for
the entire Brent Spence Bridge (BSB) Corridor Project
based on the most current project development. The
certified traffic projections were based on existing 2019
traffic counts in the BSB corridor, the Ohio Traffic
Forecasting Manual, and the Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana
Regional Council of Governments (OKI) regional travel
demand model of record. The 2029 and 2049 certified

Traffic (3.8)
Air Quality (4.6)
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traffic projections were used to prepare an Interchange
Modification Study Addendum (December 2023), and the
methodology for developing the certified traffic projections
is detailed in Appendix E of that report.

When developing the traffic projections, OKI's regional
travel demand model was used to assign routes used by
travelers based on detailed information for individuals,
households, number of lanes, projected trips, and
calculated travel times. Projected traffic increases
between 2019 and 2049 are due to several factors,
including population and employment growth incorporated
into OKI'’s regional travel demand model.

Traffic projections prepared for Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W) also show that adding lanes will increase
traffic volumes in the BSB corridor. Some of that increase
is due to travelers shifting trips they were already making
from other congested routes. In addition, some travelers
will make new trips they would not have made without the
highway improvements (induced trips). The Interchange
Modification Study Addendum concluded that Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) will provide acceptable traffic
operations for all projected trips in the project area
(including induced trips) through the year 2049, with a few
minor exceptions during peak travel periods.

Air quality studies prepared for Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W) utilized 2020 existing, 2050 no-build, and
2050 build traffic forecasts that were developed using the
same OKI travel demand model of record that was used
to develop the certified traffic projections that were used
for the traffic operational analyses for the project. The air
quality studies concluded that Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W) is not anticipated to further degrade, and
may improve, overall air quality in the project area.

B-77-2 02/20/2024 - Better alternatives would be a
combination of toll for use, routing traffic
around 275, planning for mass transit and more
mike/pedestrian lanes and preserving the

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) meets the project Funding (1.2.1)
purpose and need, which is to improve traffic flow and

level of service; improve safety; correct geometric Purpose and

Need (2.)
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existing natural infrastructure to help buffer
environmental and health impacts of the

highway.

deficiencies; and maintain connections to key regional Alternatives (3.)

and national transportation corridors.
P Travel Patterns

The Kentucky General Assembly passed legislation in and Access
April 2015 that prohibited the authorization of tolls for any = (4.1.4)
project involving the interstate highway system that

connects the Commonwealth of Kentucky with the State

of Ohio. The BSB Corridor Project does not include

congestion pricing because it is a form of tolling and is

therefore prohibited in Kentucky.

In 2005, KYTC and ODOT conducted a Feasibility and
Constructability Study of the Replacement/Rehabilitation
of the Brent Spence Bridge. Among other considerations,
the study evaluated the impacts and costs of prohibiting
all through trucks on the existing BSB. The study
concluded that the issue of diverting trucks from the
existing BSB has regional implications in terms of
increased traffic on a number of travel corridors, and such
prohibitions would increase costs to the users.

In 2007, and as part of a separate study, OKI, which is the
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for the area,
completed a Brent Spence Bridge Truck Ban Analysis. A
ban on through trucks on the northern Kentucky portion of
I-71/1-75 was found to have no substantial benefits. The
volumes of diverted traffic were relatively small compared
to the overall volume, and the impact on severe crashes
within the system was minor. Furthermore, operating
costs to the trucking industry would negatively impact the
region. The deployment of a truck ban would also present
difficulties in terms of enforcement. Therefore, diverting
traffic would not be effective and is not considered to be a
reasonable alternative for the BSB Corridor Project.

In 2004, OKI and the Miami Valley Regional Planning
Commission (MVRPC) completed a major planning study
known as the North South Transportation Initiative
(Initiative) that considered highway improvements in
addition to transit improvements such as express bus,
commuter rail, and others. The Initiative concluded that
transit improvements alone would not address capacity
issues on I-71/1-75. Therefore, expanded transit routes
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would not meet the project purpose and need and are not
considered to be a reasonable alternative for the BSB
Corridor Project.

The Southwest Ohio Regional Transit Authority (SORTA)
and the Transit Authority of Northern Kentucky (TANK)
have been involved in the development of the project and
encouraged to provide feedback as members of the
Project Advisory Committee. TANK also accepted an
invitation to be a participating agency during the
preparation of the supplemental Environmental
Assessment (EA). Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is
compatible with local transit services, does not preclude
future transit plans and will not result in permanent or
detrimental effects on transit access. Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W) is expected to provide an overall public
benefit for transit in the area by reducing congestion and
improving reliability for bus routes that use the existing
BSB for 210 trips every weekday.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will build new and/or
reconstruct existing sidewalks, shared-use paths, and
bicycle lanes on local streets that are parallel to or cross
I-71/1-75. These improvements will increase the options
available to pedestrians and bicyclists and will enhance
connections to existing bus stops.

KYTC and ODOT have worked to avoid and minimize
impacts during the development of the BSB Corridor
Project. Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) incorporates
mitigation measures to offset unavoidable impacts and
enhancement measures to provide additional benefits to
the surrounding communities.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) incorporates several
refinements that reduce the project’s overall footprint,
including optimizing interchange geometry by utilizing the
land formerly occupied by the dunnhumby USA
headquarters, reducing shoulder widths to match updated
design criteria, designing to appropriate speeds to reduce
the required radii of curvature, constructing retaining
walls, and reducing the width of the companion bridge.
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B-77-3 02/20/2024 - Please do a better job of actually
engaging BIPOC [Black, Indigenous, and
people of color] communities in a meaningful
way

The project has incorporated robust engagement of
environmental justice (EJ) populations, which include
minority and low-income individuals. Opportunities for EJ
communities to offer feedback about the project occurred
during 16 targeted EJ/neighborhood outreach meetings in
late 2022 and open-house project update meetings in
August 2023. All meetings were attended by residents of
the targeted neighborhoods. Community members
generally supported the refinements, mitigation, and
enhancements incorporated into Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W), including the reduction of the project
footprint, the incorporation of additional noise/visual
screening barriers, measures to reduce flooding and
combined sewer overflows, new and improved multimodal
facilities, additional developable land, and aesthetic
features. During the EJ outreach comment period,
community members offered additional feedback and
suggestions. Every comment was evaluated by the
project team, and individual responses were prepared and
published on the project website. Furthermore, the project
team incorporated several refinements into Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) in direct response to the
comments received. Unanticipated additional impacts on
EJ populations were not identified during the EJ outreach.

Minority and low-income individuals were provided the
opportunity to review the supplemental EA, attend in-
person and virtual public hearings, and provide comments
to KYTC and ODOT during the 30-day public availability
period. To make sure that all populations were aware of
these opportunities, postcards advertising the availability
of the supplemental EA and the public hearings were
delivered to nearly 50,000 mailboxes in the EJ study area.

Public involvement will continue to occur during the
design and construction of the project. Furthermore,
KYTC and ODOT will continue coordinating with the
Project Advisory Committee and local agencies and
stakeholders, who will continue to act as liaisons to the
communities immediately affected by the project.

Environmental
Justice (4.1.7)

Public Hearing
(5.5)

Ongoing Public
& Stakeholder
Involvement
(5.6)
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B-77-4 02/20/2024 - and do a full EIS. This project is The analysis documented in the supplemental EA has not = N/A
currently uninspiring and will not solve much. identified any significant effects resulting from Refined

Alternative | (Concept I-W). As described in Title 40 of the
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) section 1508.9, one
purpose of environmental assessments is to provide
sufficient evidence and analysis for determining whether
to prepare an environmental impact statement or a finding
of no significant impact. FHWA will make the final National
Environmental Policy Act determination based on the
information and analyses presented in the supplemental
EA and the outcome of the comments received during the
public availability period for the supplemental EA.

B-78 Shiff, Sophie = B-78-1 02/20/2024 - We have had the warmest year so = KYTC and ODOT conducted an analysis that modeled the = Greenhouse
far a record-we desperately need to cut our quantity of greenhouse gas emissions expected to occur Gases and
emissions & this bridge is one giant dollop of in Campbell, Kenton, and Hamilton counties for the 2020 Climate Change
climate denialism. This is not the path forward existing, 2050 no-build, and 2050 build scenarios. The 4.7)
to a just, equitable world. The timeline in which | greenhouse gas emissions analysis was conducted at a
this bridge gets built is the one in which we all quantitatively high level using the U.S. Environmental
die of climate collapse in 30 years. Protection Agency’s (USEPA'’s) MOtor Vehicle Emission

Simulator (MOVES) and travel demand models for the
project’s approved certified traffic.

Greenhouse gas emissions are expected to decrease by
approximately 10 percent for both the 2050 no-build and
2050 build scenarios when compared to the 2020 existing
scenario. These reductions are primarily due to the
implementation of the latest federal emissions standards
coupled with fleet turnover. Greenhouse gas emissions
are expected to be 0.7 percent greater when the 2050
build condition is compared to the 2050 no-build
condition. This is primarily due to an increase in vehicle
miles of travel that will occur throughout the area
transportation network as a result of Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W). In addition, the 0.7 percent difference in
greenhouse gas emissions is less than the associated
1.7 percent difference in total vehicle miles of travel.
Therefore, greenhouse gas emissions resulting from
Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) are expected to have
minimal effects on climate change.
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Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will separate highway
runoff from combined sewer systems and will address
surcharging in the Peaselburg neighborhood. These
measures will reduce combined sewer overflows and
flooding and thereby promote climate resilience in the
project area. In addition, KYTC and ODOT address issues
related to climate change on a statewide level through
their Transportation Asset Management Plans. The
design, construction, and maintenance of Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) will be in accordance with
each state’s Transportation Asset Management Plan.

B-78-2 02/20/2024 - In which the area directly Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will not permanently Disadvantaged
surrounding the bridge become unlivable & all impact operations or facilities that are utilized by children. =~ Communities
the children who grown up there develop Furthermore, the project is not expected to degrade, and (4.1.9)
asthma & cancer. In walks around my may improve, air quality in areas utilized by children. Children
neighborhood, with the bridge as is, we inhale Noise barriers and noise/visual screening barriers (4.1.10)
unhealthy amounts of brake dust. incorporated into the project’s environmental o

commitments will reduce noise levels in areas utilized by | Air Quality (4.6)
children. Finally, an outdoor ambient air quality monitoring
program and measures to reduce construction noise
incorporated into the project’s environmental
commitments will provide greater protections against
temporary air quality and noise impacts during
construction in and near areas utilized by children.
Therefore, Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is not
expected to result in permanent impacts on children;
temporary impacts that may be experienced by children
during construction will be minimized to the greatest
extent practicable.

KYTC and ODOT evaluated the effects of Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) on health burdens in
disadvantaged communities in a Socioeconomic
Technical Report (January 2024). The analysis concluded
that Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will not further
contribute to health burdens; rather, Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W) may result in potential better health
outcomes for those with asthma, diabetes, heart disease,
or low life expectancy due to improved access to
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healthcare destinations, improved options for active
transportation, and improved air quality due to improved
traffic flow and reduced vehicle idling.

Air quality evaluations of Refined Alternative |

(Concept I-W) considered particulate matter that is

2.5 micrometers or less in diameter (PM2.5), carbon
monoxide, and ozone. Brake dust is a component of
PM2.5. The project area is in attainment with National
Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for PM2.5 and
carbon monoxide, and the project is in conformance with
the NAAQS for ozone.

KYTC and ODOT conducted a quantitative emissions
analysis of nine mobile source air toxics (MSAT)
compounds for the 2020 existing, 2050 no-build, and
2050 build scenarios and documented the results in a
Quantitative MSAT Analysis Report (August 2023). The
emissions for all analyzed MSAT pollutants are projected
to decrease when the 2050 no-build and 2050 build
scenarios are compared to the 2020 existing scenario.
Eight MSAT pollutant emissions are projected to be less
when the 2050 build scenario is compared to the 2050 no-
build scenario. Polycyclic organic matter is anticipated to
be 0.5 percent greater when the 2050 build scenario is
compared to the 2050 no-build. Since the future scenarios
are anticipated to have a substantial decrease in
emissions when compared to the 2020 existing scenario,
the minor difference between the 2050 build and 2050 no-
build scenarios is not considered to be significant, and
Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is not anticipated to
have an appreciable impact on MSAT emissions.

To further evaluate air quality considerations, KYTC and
ODOT completed an emissions burdens analysis that
modeled the levels of volatile organic compounds,
nitrogen oxides, and PM2.5 for 2020 existing, 2050 no-
build, and 2050 build scenarios. The analyses concluded
that emissions of the analyzed pollutants would be
substantially reduced for both the 2050 no-build and 2050
build scenarios when compared to the 2020 existing
scenario. These reductions are primarily due to the
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implementation of the latest federal emissions standards
coupled with fleet turnover. When the 2050 build scenario
is compared to the 2050 no-build scenario, vehicle
emissions throughout the study area are expected to be
less or approximately the same, with slightly greater levels
of PM2.5 in Kenton County. Since the future scenarios
are anticipated to have a substantial decrease in
emissions when compared to the 2020 existing scenario,
the minor difference for PM2.5 in Kenton County between
the 2050 build and 2050 no-build scenarios is not
considered to be significant. Given the above, Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) is not anticipated to further
degrade, and may improve, overall air quality in the
project area.

Temporary construction-related air quality impacts are
expected due to increased dust and mobile source
emissions from construction equipment and increased
emissions from increased traffic congestion during
construction. Environmental commitments have been
incorporated into the project to minimize and mitigate
temporary construction impacts. Temporary air quality
effects will be minimized by following federal, state, and
local regulations regarding dust and emission controls. In
addition, KYTC and ODOT will develop and implement a
dust control plan and an ambient air quality monitoring
program for sensitive areas in the corridor, including
areas utilized by children and other sensitive land uses
such as schools, parks and recreation areas, and

hospitals.
B-78-3 02/20/2024 - WE NO NOT NEED THIS Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) meets the project Purpose and
BRIDGE. LEAVE OUR COMMUNITY ALONE. | | purpose and need, which is to improve traffic flow and Need (2.)
was infuriated when | first saw this plan! | live level of service; improve safety; correct geometric Traffic (3.8)
just a smidge over 1000ft from the freeway deficiencies; and maintain connections to key regional )
already & I'm sure | will feel the negative health | and national transportation corridors. Environmental

impacts of that within my lifetime. The Brent
Spence is a rarely, if ever backed up as is-
traffic almost always flows freely. We don’t
need a new bridge & the distance that we need

KYTC and ODOT developed design-level no-build and Justice (4.1.7)

build certified traffic for the years 2029 and 2049, which
reflected the anticipated opening day and design years for
the entire Brent Spence Bridge (BSB) Corridor Project
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one to support non-local traffic shows that you based on the most current project development. The
don’t actually care about what the impacts may | certified traffic projections were based on existing 2019

be to those who live near by — traffic counts in the BSB corridor, the Ohio Traffic
disproportionately minority communities — this Forecasting Manual, and the Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana
is all about creating profits for the region over Regional Council of Governments (OKI) regional travel

prioritizing the needs & wishes of who live here. | demand model of record. The 2029 and 2049 certified
traffic projections were used to prepare an Interchange
Modification Study Addendum (December 2023), and the
methodology for developing the certified traffic projections
is detailed in Appendix E of that report.

When developing the traffic projections, OKI's regional
travel demand model was used to assign routes used by
travelers based on detailed information for individuals,
households, number of lanes, projected trips, and
calculated travel times. Projected population and
employment growth are also incorporated into OKI's
regional travel demand model. The Interchange
Modification Study Addendum concluded that Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) will provide acceptable traffic
operations for all projected trips in the project area
through the year 2049, with a few minor exceptions during
peak travel periods.

An Environmental Justice Analysis Report (January 2024)
was prepared to assess the effects of Refined Alternative
I (Concept I-W) on low-income and minority
(environmental justice) populations. The environmental
justice (EJ) analysis was conducted in accordance with
the U.S. Department of Transportation Order 5610.2C
and FHWA Order 6640.23A, which define
disproportionately high and adverse effects. The EJ
analysis also followed FHWA'’s Guidance on
Environmental Justice and the National Environmental
Policy Act (December 16, 2011).

The analysis concluded that Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W) would result in the following effects on EJ
populations:
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- No adverse effects on community resources, access
and mobility, safety, air quality, stormwater, visual
setting, and workforce development;

- No adverse indirect and cumulative effects;

- No disproportionately high and adverse relocation,
noise, or temporary construction effects; and

- Net benefits due to mitigation and enhancements for
parks and Longworth Hall; improved access, mobility,
and safety for all modes of travel; reduced vehicle
emissions; reduced noise; reduced flooding and
combined sewer overflows; improved aesthetics; direct
and indirect workforce enhancements; and an
interpretive display in the West End neighborhood.

B-79 Dudevoire, B-79-1 02/21/2024 - Please sign me up for the
Alex newsletter

This individual was added to the project mailing list and
will receive future project updates.

Ongoing Public
& Stakeholder
Involvement
(5.6)

B-80 James, B-80-1
Theodore L.

02/21/2024 - Can we get more detailed
drawings? These don't provide enough

information to make an effective decision.

The primary features of Refined Alternative | Project
(Concept I-W), including locations of proposed roadways Description
and bridges, retaining walls, noise barriers, noise/visual (1.2)
screening barriers, sidewalks, shared-use paths, bike

lanes, wetlands, streams, historic properties and districts,
community resources, existing and proposed right-of-way,

proposed permanent and temporary easements, and

impacted structures are shown in the "Refined Alternative

I (Concept I-W) Exhibit" that is posted in the "Documents"

sidebar on the website for the supplemental

Environmental Assessment: www.Publiclnput.com/bsbc.

Several other exhibits and materials are also posted in

that location to provide additional project details. The

evaluation presented in the supplemental Environmental
Assessment is based on the preliminary design

information reflected in these materials. The design will

continue to be developed as the project progresses

through the detailed design phases.
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B-81 Freeman, B-81-1 02/21/2024 - | believe the importance of Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will change how Purpose and
John connecting Cincinnati to Queensgate using the | through (interstate) traffic and local traffic travel through Need (2.)
Bridge Forward plan is being understated. the corridor while maintaining most existing travel Alternatives (3.)
Connecting the downtown now will most likely connections and accommodating minor rerouting of traffic )
be the only opportunity that this city has to do where access points are modified. In Ohio, all existing Future Design
so in any of our lives. We can fix it now and local street connections across I-75 are maintained. New Refinements
give our city the potential for significant growth, = and improved pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure is also = (3.7)
or just hope we do not regret it later. provided on local streets that are parallel to or cross I-75.
Travel Patterns
Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) meets the project and Access
purpose and need, which is to improve traffic flow and (4.1.4)

level of service; improve safety; correct geometric

deficiencies; and maintain connections to key regional Public
and national transportation corridors. In addition, ODOT éoingents

has worked with the City of Cincinnati to incorporate
several enhancements to provide additional community
benefits. Features incorporated into Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W) address many of the priorities articulated
by Bridge Forward, including minimizing the footprint of
the highway; using the interstate primarily as an efficient
processor of regional, through traffic; providing a network
of safe, multimodal streets for local traffic; and using only
modern, progressive engineering practices.

Features incorporated into Refined Alternative |

(Concept I-W) include reconfiguring the river crossing to
use the existing Brent Spence Bridge (BSB) for local
traffic as part of the collector-distributor roadway system
and a new double-decker companion bridge to the west
for through (interstate) traffic. In addition, performance-
based design principles have been incorporated into the
design of Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W),
substantially reducing the project’s footprint and
associated impacts. Multimodal facilities have been
incorporated into Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W), and
KYTC and ODOT are continuing to coordinate the project
with the cities of Cincinnati and Covington to address
local concerns while further reducing the highway’s
footprint and impacts to the communities in the project
area. Finally, Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W)
reconfigures the ramps in downtown Cincinnati to open up
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approximately 10 acres of land for potential
redevelopment and/or public use directly adjacent to the
Cincinnati Central Business District.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) represents the base
design for the BSB Corridor Project. It is anticipated that
the design-build team for the Phase Ill progressive
design-build contract will develop innovation concepts
(design refinements) that will be evaluated by KYTC and
ODOT. Innovations that improve project quality, reduce
costs, shorten schedule, support the design-build contract
objectives, and have support at the local level may be
incorporated into the project.

As part of the public involvement conducted for the
project, ODOT and the City of Cincinnati have held
multiple working sessions with Bridge Forward to discuss
their ideas about the BSB Corridor Project. KYTC and
ODOT have prepared detailed responses to several
concepts submitted by Bridge Forward, which are
included in the Public Involvement Summary (January
2024). During the evaluation of innovation concepts,
KYTC and ODOT have committed to further evaluating
comments and concepts submitted by Bridge Forward,
including the latest concepts submitted for consideration.

B-82

Elliott, Kate

B-82-1

02/21/2024 - Greetings, | would like to voice my
opposition to the Brent Spence Corridor
Expansion. My husband and | have been
Cincinnati residents for more than ten years,
and work frequently brings both of us across
the river. This project is important to us. We are
raising two kids, and | am tired of passing the
onus of sustainability to the next generation.
The time is now to make sustainable choices.

The commenter’s opposition to the Brent Spence Bridge N/A
(BSB) Corridor Project has been included in the project
record.

B-82-2

02/21/2024 - Destroying 90 acres of forest?
How dare you,

Terrestrial
Habitat (4.2.3)

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will disturb or remove
90.00 acres of forested habitat. The definition for forested
habitat includes a wide range of trees and shrubs, some
as small as 3-inches in diameter, and it also includes
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dead trees that are still standing. A large portion of the
forested habitat impacted by Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W) is located within the existing right-of-way, is
near to the existing interstate, and is near or within highly
developed urban areas.

The removal of up to 90 acres of forested habitat will
result in the loss of potential foraging or maternity areas
for the Indiana bat, the northern long-eared bat, and the
tricolored bat. The removal of up to 4.38 acres of riparian
habitat will result in the loss of potential foraging areas for
the gray bat. Measures incorporated into the project to
minimize and mitigate impacts to threatened or
endangered bat species will also minimize and mitigate
impacts to terrestrial habitat. These include minimizing
tree removal and mitigating habitat loss in Kentucky
through a contribution to the Imperiled Bat Conservation
Fund. The Imperiled Bat Conservation Fund will offset
project-related impacts to terrestrial habitats by acquiring
and protecting forested habitat, providing habitat
management and improvement, and providing focused
research and monitoring efforts.

B-82-3 02/21/2024 - especially when studies
repeatedly show that expanding interstates
only increases congestion.

KYTC and ODOT developed design-level no-build and Traffic (3.8)
build certified traffic for the years 2029 and 2049, which
reflected the anticipated opening day and design years for
the entire BSB Corridor Project based on the most current
project development. The certified traffic projections were
based on existing 2019 traffic counts in the BSB corridor,
the Ohio Traffic Forecasting Manual, and the Ohio-
Kentucky-Indiana Regional Council of Governments (OKI)
regional travel demand model of record. The 2029 and
2049 certified traffic projections were used to prepare an
Interchange Modification Study Addendum (December
2023), and the methodology for developing the certified
traffic projections is detailed in Appendix E of that report.

When developing the traffic projections, OKI’s regional
travel demand model was used to assign routes used by
travelers based on detailed information for individuals,
households, number of lanes, projected trips, and
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calculated travel times. Projected traffic increases
between 2019 and 2049 are due to several factors,
including population and employment growth incorporated
into OKI’s regional travel demand model. Traffic
projections prepared for Refined Alternative |

(Concept I-W) also show that adding lanes will increase
traffic volumes in the BSB corridor. Some of that increase
is due to travelers shifting trips they were already making
from other congested routes. In addition, some travelers
will make new trips they would not have made without the
highway improvements (induced trips). The Interchange
Modification Study Addendum concluded that Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) will provide acceptable traffic
operations for all projected trips in the project area
(including induced trips) through the year 2049, with a few
minor exceptions during peak travel periods.

B-82-4 02/21/2024 - Our funds would be better used to = Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will build new and/or Purpose and
invest in better public transit and cycling reconstruct existing sidewalks, shared-use paths, and Need (2.)
infrastructure so that those who can avoid bicycle lanes on local streets that are parallel to or cross Travel Patterns
personal vehicle use are more inclined to do I-71/1-75. The new and improved pedestrian and bicycle
so, therefore reducing congestion in a infrastructure will improve access in and between the a;(i :\ccess
sustainable way. Westside, Mainstrasse, Lewisburg, Botany Hills, and (4.1.4)

Covington Central Business District (CBD) neighborhoods
in Kentucky and the Cincinnati CBD Riverfront,
Queensgate, and West End neighborhoods in Ohio. New
bicycle lanes and shared-use paths incorporated into
Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will also support future
planned improvements of regional pedestrian and bicycle
networks.

In 2004, OKI and the Miami Valley Regional Planning
Commission (MVRPC) completed a major planning study
known as the North South Transportation Initiative
(Initiative) that considered highway improvements in
addition to transit improvements such as express bus,
commuter rail, and others. The Initiative concluded that
transit improvements alone would not address capacity
issues on I-71/1-75. Therefore, expanding transit routes
would not meet the project purpose and need and is not
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considered to be a reasonable alternative for the BSB
Corridor Project. The BSB Corridor Project addresses the
highway component of the Initiative. The transit
component included in the Initiative must be developed
and championed regionally, and ODOT and KYTC are
ready to support this when it is advanced at a regional
level.

The Southwest Ohio Regional Transit Authority (SORTA)
and the Transit Authority of Northern Kentucky (TANK)
have been involved in the development of the project and
encouraged to provide feedback as members of the
Project Advisory Committee. TANK also accepted an
invitation to be a participating agency during the
preparation of the supplemental Environmental
Assessment. Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is
compatible with local transit services, does not preclude
future transit plans and will not result in permanent or
detrimental effects on transit access.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is expected to provide
an overall public benefit for transit in the area by reducing
congestion and improving reliability for bus routes that
use the existing BSB for 210 trips every weekday. In
addition, new and improved sidewalks, shared-use paths,
and bicycle lanes will enhance connections to existing bus
stops.

B-82-5 02/21/2024 - Climate change is real and
causing imminent harm due to catastrophic
flooding, landslides like we see on Rte 50, and
dangerous winds. It will only get worse if we
continue to enable our reliance on fossil fuels.
We must make hard choices that turn the tide
toward survival.

KYTC and ODOT conducted an analysis that modeled the = Greenhouse
quantity of greenhouse gas emissions expected to occur Gases and

in Campbell, Kenton, and Hamilton counties for the 2020 Climate Change
existing, 2050 no-build, and 2050 build scenarios. The 4.7)
greenhouse gas emissions analysis was conducted at a

quantitatively high level using the U.S. Environmental

Protection Agency’s (USEPA’s) MOtor Vehicle Emission

Simulator (MOVES) and travel demand models for the

project’s approved certified traffic.

Greenhouse gas emissions are expected to decrease by
approximately 10 percent for both the 2050 no-build and
2050 build scenarios when compared to the 2020 existing
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scenario. These reductions are primarily due to the
implementation of the latest federal emissions standards
coupled with fleet turnover. Greenhouse gas emissions
are expected to be 0.7 percent greater when the 2050
build condition is compared to the 2050 no-build
condition. This is primarily due to an increase in vehicle
miles of travel that will occur throughout the area
transportation network as a result of Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W). In addition, the 0.7 percent difference in
greenhouse gas emissions is less than the associated
1.7 percent difference in total vehicle miles of travel.
Therefore, greenhouse gas emissions resulting from
Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) are expected to have
minimal effects on climate change.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will separate highway
runoff from combined sewer systems and will address
surcharging in the Peaselburg neighborhood. These
measures will reduce combined sewer overflows and
flooding and thereby promote climate resilience in the
project area. In addition, KYTC and ODOT address issues
related to climate change on a statewide level through
their Transportation Asset Management Plans. The
design, construction, and maintenance of Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) will be in accordance with
each state’s Transportation Asset Management Plan.

BRIDGE CORRIDOR 7‘\‘ Public Comments and Responses

B-83 Temeles, B-83-1 02/21/2024 - Over and over, it has been shown | Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) meets the project Purpose and
Nick that highway expansions never work. Induced purpose and need, which is to improve traffic flow and Need (2.)
demand swallows any temporary level of service; improve safety; correct geometric Traffic (3.8
improvements and in the end we have the deficiencies; and maintain connections to key regional raffic (3.8)
same congestion we had before the expansion. | and national transportation corridors.
In fact, what does work is removing highways . .
which in some cases in other citiesgha?s cau)éed KYTC and ODOT developed design-level no-build and
property values in adjacent areas to triple or build certified trgﬁ!c for the years 2029 and 2049, which
qguadruple. Spending billions of taxpayer dollars reflecte_d the anticipated opening day and Qe5|gn years for
on a project that is, without question, going to the entire Brent Spence Brldge (BSB) Corridor Project
fail at its goal of reducing congestion is a based on the most current project development. The
manifest waste. The only thing this project can certified traffic projections were based on existing 2019
. . . . traffic counts in the BSB corridor, the Ohio Traffic
be viewed as is a handout to big construction Forecasting Manual, and the Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana
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companies; the oil and gas industry; and the
auto industry.

Response Reference?!

Regional Council of Governments (OKI) regional travel
demand model of record. The 2029 and 2049 certified
traffic projections were used to prepare an Interchange
Modification Study Addendum (December 2023), and the
methodology for developing the certified traffic projections
is detailed in Appendix E of that report.

When developing the traffic projections, OKI's regional
travel demand model was used to assign routes used by
travelers based on detailed information for individuals,
households, number of lanes, projected trips, and
calculated travel times. Projected traffic increases
between 2019 and 2049 are due to several factors,
including population and employment growth incorporated
into OKI’s regional travel demand model.

Traffic projections prepared for Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W) also show that adding lanes will increase
traffic volumes in the BSB corridor. Some of that increase
is due to travelers shifting trips they were already making
from other congested routes. In addition, some travelers
will make new trips they would not have made without the
highway improvements (induced trips). The Interchange
Modification Study Addendum concluded that Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) will provide acceptable traffic
operations for all projected trips in the project area
(including induced trips) through the year 2049, with a few
minor exceptions during peak travel periods.

BRIDGE CORRIDOR 7‘\‘ Public Comments and Responses

B-83-2 02/21/2024 - And it is simultaneously giving the | Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will build new and/or Travel Patterns
middle finger to anyone who wants to use reconstruct existing sidewalks, shared-use paths, and and Access
transit, a bike, or to walk as their main form of bicycle lanes on local streets that are parallel to or cross (4.1.4)
transportation. Also, it's a middle finger to the I-71/1-75. The new and improved pedestrian and bicycle
many people in our region who are forced to infrastructure will improve access in and between the
buy a car they cannot afford and cannot afford = Westside, Mainstrasse, Lewisburg, Botany Hills, and
to maintain because our region continues to Covington Central Business District (CBD) neighborhoods
chain us to our cars like $30,000 shackles. in Kentucky and the Cincinnati CBD Riverfront,
ODOT is a misnomer; Transportation implies Queensgate, and West End neighborhoods in Ohio. New
you do anything other than subsidize car bicycle lanes and shared-use paths incorporated into
ownership and its associated industries. ODOT | Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will also support future
should be renamed ODOC where the C stands
BRENT SPENCE /WVI\ Public Hearing
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for cars and it should come with a subtitle "a
subsidiary of the traffic industrial complex."
Unless we start making major investments in
transit and non-car infrastructure now (or really
10 years ago) we are doomed to be a car
dependent city for the next 50 years. But, I'm
not holding my breath for anyone to do the right
(read: smart) thing.

planned improvements of regional pedestrian and bicycle
networks.

The Southwest Ohio Regional Transit Authority (SORTA)
and the Transit Authority of Northern Kentucky (TANK)
have been involved in the development of the project and
encouraged to provide feedback as members of the
Project Advisory Committee. TANK also accepted an
invitation to be a participating agency during the
preparation of the supplemental Environmental
Assessment. Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is
compatible with local transit services, does not preclude
future transit plans and will not result in permanent or
detrimental effects on transit access.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is expected to provide
an overall public benefit for transit in the area by reducing
congestion and improving reliability for bus routes that
use the existing BSB for 210 trips every weekday. In
addition, new and improved sidewalks, shared-use paths,
and bicycle lanes will enhance connections to existing bus
stops.

B-84 Adam B-84-1 02/21/2024 - I'm just skeptical that it will fix
traffic or improve safety, especially
southbound. All the “thru traffic” which will
include most of the semi trucks will be in the
left lanes after crossing the bridge but then
immediately hit the 5% grade of the cut-in-the-
hill. Where do they go? Do they all try to cross
7 lanes of traffic to get to the right lanes
because they can’t get up the hill without
slowing down massively? That’'s dangerous
and will actually increase congestion not
alleviate it. Then even when you get to the top
of the hill all those lanes quickly funnel back
down to the 4 we have today before Buttermilk
exit so the congestion is really just being
pushed a couple miles south and the “safety”
being added with shoulders is being removed
with more lane switching and more slow

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) provides five lanes for
southbound interstate traffic across the new companion
bridge and six lanes for southbound interstate traffic in the
area known as the “cut-in-the-hill,” and the design will not
require trucks to execute extensive weaving maneuvers
when approaching the cut-in-the-hill. Traffic operational
analyses prepared for Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W)
include consideration of roadway grades and the percent
of trucks on various roadway sections. The traffic
operational analyses, which are documented in an
Interchange Modification Study Addendum (December
2023), concluded that Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W)
will provide acceptable traffic operations along the area
known as the “cut-in-the-hill” for all projected trips in the
project area through the year 2049.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will improve safety on
the roadways in the project area by including measures to

Purpose and
Need (2.)

Traffic (3.8)

Refined
Alternative |
(Concept I-W)
and Purpose
and Need (3.9)
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moving semi trucks in the fast lane causing
dangerous speed variances. In 10 years when
this is finished traffic is going to be as bad or
worse as it is today because of this lane setup
and the existing steep grade on the hill that

isn’t going anywhere.

reduce congestion-related crashes. In addition, the
collector-distributor roadway system will improve safety by
separating through and local traffic and keeping them
separate for longer distances, thus reducing weaving
movements that increase the risk of crashes. The removal
of left-hand exits and other design deficiencies such as
substandard shoulders are also expected to improve
safety and reduce crashes by further reducing weaving
movements and by providing a larger buffer for vehicles.
The Interchange Modification Study Addendum
documents a detailed safety analysis that was conducted
for the BSB Corridor Project using FHWA'’s Interactive
Highway Safety Design Model.

B-85 Regner, B-85-1 02/21/2024 - Half of downtown Cincinnati was
Matthew bulldozed to accommodate the interstate 60
years ago and all we got was a years of bad
traffic straight through downtown and giant
canton of concrete between down and the west
side of the city, make the through traffic go
around. This plan does not benefit Cincinnati.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) meets the project Purpose and
purpose and need, which is to improve traffic flow and Need (2.)
level of service; improve safety; correct geometric Additional
deficiencies; and maintain connections to key regional Refinements
and national transportation corridors. (3.3)

In addition, ODOT has worked with the City of Cincinnati Travel Patterns
to incorporate several refinements to benefit local

communities. These include reducing the project footprint; and Access
reconfiguring the ramps in the downtown area to open up (4.1.4)
about 10 acres of additional land for potential future Cumulative
redevelopment or public use by the City of Cincinnati; Effects (4.10.2)
building a wider bridge on Ezzard Charles Drive to

accommodate potential future retail development or civic

space by the City of Cincinnati; and incorporating

aesthetic treatments throughout the corridor; and

improving drainage throughout the corridor.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will build new and/or
reconstruct existing sidewalks, shared-use paths, and
bicycle lanes on local streets that are parallel to or cross
I-71/1-75. These improvements will increase the options
available to pedestrians and bicyclists, which will enhance
community connectivity along and across the 1-75 corridor
and may improve access to transit, employment,
healthcare, cultural, recreational, and commercial
destinations. In Ohio, the bicycle and pedestrian
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infrastructure will improve connectivity in and between the
Cincinnati Central Business District (CBD) Riverfront,
Queensgate, and West End neighborhoods. New bicycle
lanes and shared-use paths incorporated into Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) will support future planned
improvements of regional pedestrian and bicycle
networks.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) results in a minor
contribution to cumulative business displacements;
stormwater runoff; and loss of parkland, wetlands,
streams, and threatened and endangered species habitat.
Based on the evaluation of direct impacts contained in the
supplemental Environmental Assessment, Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) will improve community
cohesion, improve traffic flow and safety for all modes of
travel, provide additional economic opportunities, improve
air quality, abate noise, improve aesthetics, and reduce
flooding and storm sewer overflows, which will offset
negative cumulative effects resulting from Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W). Therefore, when considered
with other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable
projects, Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is expected
to result in a minor contribution to cumulative impacts.

In 2005, KYTC and ODOT conducted a Feasibility and
Constructability Study of the Replacement/Rehabilitation
of the Brent Spence Bridge. Among other considerations,
the study evaluated the impacts and costs of prohibiting
all through trucks on the existing Brent Spence Bridge
(BSB). The study concluded that the issue of diverting
trucks from the existing BSB has regional implications in
terms of increased traffic on a number of travel corridors,
and such prohibitions would increase costs to the users.

In 2007, and as part of a separate study, the Ohio-
Kentucky-Indiana Regional Council of Governments
(OKI), which is the Metropolitan Planning Organization
(MPO) for the area, completed a Brent Spence Bridge
Truck Ban Analysis. A ban on through trucks on the
northern Kentucky portion of I-71/1-75 was found to have
no substantial benefits. The volumes of diverted traffic
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were relatively small compared to the overall volume, and
the impact on severe crashes within the system was
minor. Furthermore, operating costs to the trucking
industry would negatively impact the region. The
deployment of a truck ban would also present difficulties
in terms of enforcement. Therefore, diverting traffic would
not be effective and is not considered to be a reasonable
alternative for the BSB Corridor Project.

B-86 Anonymous B-86-1 02/21/2024 - Widening the bridge would waste = KYTC and ODOT developed design-level no-build and Traffic (3.8)
billions of dollars to satisfy a fake rising build certified traffic for the years 2029 and 2049, which
demand when in reality, traffic has been stable | reflected the anticipated opening day and design years for
or declining. Study after study and experience the entire Brent Spence Bridge (BSB) Corridor Project

has shown that highway expansion never based on the most current project development. The
solves traffic; it usually instead induces more certified traffic projections were based on existing 2019
traffic and ends up with the same congestion traffic counts in the BSB corridor, the Ohio Traffic

as before while having wasting money. And no, = Forecasting Manual, and the Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana
this will not be the exception. Regional Council of Governments (OKI) regional travel

demand model of record. The 2029 and 2049 certified
traffic projections were used to prepare an Interchange
Modification Study Addendum (December 2023), and the
methodology for developing the certified traffic projections
is detailed in Appendix E of that report.

When developing the traffic projections, OKI's regional
travel demand model was used to assign routes used by
travelers based on detailed information for individuals,
households, number of lanes, projected trips, and
calculated travel times. Projected traffic increases
between 2019 and 2049 are due to several factors,
including population and employment growth incorporated
into OKI’s regional travel demand model. Traffic
projections prepared for Refined Alternative |

(Concept I-W) also show that adding lanes will increase
traffic volumes in the BSB corridor. Some of that increase
is due to travelers shifting trips they were already making
from other congested routes. In addition, some travelers
will make new trips they would not have made without the
highway improvements (induced trips). The Interchange
Modification Study Addendum concluded that Refined
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Alternative | (Concept I-W) will provide acceptable traffic
operations for all projected trips in the project area
(including induced trips) through the year 2049, with a few
minor exceptions during peak travel periods.

B-86-2 02/21/2024 - The only solution to traffic is Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will build new and/or Purpose and
viable alternatives to driving (public transit, reconstruct existing sidewalks, shared-use paths, and Need (2.)
cycling, walking, etc.) and more funding should | bicycle lanes on local streets that are parallel to or cross Travel Patterns
be devoted to those methods instead. I-71/1-75. The new and improved pedestrian and bicycle

infrastructure will improve access in and between the ?ﬂ ':‘)Ccess

Westside, Mainstrasse, Lewisburg, Botany Hills, and
Covington Central Business District (CBD) neighborhoods
in Kentucky and the Cincinnati CBD Riverfront,
Queensgate, and West End neighborhoods in Ohio. New
bicycle lanes and shared-use paths incorporated into
Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will also support future
planned improvements of regional pedestrian and bicycle
networks.

In 2004, OKI and the Miami Valley Regional Planning
Commission (MVRPC) completed a major planning study
known as the North South Transportation Initiative
(Initiative) that considered highway improvements in
addition to transit improvements such as express bus,
commuter rail, and others. The Initiative concluded that
transit improvements alone would not address capacity
issues on I-71/1-75. Therefore, expanding transit routes
would not meet the project purpose and need and is not
considered to be a reasonable alternative for the BSB
Corridor Project. The BSB Corridor Project addresses the
highway component of the Initiative. The transit
component included in the Initiative must be developed
and championed regionally, and ODOT and KYTC are
ready to support this when it is advanced at a regional
level.

The Southwest Ohio Regional Transit Authority (SORTA)
and the Transit Authority of Northern Kentucky (TANK)
have been involved in the development of the project and
encouraged to provide feedback as members of the
Project Advisory Committee. TANK also accepted an
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invitation to be a participating agency during the
preparation of the supplemental Environmental
Assessment. Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is
compatible with local transit services, does not preclude
future transit plans and will not result in permanent or
detrimental effects on transit access.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is expected to provide
an overall public benefit for transit in the area by reducing
congestion and improving reliability for bus routes that
use the existing BSB for 210 trips every weekday. In
addition, new and improved sidewalks, shared-use paths,
and bicycle lanes will enhance connections to existing bus
stops.

B-87

Michael

B-87-1

02/21/2024 - It requires a united civic
imagination to materialize a truly great vision
for a city, and | strongly believe that vision is
baked into the Bridge Forward Cincinnati
proposal for the BSB Corridor. There are once-
in-a-century opportunities to radically inject
economic and cultural vigor into a city, and a
good example is Boston's "Big Dig", which
helped turn downtown Boston and the North
End into thriving communities in the early
2000s. We need to have this same committed
imagination with Cincinnati: the chance to
actually grow downtown west into Queensgate,

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) meets the project
purpose and need, which is to improve traffic flow and
level of service; improve safety; correct geometric
deficiencies; and maintain connections to key regional
and national transportation corridors. In addition, ODOT Future Design
has worked with the City of Cincinnati to incorporate Refinements
several enhancements to provide additional community (3.7

benefits. Features incorporated into Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W) address many of the priorities articulated
by Bridge Forward, including minimizing the footprint of
the highway; using the interstate primarily as an efficient
processor of regional, through traffic; providing a network
of safe, multimodal streets for local traffic; and using only
modern, progressive engineering practices.

Purpose and
Need (2.)

Alternatives (3.)

Public
Comments
(5.1.1)

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) represents the base
design for the Brent Spence Bridge (BSB) Corridor
Project. It is anticipated that the design-build team for the
Phase Il progressive design-build contract will develop
innovation concepts (design refinements) that will be
evaluated by KYTC and ODOT. Innovations that improve
project quality, reduce costs, shorten schedule, support
the design-build contract objectives, and have support at
the local level may be incorporated into the project.
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Features incorporated into Refined Alternative |

(Concept I-W) include reconfiguring the river crossing to
use the existing BSB for local traffic as part of the
collector-distributor roadway system and a new double-
decker companion bridge to the west for through
(interstate) traffic. In addition, performance-based design
principles have been incorporated into the design of
Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W), substantially reducing
the project’s footprint and associated impacts. Multimodal
facilities have been incorporated into Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W), and KYTC and ODOT are continuing to
coordinate the project with the cities of Cincinnati and
Covington to address local concerns while further
reducing the highway’s footprint and impacts to the
communities in the project area. Finally, Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) reconfigures the ramps in
downtown Cincinnati to open up approximately 10 acres
of land for potential redevelopment and/or public use
directly adjacent to the Cincinnati Central Business
District.

As part of the public involvement conducted for the
project, ODOT and the City of Cincinnati have held
multiple working sessions with Bridge Forward to discuss
their ideas about the BSB Corridor Project. KYTC and
ODOT have prepared detailed responses to several
concepts submitted by Bridge Forward, which are
included in the Public Involvement Summary (January
2024). During the evaluation of innovation concepts,
KYTC and ODOT have committed to further evaluating
comments and concepts submitted by Bridge Forward,
including the latest concepts submitted for consideration.

B-87-2 02/21/2024 - reduce dependence on human- In 2004, the Ohio-Indiana-Kentucky Regional Council of Purpose and
killing auto emissions, and pursue public transit = Governments and the Miami Valley Regional Planning Need (2.)
like additional streetcar routes and light rail. Commission (MVRPC) completed a major planning study

Travel Patterns
and Access
(4.1.4)

known as the North South Transportation Initiative
(Initiative) that considered highway improvements in
addition to transit improvements such as express bus,
commuter rail, and others. The Initiative concluded that
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transit improvements alone would not address capacity
issues on I-71/1-75. Therefore, neither expanded transit
routes nor passenger rail would meet the project purpose
and need, and they are not considered to be reasonable
alternatives for the BSB Corridor Project.

The project has not incorporated passenger rail into the
design because it is not supported by the project's
purpose and need, and there are no current plans for new
rail in the region. New passenger rail facilities would need
to be evaluated as part of a separate project. The transit
component included in the Initiative must be developed
and championed regionally, and KYTC and ODOT are
ready to support this when it is advanced at a regional
level.

The Southwest Ohio Regional Transit Authority (SORTA)
and the Transit Authority of Northern Kentucky (TANK)
have been involved in the development of the project and
encouraged to provide feedback as members of the
Project Advisory Committee. TANK also accepted an
invitation to be a participating agency during the
preparation of the supplemental Environmental
Assessment. Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is
compatible with local transit services, does not preclude
future transit plans and will not result in permanent or
detrimental effects on transit access.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is expected to provide
an overall public benefit for transit in the area by reducing
congestion and improving reliability for bus routes that
use the existing BSB for 210 trips every weekday. In
addition, new and improved sidewalks, shared-use paths,
and bicycle lanes will enhance connections to existing bus
stops.

In consideration of feedback provided by the City of
Cincinnati Department of Transportation and Engineering,
ODOT will design and construct the non-deck
components for the new Ezzard Charles Drive bridge over
I-75 to not preclude potential future streetcar route

Public Hearing
(5.5)

Ongoing Public
& Stakeholder
Involvement
(5.6)
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expansion. The design modification will not change the
footprint or the environmental impacts of the project.

B-87-3 02/21/2024 - "More lanes" never works, as

countless studies show.

KYTC and ODOT developed design-level no-build and Traffic (3.8)
build certified traffic for the years 2029 and 2049, which
reflected the anticipated opening day and design years for
the entire BSB Corridor Project based on the most current
project development. The certified traffic projections were
based on existing 2019 traffic counts in the BSB corridor,
the Ohio Traffic Forecasting Manual, and the Ohio-
Kentucky-Indiana Regional Council of Governments (OKI)
regional travel demand model of record. The 2029 and
2049 certified traffic projections were used to prepare an
Interchange Modification Study Addendum (December
2023), and the methodology for developing the certified
traffic projections is detailed in Appendix E of that report.

When developing the traffic projections, OKI’s regional
travel demand model was used to assign routes used by
travelers based on detailed information for individuals,
households, number of lanes, projected trips, and
calculated travel times. Projected traffic increases
between 2019 and 2049 are due to several factors,
including population and employment growth incorporated
into OKI'’s regional travel demand model. Traffic
projections prepared for Refined Alternative |

(Concept I-W) also show that adding lanes will increase
traffic volumes in the BSB corridor. Some of that increase
is due to travelers shifting trips they were already making
from other congested routes. In addition, some travelers
will make new trips they would not have made without the
highway improvements (induced trips). The Interchange
Modification Study Addendum concluded that Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) will provide acceptable traffic
operations for all projected trips in the project area
(including induced trips) through the year 2049, with a few
minor exceptions during peak travel periods.
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BRIDGE CORRIDOR 7‘\‘ Public Comments and Responses

B-87-4 02/21/2024 - Let's transition from a reactionary = Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) meets the project Purpose and
mindset of "fixing traffic problems" and agree to | purpose and need, which is to improve traffic flow and Need (2.)
a solution that not only fixes problems, but level of service; improve safety; correct geometric Additional
launches Cincinnati into its 215 century golden  deficiencies; and maintain connections to key regional Refinements
age. Bridge Forward is the way. and national transportation corridors. (3.3)
In addition, ODOT has worked with the City of Cincinnati Future Desian
to incorporate several refinements to provide additional Refinementg
community benefits. These include reducing the project 3.7)
footprint; reconfiguring the ramps in the downtown area to '
open up about 10 acres of additional land for potential
future redevelopment or public use by the City of
Cincinnati; providing new and rebuilt sidewalks, shared-
use paths, and/or bike lanes on local streets that are
parallel to or cross I-71/1-75; and incorporating aesthetic
treatments throughout the corridor.
During the evaluation of innovation concepts, KYTC and
ODOT have committed to further evaluating comments
and concepts submitted by Bridge Forward, including the
latest concepts submitted for consideration.

B-88 S., Adam B-88-1 02/21/2024 - The following four bullet points Traffic operational analyses completed for the project Purpose and
have been identified as the purposes of this justify the purpose and need. Analysis of the no-build Need (2.)
project: « Improve traffic flow and level of condition concluded that the existing 1-71/I-75 corridor has No-Build
service (LOS); « Improve safety; « Correct reoccurring travel delays for northbound I-71/1-75 in the Alternative (3.1)
geometric deficiencies; and * Maintain morning peak period (rush hour), with traffic backups from )
connections to key regional and national the Brent Spence Bridge (BSB) often reaching the 1-275 Traffic (3.8)
transportation corridors | would encourage you | Interchange. The evening peak period has reoccurring
to eliminate point 1, and reconsider the no-build = traffic delays for southbound I-71/I-75 upstream of the
alternative. Let's make the bridge safe, work on | Brent Spence Bridge, with backups on I-75 in Ohio often
sound-dampening measures, and consider reaching the Western Hills Viaduct interchange. The
rerouting heavy truck traffic -- but let's take traffic analysis for the 2049 no-build condition indicates
massive expansion off the table. these traffic delays are compounded and impact the local

arterials, with queues forming at the ramp terminal
intersections. The traffic operational analyses for the
project are documented in the Interchange Modification
Study Addendum (December 2023).
A No-Build Alternative was evaluated for the BSB Corridor
Project. It consists of minor, short-term safety and
BRENT SPENCE /WVT\ Public Hearing
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maintenance improvements to the BSB and the BSB
corridor to maintain continuing operations within the
existing right-of-way. This includes the scheduled
maintenance work that was completed in conjunction with
the emergency bridge repair in 2020. The No-Build
Alternative does not meet the project purpose and need
because it would not improve traffic flow or safety, would
not correct existing geometric deficiencies, and would
result in serious impacts to the traveling public and the
region’s economy.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will improve safety on
the roadways in the project area by including measures to
reduce congestion-related crashes. In addition, the
collector-distributor roadway system will improve safety by
separating through and local traffic and keeping them
separate for longer distances, thus reducing weaving
movements that increase the risk of crashes. The removal
of left-hand exits and other design deficiencies such as
substandard shoulders are also expected to improve
safety and reduce crashes by further reducing weaving
movements and by providing a larger buffer for vehicles.
The Interchange Modification Study Addendum
documents a detailed safety analysis that was conducted
for the BSB Corridor Project using FHWA'’s Interactive
Highway Safety Design Model.

In 2005, KYTC and ODOT conducted a Feasibility and
Constructability Study of the Replacement/Rehabilitation
of the Brent Spence Bridge. Among other considerations,
the study evaluated the impacts and costs of prohibiting
all through trucks on the existing BSB. The study
concluded that the issue of diverting trucks from the
existing BSB has regional implications in terms of
increased traffic on a number of travel corridors, and such
prohibitions would increase costs to the users.

In 2007, and as part of a separate study, the Ohio-
Kentucky-Indiana Regional Council of Governments
(OKI), which is the Metropolitan Planning Organization
(MPOQ) for the area, completed a Brent Spence Bridge
Truck Ban Analysis. A ban on through trucks on the
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northern Kentucky portion of I-71/I-75 was found to have
no substantial benefits. The volumes of diverted traffic
were relatively small compared to the overall volume, and
the impact on severe crashes within the system was
minor. Furthermore, operating costs to the trucking
industry would negatively impact the region. The
deployment of a truck ban would also present difficulties
in terms of enforcement. Therefore, diverting truck traffic
would not be effective and is not considered to be a
reasonable alternative for the BSB Corridor Project.

B-89 Aukstuolis, B-89-1 02/21/2024 - I'm a resident of the City of KYTC and ODOT developed design-level no-build and Traffic (3.8)
Algis Cincinnati. So, | just want to thank you guys so | build certified traffic for the years 2029 and 2049, which
much for putting in all this work and taking. | reflected the anticipated opening day and design years for
really appreciate that there's going to be land the entire Brent Spence Bridge (BSB) Corridor Project
giving back to Cincinnati. There are still based on the most current project development. The
underlying concerns about adding lanes and certified traffic projections were based on existing 2019
having more car traffic in Cincinnati. traffic counts in the BSB corridor, the Ohio Traffic

Forecasting Manual, and the Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana
Regional Council of Governments (OKI) regional travel
demand model of record. The 2029 and 2049 certified
traffic projections were used to prepare an Interchange
Modification Study Addendum (December 2023), and the
methodology for developing the certified traffic projections
is detailed in Appendix E of that report.

When developing the traffic projections, OKI's regional
travel demand model was used to assign routes used by
travelers based on detailed information for individuals,
households, number of lanes, projected trips, and
calculated travel times. Projected traffic increases
between 2019 and 2049 are due to several factors,
including population and employment growth incorporated
into OKI’s regional travel demand model.

Traffic projections prepared for Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W) also show that adding lanes will increase
traffic volumes in the BSB corridor. Some of that increase
is due to travelers shifting trips they were already making
from other congested routes. In addition, some travelers
will make new trips they would not have made without the
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highway improvements (induced trips). The Interchange
Modification Study Addendum concluded that Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) will provide acceptable traffic
operations for all projected trips in the project area
(including induced trips) through the year 2049, with a few
minor exceptions during peak travel periods.

B-89-2 02/21/2024 - 02/21/2024 - It does affect air Air quality evaluations of Refined Alternative | Disadvantaged
quality. It is a problem in the city of Cincinnati (Concept I-W) considered particulate matter that is 2.5 Communities
that people do get asthma when there is a lot of = micrometers or less in diameter (PM2.5), carbon (4.1.9)

car traffic where people live. Now, you guys are = monoxide, and ozone. The project area is in attainment
solving a very difficult geometry problem, and | | with National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for
think your hands are tied behind your back. So, ' PM2.5 and carbon monoxide, and the project is in

for an example, we have maybe 80 people conformance with the NAAQS for ozone.

here. Now imagine if this meeting was a drive
through meeting. | don't think we could fit all
these people in this room.

Air Quality (4.6)

KYTC and ODOT conducted a quantitative emissions
analysis of nine mobile source air toxics (MSAT)
compounds for the 2020 existing, 2050 no-build, and
2050 build scenarios and documented the results in a
Quantitative MSAT Analysis Report (August 2023). The
emissions for all analyzed MSAT pollutants are projected
to decrease when the 2050 no-build and 2050 build
scenarios are compared to the 2020 existing scenario.
Eight MSAT pollutant emissions are projected to be less
when the 2050 build scenario is compared to the 2050 no-
build scenario. Polycyclic organic matter is anticipated to
be 0.5 percent greater when the 2050 build scenario is
compared to the 2050 no-build. Since the future scenarios
are anticipated to have a substantial decrease in
emissions when compared to the 2020 existing scenario,
the minor difference between the 2050 build and 2050 no-
build scenarios is not considered to be significant, and
Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is not anticipated to
have an appreciable impact on MSAT emissions.

To further evaluate air quality considerations, KYTC and
ODOT completed an emissions burdens analysis that
modeled the levels of volatile organic compounds,
nitrogen oxides, and PM2.5 for 2020 existing, 2050 no-
build, and 2050 build scenarios. The analyses concluded
that emissions of the analyzed pollutants would be
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substantially reduced for both the 2050 no-build and 2050
build scenarios when compared to the 2020 existing
scenario. These reductions are primarily due to the
implementation of the latest federal emissions standards
coupled with fleet turnover. When the 2050 build scenario
is compared to the 2050 no-build scenario, vehicle
emissions throughout the study area are expected to be
less or approximately the same, with slightly greater levels
of PM2.5 in Kenton County. Since the future scenarios
are anticipated to have a substantial decrease in
emissions when compared to the 2020 existing scenario,
the minor difference for PM2.5 in Kenton County between
the 2050 build and 2050 no-build scenarios is not
considered to be significant. Given the above, Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) is not anticipated to further
degrade, and may improve, overall air quality in the
project area.

Temporary construction-related air quality impacts are
expected due to increased dust and mobile source
emissions from construction equipment and increased
emissions from increased traffic congestion during
construction. Environmental commitments have been
incorporated into the project to minimize and mitigate
temporary construction impacts. Temporary air quality
effects will be minimized by following federal, state, and
local regulations regarding dust and emission controls. In
addition, KYTC and ODOT will develop and implement a
dust control plan and an ambient air quality monitoring
program for sensitive areas in the corridor, including
areas utilized by children and other sensitive land uses
such as schools, parks and recreation areas, and
hospitals.

KYTC and ODOT evaluated the effects of Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) on health burdens in
disadvantaged communities in a Socioeconomic
Technical Report (January 2024). The analysis concluded
that Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will not further
contribute to health burdens; rather, Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W) may result in potential better health
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outcomes for those with asthma, diabetes, heart disease,
or low life expectancy due to improved access to
healthcare destinations, improved options for active
transportation, and improved air quality due to improved
traffic flow and reduced vehicle idling.

B-89-3 02/21/2024 - And when we look at the future of
transporting people and not just transporting
cars, other parts of the world have etched away
and tried to solve that problem by diversifying
transportation options. | really appreciate you
guys thinking quite the glimpse, but we need to
also look in the future. | know it's very difficult
to imagine that Cincinnati can be a transport-
oriented city with good public transportation,
but I think if we can consider the project, how
will we leave the door open for the potential for
more public transportation to be more effective
with the space on the bridge, and then to
consider the health and safety of the people
who live and work right next to the
transportation corridor.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will build new and/or
reconstruct existing sidewalks, shared-use paths, and
bicycle lanes on local streets that are parallel to or cross
I-71/1-75. The new and improved pedestrian and bicycle
infrastructure will improve access in and between the
Westside, Mainstrasse, Lewisburg, Botany Hills, and
Covington Central Business District (CBD) neighborhoods
in Kentucky and the Cincinnati CBD Riverfront,
Queensgate, and West End neighborhoods in Ohio. New
bicycle lanes and shared-use paths incorporated into
Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will also support future
planned improvements of regional pedestrian and bicycle
networks.

The Southwest Ohio Regional Transit Authority (SORTA)
and the Transit Authority of Northern Kentucky (TANK)
have been involved in the development of the project and
encouraged to provide feedback as members of the
Project Advisory Committee. TANK also accepted an
invitation to be a participating agency during the
preparation of the supplemental Environmental
Assessment. Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is
compatible with local transit services, does not preclude
future transit plans and will not result in permanent or
detrimental effects on transit access.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is expected to provide
an overall public benefit for transit in the area by reducing
congestion and improving reliability for bus routes that
use the existing BSB for 210 trips every weekday. In
addition, new and improved sidewalks, shared-use paths,
and bicycle lanes will enhance connections to existing bus
stops.

Traffic (3.8)

Refined
Alternative |
(Concept I-W)
and Purpose
and Need (3.9)

Travel Patterns
and Access
(4.1.4)
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The Interchange Modification Study Addendum
documents a detailed safety analysis that was conducted
for the BSB Corridor Project using FHWA'’s Interactive
Highway Safety Design Model. The analysis concluded
that Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will reduce
crashes on the existing BSB, the I-71/I-75 mainline in
Kentucky, the I-75 mainline in Ohio, and locations of
notable changes incorporated into Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W).

In support of the KYTC Complete Streets, Roads, and
Highways Policy, the ODOT Multimodal Design Guide,
and the OKI Regional Complete Streets Policy, Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) will promote safety for
bicyclists and pedestrians. The ramp connections with
local streets are being designed as lower-speed urban
roadways, which will encourage drivers to decelerate to
safe speeds prior to reaching bicycle and pedestrian
crossings. Furthermore, the buffer distance between
automobile traffic and sidewalks and shared-use paths
will be increased, improving bicyclist and pedestrian
safety and comfort. Finally, lighting will be installed in
underpass areas to improve safety and security for
pedestrians and bicyclists.

An evaluation of the effects of Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W) on health burdens in disadvantaged
communities concluded that Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W) will not further contribute to health burdens
and may result in potential better health outcomes for
those with asthma, diabetes, heart disease, or low life
expectancy.

B-90 Messer, B-90-1 02/21/2024 - I'm an interested citizen and a

William resident. | want to talk about the bridge itself.
I'm an artist, and bridge design has been the
most interesting architectural area of design for
the last 30 years. There's been some amazing
bridges. We've enjoyed an iconic bridge in the
Roebling Bridge for almost 160 years here, and
it really establishes the identity of the city. And |

KYTC, ODOT, and the project Aesthetics Committee are Visual
coordinating the design of the new companion bridge to Resources (4.9)
ensure that it is an iconic, aesthetically pleasing structure.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) incorporates flexibility

in the bridge types to allow the progressive design-build

team to pursue innovative and cost-effective designs to

the greatest extent possible. The bridge types for Refined
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would like. | know it's already been decided
that it's a two pier bridge, and there are two
basic designs for that already limits what we
can do. That could be really amazing and
innovative, but | want to push for something
that is amazing and innovative that becomes a
bridge that everybody will recognize as the
Cincinnati bridge all over the country, if not
beyond.

Response Reference?!

Alternative | (Concept I-W) are broadly described as an
“arch bridge” and a “cable-stayed bridge.”

KYTC and ODOT will determine the final bridge type for
the new companion bridge based on a technical
evaluation performed by the design-build team. Once the
bridge type is determined, information regarding the
decision will be made available to the public, and the
project Aesthetics Committee will be engaged to provide
feedback on the aesthetic elements of the new
companion bridge and the existing Brent Spence Bridge
(BSB). KYTC and ODOT will also continue to engage the
project Aesthetics Committee for final confirmation of the
aesthetic treatments included in Phase IlI of the project.

B-90-2 02/21/2024 - Also, in line with what the In 2004, the Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana Regional Council of Purpose and
previous speaker said. | know that there's been | Governments (OKI) and the Miami Valley Regional Need (2.)
talk about light rail to the airport for a long time, = Planning Commission (MVRPC) completed a major
but as far as | know, from what | heard, that'sa | planning study known as the North South Transportation
separate group of people that are working on Initiative (Initiative) that considered highway
that. And the bridge planning has not taken that = improvements in addition to transit improvements such as
into account as a possible conduit for the light express bus, commuter rail, and others. The Initiative
rail. There's some possibility of hacking it on concluded that transit improvements alone would not
the side or something, but | wish that would be = address capacity issues on I-71/I-75. Therefore,
taken into consideration as well. passenger rail would not meet the project purpose and

need and is not considered to be a reasonable alternative
for the BSB Corridor Project.

The project has not incorporated passenger rail into the
design because it is not supported by the project's
purpose and need, and there are no current plans for new
rail in the region. New passenger rail facilities would need
to be evaluated as part of a separate project. The transit
component included in the Initiative must be developed
and championed regionally, and KYTC and ODOT are
ready to support this when it is advanced at a regional
level.

B-90-3 02/21/2024 - And there was something else. The commenter correctly states that the new companion Visual

Oh, yes. When you come through the cut-in-

bridge will be located west of the existing BSB. KYTC and = Resources (4.9)
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the-hill, you get this wonderful shot of
Cincinnati. When you come down the hill, it's
just there in your face, looking fantastic. When
you cross the bridge. Currently, you can look
east and see the city, but it looks to me like the
new bridge is going to be west of the old
bridge, and you won't get to see the city. You
won't get to see. | think you'll be looking
through the old bridge, and that was a little
upsetting to me. But these are aesthetic
comments, and thank you very much.

Response

ODOT evaluated the visual impacts of Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) in terms of the visibility of the
new bridge and its effects on the visual character of the
surrounding communities.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is expected to have
minor visual impacts due to changes in interstate width
and height, changes to the existing BSB, and construction
of the new companion bridge (although roadway widths
have been minimized by reducing the width of the
companion bridge). The required elevations for the top of
the new companion bridge are no less than 300 feet and
no more than 420 feet above the normal pool elevation of
the Ohio River. The minimum elevation was set to ensure
visibility of the new bridge due to its proximity to the
existing BSB, and the maximum elevation was set to
protect the visual character of nearby historic districts. In
addition, Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) incorporates
aesthetic enhancements that are anticipated to offset
minor visual impacts and improve the overall visual
character of the corridor.

Reference!

B-91

Schmidt,
John

B-91-1

02/21/2024 - Anybody ever heard of the
Cincinnati arch? We know that in the east and
the west, the tides are rolling in, and we're
having catastrophe in California and as well on
the eastern side. We are so grateful to be here
in Cincinnati. This is the Cincinnati arch, the
most permanent rock within the United States
of America. And we are on the corridor from
Florida to Michigan. And we have, | think, a

unique moment here in the construction that we

do that will give us all and the world more
options about Cincinnati. We can be sure that
the earth will never quiver under the rock of
Cincinnati. It's unique in all of the United
States. It gets attached farther up to Canada.
Of course, Canada is very solid, but we will
have an inrush of people that are finding better
living by coming in from the oceans.

The comment was considered unclear, and no response,
other than to document the comment as received, can be
provided.

N/A

BRENT SPENCE AVEIVD  public Hearing

BRIDGE CORRIDOR 7‘\‘ Public Comments and Responses

Page B-138



‘ \[o} ‘ Comment Response Reference?!

B-91-2 02/21/2024 - I'm following the discussion that | The comment was considered unclear, and no response, N/A
invited with regard to Cincinnati's unique other than to document the comment as received, can be
location. And it's very stable, and it's a pleasant = provided.
town, and it's a unique town because of the
hills that we enjoy, and the river that flows
through those hills. On both sides -- Kentucky,
and Ohio, and not to mention Indiana as well.

And so we have a unique threesome, you
might say, of sisters in the middle. That is all
sharing a very common rock of stability, which
we don't see in today's understanding of what's
going on in California, Florida, and the New
York, even, area. But New York, Of course, is a
very stable rock. But Cincinnati will be a relief
valve or will accept its role. So, scratch that. I'm
trying to get this right. People will come away
from the oceans. That's the bottom line. The
oceans are hot and getting worse. And
Cincinnati is a very moderate climate in the
middle of the United States. And, therefore, as
a community, we want to embrace people who
do want to come. And allow some efficiency
that this effort by the Ohio and the Kentucky --
what do we say? Bond? I'm -- kind of word --.

We have a bond. We have a two state bond
that is focused on allowing traffic to come
through benign -- as benign as possible.
Because in the future., It's going to get worse
and worse if we don't do something.

B-92 Wendel, B-92-1 02/21/2024 - 1 live in the city of Cincinnati. Just = The supplemental Environmental Assessment (EA) has Project
Richard a concerned citizen. So, | believe that the been prepared consistent with Title 23 of the Code of Description
environmental impacts of this project will be Federal Regulations (CFR) sections 771.129 and 771.130 (1.1)

overwhelmingly negative. The project will result = and assesses updated regulatory requirements, changed

in more cars, more trucks, more pollution, and site conditions, design refinements to the previously

more lifeless asphalt. But I'm a realist. | know selected alternative, impact changes (mostly reductions),

that this project is going to happen. We can sit | further environmental commitments (enhancements and
mitigation), and additional National Environmental Policy
Act reevaluation and coordination efforts that have

Traffic (3.8)
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here and complain about it all day, but it's occurred since the 2012 EA and Finding of No Significant

going to get built. There's political will behind it. = Impact (FONSI). The supplemental EA is intended to
provide an analysis of potential impacts of refined project
activities that were not expressly included in the approved
2012 EA/ FONSI. All of the environmental studies
prepared for the 2012 EA have been reexamined and
updated to meet current state and federal requirements.

The analysis documented in the supplemental EA has not
identified any significant effects resulting from Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W). Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W) incorporates mitigation measures to offset
unavoidable impacts and enhancement measures to
provide additional benefits to the surrounding
communities.

KYTC and ODOT developed design-level no-build and
build certified traffic for the years 2029 and 2049, which
reflected the anticipated opening day and design years for
the entire Brent Spence Bridge (BSB) Corridor Project
based on the most current project development. The
certified traffic projections were based on existing 2019
traffic counts in the BSB corridor, the Ohio Traffic
Forecasting Manual, and the Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana
Regional Council of Governments (OKI) regional travel
demand model of record. The 2029 and 2049 certified
traffic projections were used to prepare an Interchange
Modification Study Addendum (December 2023), and the
methodology for developing the certified traffic projections
is detailed in Appendix E of that report.

When developing the traffic projections, OKI’s regional
travel demand model was used to assign routes used by
travelers based on detailed information for individuals,
households, number of lanes, projected trips, and
calculated travel times. Projected traffic increases
between 2019 and 2049 are due to several factors,
including population and employment growth incorporated
into OKI'’s regional travel demand model. Traffic
projections prepared for Refined Alternative |

(Concept I-W) also show that adding lanes will increase
traffic volumes in the BSB corridor. Some of that increase
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is due to travelers shifting trips they were already making
from other congested routes. In addition, some travelers
will make new trips they would not have made without the
highway improvements (induced trips). The Interchange
Modification Study Addendum concluded that Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) will provide acceptable traffic
operations for all projected trips in the project area
(including induced trips) through the year 2049, with a few
minor exceptions during peak travel periods.

B-92-2 02/21/2024 - Even options like improved mass In 2004, OKI and the Miami Valley Regional Planning Purpose and
transit haven't been considered seriously, even = Commission (MVRPC) completed a major planning study = Need (2.)
though they can be built with existing known as the North South Transportation Initiative Travel Patterns
infrastructure. (Initiative) that considered highway improvements in dA

addition to transit improvements such as express bus, ET 1 4)(:cess

commuter rail, and others. The Initiative concluded that
transit improvements alone would not address capacity
issues on I-71/1-75. Therefore, expanding transit routes
would not meet the project purpose and need and is not
considered to be a reasonable alternative for the BSB
Corridor Project. The BSB Corridor Project addresses the
highway component of the Initiative. The transit
component included in the Initiative must be developed
and championed regionally, and ODOT and KYTC are
ready to support this when it is advanced at a regional
level.

The Southwest Ohio Regional Transit Authority (SORTA)
and the Transit Authority of Northern Kentucky (TANK)
have been involved in the development of the project and
encouraged to provide feedback as members of the
Project Advisory Committee. TANK also accepted an
invitation to be a participating agency during the
preparation of the supplemental EA. Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W) is compatible with local transit services,
does not preclude future transit plans and will not result in
permanent or detrimental effects on transit access.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is expected to provide
an overall public benefit for transit in the area by reducing
congestion and improving reliability for bus routes that
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use the existing BSB for 210 trips every weekday. In
addition, new and improved sidewalks, shared-use paths,
and bicycle lanes will enhance connections to existing bus
stops.

Reference!
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B-92-3 02/21/2024 - So, we're going to get this project, = Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will change how Purpose and
and this project is going to last, or the through (interstate) traffic and local traffic travel through Need (2.)
infrastructure built is going to last 75 years. So, | the corridor while maintaining most existing travel Additional
we better get it right. And | think that the connections and accommodating minor rerouting of traffic Refinements
proposed mitigations on the Cincinnati side are | where access points are modified. In Ohio, all existing (3.3)
not good enough. | want to get the most value local street connections across |-75 are maintained. New )
out of this project for the city. And | have a and improved pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure is also | Future Design
couple of requests. Ideally, we would shrink the = provided on local streets that are parallel to or cross I-75. Refinements
Iriggsutz??n?gr(tzl;wirllg? /r:e7x%’tz)hgiigﬁ19nr:§it.tll shrink Refined Alternative | (Qon_cept .I'W) meets the project 7
that as much as possible. | know the I-W {Jurplosfe and_ ne.e_d, which Isft(t) |.mprovettraff|c f|'(:)\_l\l and Travel Patterns
concept has listed ten acres. | know we can do ;Vf? 0 sgrv.lce,émprpve.sa ely, correc gelt() metric | and Access
better engineering problem that can be solved. eficiencies; and maintain connections to key regiona (4.1.4)

And | know you guys are really good at building and national transportation cqrn(.jors..ln gddltlon, OoDOT

highways. has Worke(_j with the City of_Cmcmn_a_ltl to incorporate
several refinements to provide additional community

In addition, we should extend the street grid benefits. These include reducing the project footprint;

from between 5™ Street and 9" Street, all those = reconfiguring the ramps in the downtown area to open up

blocks across the interchange, to better about 10 acres of additional land for potential future

connect into Queensgate since we have this redevelopment or public use by the City of Cincinnati;

opportunity, since we're already working with providing new and rebuilt sidewalks, shared-use paths,

the interchange. And essentially this would set = and/or bike lanes on local streets that are parallel to or

up a huge economic redevelopment cross |-71/1-75; and incorporating aesthetic treatments

opportunity, not just for the reclaimed land, but = throughout the corridor.

also for all of the land in Queensgate that you ' .

row have boter acess .35 ODOT tohave. CTEEAMETANS  (Coneep: LU) epresens e be

some ambition, build this infrastructure that th 3 ian-build t for th PhJ : i pe

provides the best value for Cincinnati. Thank € design-build team lor the Fhase 1l progressive

you. deS|gn-bU|I_d contract will de_velop innovation concepts
(design refinements) that will be evaluated by KYTC and
ODOT. Innovations that improve project quality, reduce
costs, shorten schedule, support the design-build contract
objectives, and have support at the local level may be
incorporated into the project. Some of the design-build
contract objectives that will be considered during the
evaluation of innovation concepts include: minimizing
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physical intrusion and impact; maximizing public
investment by minimizing the project footprint; minimizing
the footprint of the interstate system to maximize potential
developable space; improving neighborhood connectivity
across the interstate; and building the project with a
context sensitive design that fits within the community.

B-93

Shupe, Sue
Ellen

B-93-1

02/21/2024 - Resident of Cincinnati and East
Price Hill, which is highly affected by the work
that's going to be done just north of the bridge.
I just have a couple of questions. Will the
detailed design segment consider the additions
that are being proposed for the street grid by
the city of Cincinnati that would carry the traffic
over the two viaducts that | use constantly,
daily use to get here? This is between the Linn
Street and Findlay Street. | have concerns
about that, but if that's not going to be
considered, I'll jump in on it later.

East Price Hill is located west of Queensgate in Ohio, and = Project
Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is not expected to Description
impact this area. (1.2)

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) represents the base Future Design
design for the Brent Spence Bridge Corridor Project. It is Refinements
anticipated that the design-build team for the Phase Il 3.7)
progressive design-build contract will develop innovation

concepts (design refinements) that will be evaluated by

KYTC and ODOT, including ideas generated by the City

of Cincinnati. Innovations that improve project quality,

reduce costs, shorten schedule, support the design-build

contract objectives, and have support at the local level

may be incorporated into the project.

When innovations are proposed, KYTC and ODOT will
share recommendations with key stakeholders such as
the City of Cincinnati, the City of Covington, the City of
Park Hills, the City of Fort Wright, the City of Fort Mitchell,
Hamilton County, and Kenton County and will gather
feedback from local agencies that may be affected by any
changes. Each local entity will be responsible for soliciting
public feedback on innovations as part of their review and
comment process. For example, the City of Cincinnati is
assembling an advisory committee to provide project
feedback that will include representatives from Hamilton
County, the Cincinnati Port Authority, community councils,
development corporations, business groups, and other
interested groups.

When KYTC, ODOT, and FHWA determine that an
innovation will be incorporated into the project, the public
will be informed of the decision. Information provided to
the public will include a description of the innovation, an
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explanation of the expected benefits, and the rationale for

the decision.
B-93-2 02/21/2024 - And the other thing is you During public involvement activities, ODOT received Public
mentioned, which | hadn't heard before, that multiple comments suggesting the inclusion of retail areas = Comments
you're contributing to the Ezzard Charles on the Ezzard Charles Drive bridge over I-75. On (5.1.1)

Bridge viaduct corridor, whatever it is. And I'm August 29, 2023, the City of Cincinnati requested that

not really sure | understand that because it's a ODOT investigate decking or an expanded bridge on

dead end street. Dead ends right into the old Ezzard Charles Drive to support future civic space or retalil

terminal, the museum center. So, it gets in the development. Based on further coordination with the City

way more of my time. But anyway, | would like of Cincinnati, ODOT has committed to building a wider

to hear back on that through whatever you're bridge on Ezzard Charles Drive over I-75. The widened

going to do to address. Thank you. bridge will provide an additional 50 feet of green space on
each side that could support potential future civic space or
retail development by the City of Cincinnati. ODOT will
fund the cost of the bridge design and will share the
construction cost with the City. ODOT and the City will
develop cost sharing and maintenance agreements prior
to construction.

B-94 Griffin, B-94-1 02/21/2024 - I'm the West End Community Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) meets the project Purpose and
Christopher Council President. So, | just typed up some purpose and need, which is to improve traffic flow and Need (2.)
things quickly. But historically, the West End level of service; improve safety; correct geometric Neiahborhood
has felt the brunt of these changing events. deficiencies; and maintain connections to key regional andgCommunity

Rather, with urban renewal or with 1-75 plowing | and national transportation corridors.
through our neighborhood, this is the once in a
lifetime event. To right or wrong, we're building
this new companion bridge we get a chance to
regain from our rich history we lost 75 years
ago. This opportunity gives us hope of
recovering land and reconnecting Queensgate
to its long lost neighbor of the West End. Let's
help build upon the city of Cincinnati plans to
build better neighborhoods by making little
impact on its residents while also making it
safer for pedestrians.

Cohesion
In addition, KYTC and ODOT have worked to incorporate = (4.1.2)
several enhancements to further benefit surrounding
communities. As a result, Refined Alternative |

(Concept I-W) is anticipated to have a net benefit on
community cohesion in the West End neighborhood due
to the incorporation of aesthetic enhancements, proposed
noise barriers, and drainage improvements. Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) will also build new and/or
reconstruct existing sidewalks, shared-use paths, and
bicycle lanes on local streets that are parallel to or cross
I-71/1-75. The new and improved pedestrian and bicycle
infrastructure will improve access in and between the
Cincinnati Central Business District (CBD) Riverfront,
Queensgate, and West End neighborhoods in Ohio. New

Cumulative
Effects (4.10.2)
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bicycle lanes and shared-use paths incorporated into
Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will also support future
planned improvements of regional pedestrian and bicycle
networks.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) was evaluated for
cumulative effects specific to the West End neighborhood.
Cincinnati’'s West End, now partitioned into the
Queensgate and West End neighborhoods, is an area
that was historically impacted by urban renewal plans that
were common in the United States in the mid-twentieth
century. Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) requires one
commercial relocation (a small printing shop) in the West
End neighborhood. In addition, the footprint of Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) has been reduced and
requires only minor amounts of strip right-of-way in the
West End neighborhood. Refined Alternative |

(Concept I-W) will not add to or exacerbate any adverse
effects in the West End community from prior actions or
events.

In recognition of the history of City-sponsored urban
renewal and the original Mill Creek Expressway (I-75)
construction and as an enhancement in the West End
neighborhood, ODOT will work with the City of Cincinnati,
which includes the West End Community Council, to
develop content for an interpretive display describing the
West End community in relation to historic City urban
renewal and the Millcreek Expressway construction and to
identify a location in proximity to the I-75 corridor to install

the display.
B-94-2 02/21/2024 - Also, this opportunity gives us a Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will change how Future Design
chance to expand our street grid and open up through (interstate) traffic and local traffic travel through Refinements
Queensgate for future development. We want the corridor while maintaining most existing travel 3.7)

our community to be walkable with mixed use
development and | think if we put our street grid

connections and accommodating minor rerouting of traffic

where access points are modified. In Ohio, all existing Travel Patterns

up a little bit, it will give us a chance of local street connections across |-75 are maintained. and Access
development on both sides of I-75. Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) includes several (4.1.4)
features for pedestrians in the West End neighborhood,
including shared-use paths along the north side of
BRENT SPENCE /WVI\ Public Hearing
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Linn Street, Winchell Avenue and the north side of Ezzard = Public
Charles Drive; sidewalks along the south side of Linn Comments
Street, Court Street, Freeman Avenue, the south side of (5.1.1)
Ezzard Charles Drive, Liberty Street, Findlay Street,

Bank Street, and Harrison Avenue; and a new pedestrian

bridge over Winchell Avenue.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) meets the project
purpose and need, which is to improve traffic flow and
level of service; improve safety; correct geometric
deficiencies; and maintain connections to key regional
and national transportation corridors. In addition, ODOT
has worked with the City of Cincinnati to incorporate
several enhancements to provide additional community
benefits.

Based on coordination with the City of Cincinnati, Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) incorporates minor
reconfigurations to the 3 Street, 4" Street, 5™ Street, and
6™ Street ramps in downtown Cincinnati that will open up
approximately 10 acres of land for potential
redevelopment and/or public use. Based on further
coordination with the City, ODOT has committed to
building a wider bridge on Ezzard Charles Drive over I-75.
The widened bridge will provide an additional 50 feet of
green space on each side that could support potential
future civic space or retail development by the City of
Cincinnati. ODOT will fund the cost of the bridge design
and will share the construction cost with the City. ODOT
and the City will develop cost sharing and maintenance
agreements prior to construction.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) represents the base
design for the Brent Spence Bridge Corridor Project. It is
anticipated that the design-build team for the Phase I
progressive design-build contract will develop innovation
concepts (design refinements) that will be evaluated by
KYTC and ODOT. Innovations that improve project
quality, reduce costs, shorten schedule, support the
design-build contract objectives, and have support at the
local level may be incorporated into the project. Some of
the design-build contract objectives that will be
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considered during the evaluation of innovation concepts
include: minimizing physical intrusion and impact;
maximizing public investment by minimizing the project
footprint; minimizing the footprint of the interstate system
to maximize potential developable space; improving
neighborhood connectivity across the interstate; and
building the project with a context sensitive design that fits
within the community.

B-94-3 02/21/2024 - Also in the West End, we would ODOT and KYTC have considered options for capping Public
like everything to be capped. Like, if you can I-75 in Ohio, which is documented in the Public Comment
cap the whole thing so it won't even look like Involvement Summary (January 2024). Once the Outcomes
it's a highway, that'll be the best way. And interstate passes over the Ohio River, it cannot descend (5.1.2)
improve our quality of life in the West End. directly into downtown Cincinnati. South of 5" Street, I-75

must stay elevated to cross active CSX rail lines between
Pete Rose Way and 3 Street. In addition, any design
requires accommodating a complicated system of
mainline and ramp movements to provide local access
and continuity along 1-71, I-75, and US-50. Depressing
the roadway to support a freeway cap while meeting
these geometric constraints would require steep roadway
grades that would not meet design standards. Such steep
grades would present traffic operational and safety
concerns, particularly considering the high volumes of
heavy truck traffic traveling through the corridor.

Between 5" Street and Ezzard Charles Drive, including
portions of the West End neighborhood, there are several
areas where 1I-75 is relatively level with the surrounding
land uses. A freeway cap could be constructed either by
leaving I-75 at the current elevation or by lowering the
interstate. If the existing 1-75 elevation is maintained, a
freeway cap would need to be constructed 20 to 30 feet
over the highway to provide adequate clearance for the
freeway lanes. Given the proximity of Western Avenue
and Winchell Avenue, the freeway cap would either need
to extend over these roads, or Western and Winchell
avenues would need to be raised up to be level with the
top of the cap. Transitioning from the top of the highway
cap back to the elevations of the surrounding land uses in
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a way that provides accessible and open connections
east and west of I-75 would substantially increase the
project’s footprint beyond what is considered reasonable
and would impact low-income housing, schools, parks,
historic structures, commercial and industrial businesses,
and local streets. These impacts could be reduced
through the extensive use of retaining walls along either
I-75 or Western and Winchell avenues. However, the
retaining walls would render the cap inaccessible from
surrounding land uses and would only serve to create an
even greater barrier through downtown Cincinnati and the
West End neighborhood.

Building a freeway cap by lowering I-75 would avoid the
need for retaining walls; however, the interstate would
need to be lowered by 20 to 30 feet, which would require
prohibitively steep grades to meet the geometric
constraints of the CSX rail lines. Furthermore, capping the
highway would likely require the removal of I-75
connections with 5 Street, 6" Street, 7™ Street, and

8™" Street and would not be able to accommodate US-50,
which is an important regional connection.

I-75 is elevated above the surrounding land uses in the
portions of the West End neighborhood that are north of
Ezzard Charles Drive. Capping the highway in this area
would further exacerbate the concerns with geometric
feasibility, impacts to surrounding land uses, and local
accessibility discussed for portions of I-75 to the south.

B-95 Harris, Tyler | B-95-1 02/21/2024 - Just want to say I'm very excited
for this project and the amount of jobs it's going
to create for the local construction market, we
could use it right now. I'm also excited to be
able to work on a project that the whole country
is kind of interested in. It's not often that
Cincinnati gets a spotlight like this and | think
that’s very exciting. | just want to thank you for
the amount of work you're putting in.

The commenter’s support for the Brent Spence Bridge Construction
Corridor Project has been included in the project record. Impacts (4.11)

The construction of Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is
expected to result in temporary increases in employment
due to construction job creation. Temporary economic
benefits are also anticipated due to increased sale of
construction supplies, materials, equipment, and fuel from
local and regional sources and increased revenue for
businesses providing services to construction crews.
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Chas
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‘ Comment

02/21/2024 - I'm a resident of Cincinnati and
Northside. | work with GBBN architects who
have been studying this project for the past
couple years. And there are a few things that
I'd love to add at this public forum. First off, it
really feels like this project wasn't happening
for a really long time and then all of a sudden it
was. And I'm really glad that you opened it
back up for this commentary from the
community. A few things. In the mid-20th
century, the construction of the Mill Creek
expressway demolished a vast area,
Cincinnati's 19" century urban fabric. Home to
nearly 25,000 predominantly African American
Cincinnati.

This area has never rebounded or realized
what has been described as urban renewal.

So, | kind of disagree with some of the
environmental impacts that no
disproportionately or high adverse effects on
minority or low-income populations in that we
got to look at this and the kind of long term
version of what this project has been. This is a
redo of something and we need to right the
wrongs. Like the president of the community
council said.

Response Reference?!

Environmental
Justice (4.1.7)

An Environmental Justice Analysis Report (January 2024)
was prepared to assess the effects of Refined Alternative
I (Concept I-W) on low-income and minority
(environmental justice) populations. The environmental
justice (EJ) analysis was conducted in accordance with
the U.S. Department of Transportation Order 5610.2C
and FHWA Order 6640.23A, which define
disproportionately high and adverse effects. The EJ
analysis also followed FHWA'’s Guidance on
Environmental Justice and the National Environmental
Policy Act (December 16, 2011).

Cumulative
Effects (4.10.2)

The analysis concluded that Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W) would result in the following effects on EJ
populations:

- No adverse effects on community resources, access
and mobility, safety, air quality, stormwater, visual
setting, and workforce development;

- No adverse indirect effects;

- No disproportionately high and adverse relocation,
noise, or temporary construction effects; and

- Net benefits due to mitigation and enhancements for
parks and Longworth Hall; improved access, mobility,
and safety for all modes of travel; reduced vehicle
emissions; reduced noise; reduced flooding and
combined sewer overflows; improved aesthetics; direct
and indirect workforce enhancements; and an
interpretive display in the West End neighborhood.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) was evaluated for
cumulative effects specific to EJ populations. Refined
Alternative | (Concept I-W) will result in a minor
contribution to cumulative residential and commercial
displacements and a cumulative loss of parkland and
historic resources in these communities. These minor
cumulative effects will be experienced by all populations
and communities, including EJ populations and non-EJ
populations.
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Cincinnati’'s West End, now partitioned into the Queensgate
and West End neighborhoods, is an area with known EJ
populations that was historically impacted by urban renewal
plans that were common in the United States in the mid-
twentieth century. Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W)
requires one commercial relocation (a small printing shop)
in the West End neighborhood. In addition, the footprint of
Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) has been reduced and
requires only minor amounts of strip right-of-way in the
West End neighborhood. Refined Alternative |

(Concept I-W) will not add to or exacerbate any adverse
effects in the West End community from prior actions or
events.

In recognition of the history of City-sponsored urban
renewal and the original Mill Creek Expressway (I-75)
construction and as an enhancement in the West End
neighborhood, ODOT will work with the City of Cincinnati,
which includes the West End Community Council, to
develop content for an interpretive display describing the
West End community in relation to historic City urban
renewal and the Millcreek Expressway construction and to
identify a location in proximity to the I-75 corridor to install
the display.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will improve
community cohesion; improve traffic flow and safety for all
modes of travel; improve air quality; abate noise; reduce
flooding and combined sewer overflows; improve
aesthetics; and provide additional economic opportunities,
which will help to offset any cumulative effects from past,
present, and reasonably foreseeable actions. Therefore,
no adverse cumulative effects on EJ populations are
expected to occur as a result of Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W).

B-96-2 02/21/2024 - What needs to happen with this
project? There are several criteria to re-weave
the city back into the Queensgate
neighborhood and restitch together the West
End. The project needs preserve as much

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will change how Purpose and
through (interstate) traffic and local traffic travel through Need (2.)
the corridor while maintaining most existing travel

connections and accommodating minor rerouting of traffic

where access points are modified. In Ohio, all existing
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possibility for connectivity, sacrificial slabs
where they need to be, intersections where
they can go. | noticed the project scope is
limited to kind of as it's been defined to ODOT.
The city has given criteria. The criteria needs to
be further detailed and developed to preserve
the opportunity for the future, for future projects
that could build off of this.

This is the largest piece of infrastructure that
our city has ever gotten. This is just the
beginning. As active Cincinnati is in this project,
we need to constantly be on this project,
making sure that this is what we want it to be.
There's a massive landmark for our city, and
every inch of it needs to be designed.

Response

local street connections across I-75 are maintained. New
and improved pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure is also
provided on local streets that are parallel to or cross I-75.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) meets the project
purpose and need, which is to improve traffic flow and
level of service; improve safety; correct geometric
deficiencies; and maintain connections to key regional
and national transportation corridors.

In addition, ODOT has worked with the City of Cincinnati
to incorporate several enhancements to provide additional
community benefits. These include reducing the project
footprint; reconfiguring the ramps in the downtown area to
open up about 10 acres of additional land for potential
future redevelopment or public use by the City of
Cincinnati; and incorporating aesthetic treatments
throughout the corridor. Refined Alternative |

(Concept I-W) will also build new and/or reconstruct
existing sidewalks, shared-use paths, and bicycle lanes
on local streets that are parallel to or cross I-71/I-75. The
new and improved pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure
will improve access in and between the Cincinnati Central
Business District (CBD) Riverfront, Queensgate, and
West End neighborhoods in Ohio. New bicycle lanes and
shared-use paths incorporated into Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W) will also support future planned
improvements of regional pedestrian and bicycle
networks.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) is anticipated to have
a net benefit to community cohesion due to the
incorporation of aesthetic enhancements, multimodal
facilities, noise reduction measures, and drainage
improvements.

In consideration of feedback provided by the City of
Cincinnati Department of Transportation and Engineering,
ODOT will design and construct the non-deck
components for the new Ezzard Charles Drive bridge over
I-75 to not preclude potential future streetcar route

Reference!

Additional
Refinements
(3.3)

Future Design
Refinements
3.7)

Neighborhood
and Community
Improvements
(4.1.2)

Travel Patterns
and Access
(4.1.4)

Public Hearing
(5.5)

Ongoing Public
& Stakeholder
Involvement
(5.6)

BRENT SPENCE AVEIVD  public Hearing

BRIDGE CORRIDOR 7‘\‘ Public Comments and Responses

Page B-151



‘ [\[o}

‘ Comment

Response

expansion. The design modification will not change the
footprint or the environmental impacts of the project.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) represents the base
design for the Brent Spence Bridge Corridor Project. It is
anticipated that the design-build team for the Phase I
progressive design-build contract will develop innovation
concepts (design refinements) that will be evaluated by
KYTC and ODOT, including ideas generated by the City
of Cincinnati. Innovations that improve project quality,
reduce costs, shorten schedule, support the design-build
contract objectives, and have support at the local level
may be incorporated into the project. Some of the design-
build contract objectives that will be considered during the
evaluation of innovation concepts include: minimizing
physical intrusion and impact; maximizing public
investment by minimizing the project footprint; minimizing
the footprint of the interstate system to maximize potential
developable space; improving neighborhood connectivity
across the interstate; and building the project with a
context sensitive design that fits within the community.

Reference!

B-97

Crenshaw,
Nikki

B-97-1

02/21/2025 - Laborers Local 265. | don't have a
long drawn out speech and everything because
I think I've been touching base with just a little
bit of everybody in the room. And | was back
there with Ken kind of dibbling and dabbling
into some of the perspective of Simon Kenton
Way of how the actual building, the actual
government building down there is going to be
restructured. And have you guys chosen or
have been in contact with the Walsh-Kokosing
Group in regards to the contractors who will be
actually doing that work? Because that money
is going to be allocated to the actual city,
between the city and the actual state
department? That's what | wanted to know, if
you guys had already made those decisions
already.

The Kenton County Fiscal Court is constructing a new
parking garage for the Kenton County Government Center
on Simon Kenton Way as part of a separate project that is
independent of the Brent Spence Bridge Corridor Project.
The Kenton County Fiscal Court is responsible for
decisions related to contractors working on the parking
garage project.

N/A
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B-98 Goldsmith, B-98-1 02/21/2024 - 02/21/2024 - Complete
Marzetto Construction of Western Hills Viaduct before

starting I-75 ramps off the westside.

The Western Hills Viaduct project is a separate project Additional
with independent utility and a completed environmental Refinements
review that is being developed by the City of Cincinnati. 3.3)

ODOT is coordinating the design of Phase | of the Brent
Spence Bridge (BSB) Corridor Project with the City’s
design of the Western Hills Viaduct project to ensure the
projects are designed and constructed with proper
maintenance of traffic. It is currently anticipated that the
Western Hills Viaduct project would need to start
construction first followed by the Phase | of the BSB
Corridor Project. Both projects will be under construction
at the same time in order to properly manage construction
and maintain traffic.

B-99 Schill, Greg B-99-1 02/21/2024 - Have contractors, sub-contractors
been selected yet for this project? If not, when?

KYTC and ODOT executed a contract with the Project
progressive design-build team for Phase Il of the Brent Description
Spence Bridge (BSB) Corridor Project (Dixie Highway in (1.2)
Kentucky to Linn Street in Ohio) in October 2024. The

contract for Phase Il (Linn Street to Findlay Street in Ohio)

is expected to be awarded in February 2026. The contract

for Phase | (Findlay Street to Marshall Avenue in Ohio) is

expected to be awarded in October 2028.

There are still opportunities for subcontractors to work on
the project. Businesses and individuals interested in
working on the project may reach out directly to the
design-build team using the following email address:
WalshKokosingBrentSpence @walshgroup.com. You can
also visit the Walsh Kokosing Design-Build Team website
at https://walshkokosing.com/. The "Work With Us" page
on the project website also contains links to resources for
businesses and individuals who want to work on the

project.
B-99-2 02/21/2024 - How long is this project expected Construction on Phase IIl of the BSB Corridor Project is Project
to last? expected to begin in 2025 and be substantially complete Description

by 2030. Construction on Phase Il is expected to beginin = (1.1)
2026 with completion in 2031. Construction of Phase | is
expected to begin in 2029 and be completed in 2032.
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B-100 Hischak, B-100-1 02/21/2024 — 5" street, 6" street, 7" street, and = Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will change how Purpose and
Ronald 9™ street ramps need to be turned into 2 way through (interstate) traffic and local traffic travel through Need (2.)
urban streets connecting downtown to the corridor while maintaining most existing travel .
th : : : : ' Additional
Queengate. 6™ street expressway needs to be connections and accommodating minor rerouting of traffic Refinements
converted into a 4 lane urban street. Winchal where access points are modified. All existing local street
St. & Western Ave need to be converted into 2 connections across |-75 are maintained, and Refined (3.3)
way streets. Alternative | (Concept I-W) connects to the existing Future Design
downtown traffic configuration of one-way pairs in both Refinements

Covington and Cincinnati. The City of Covington and the (3.7
City of Cincinnati are responsible for decisions regarding
the conversion of local one-way streets for two-way traffic
within those municipalities. Refined Alternative |
(Concept I-W) also provides new and improved (4.1.4)
pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure on local streets that

are parallel to or cross I-75.

Travel Patterns
and Access

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) meets the project
purpose and need, which is to improve traffic flow and
level of service; improve safety; correct geometric
deficiencies; and maintain connections to key regional
and national transportation corridors. In addition, ODOT
has worked with the City of Cincinnati to incorporate
several refinements to provide additional community
benefits. These include reducing the project footprint;
reconfiguring the ramps in the downtown area to open up
about 10 acres of additional land for potential future
redevelopment or public use by the City of Cincinnati;
providing new and rebuilt sidewalks, shared-use paths,
and/or bike lanes on local streets that are parallel to or
cross |-71/1-75; and incorporating aesthetic treatments
throughout the corridor.

Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) represents the base
design for the Brent Spence Bridge Corridor Project. It is
anticipated that the design-build team for the Phase I
progressive design-build contract will develop innovation
concepts (design refinements) that will be evaluated by
KYTC and ODOT. KYTC and ODOT will evaluate ideas
generated by local municipalities during the innovation
process. During the evaluation of innovation concepts,
KYTC and ODOT have also committed to further
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evaluating reconfiguring 6™ Street in Cincinnati to
accommodate two-way traffic. Innovations that improve
project quality, reduce costs, shorten schedule, support
the design-build contract objectives, and have support at
the local level may be incorporated into the project. Some
of the design-build contract objectives that will be
considered during the evaluation of innovation concepts
include: minimizing physical intrusion and impact;
maximizing public investment by minimizing the project
footprint; minimizing the footprint of the interstate system
to maximize potential developable space; improving
neighborhood connectivity across the interstate; and
building the project with a context sensitive design that fits
within the community.

BRIDGE CORRIDOR 7‘\‘ Public Comments and Responses

B-101 Anonymous B-101-1 02/21/2024 - The design should restore the Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) will change how Purpose and
street grid and dramatically narrow the footprint = through (interstate) traffic and local traffic travel through Need (2.)
and be pedestrian friendly. Very disappointing | the corridor while maintaining most existing travel .
to see that the city of Cincinnati willing is notat | connections and accommodating minor rerouting of traffic Addltlonal
- - . . - - Refinements
all taken into account despite months of where access points are modified. In Ohio, all existing (3.3)
“codesign.” local street connections across I-75 are maintained. New :
and improved pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure is also = Future Design
provided on local streets that are parallel to or cross I-75. Refinements
Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) meets the project 3.7
purpose and need, which is to improve traffic flow and Travel Patterns
level of service; improve safety; correct geometric and Access
deficiencies; and maintain connections to key regional (4.1.4)
and national transportation corridors. In addition, ODOT
has worked with the City of Cincinnati to incorporate
several refinements to provide additional community
benefits. These include reducing the project footprint;
reconfiguring the ramps in the downtown area to open up
about 10 acres of additional land for potential future
redevelopment or public use by the City of Cincinnati;
providing new and rebuilt sidewalks, shared-use paths,
and/or bike lanes on local streets that are parallel to or
cross |-71/1-75; and incorporating aesthetic treatments
throughout the corridor.
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Refined Alternative | (Concept I-W) represents the base
design for the Brent Spence Bridge Corridor Project. It is
anticipated that the design-build team for the Phase I
progressive design-build contract will develop innovation
concepts (design refinements) that will be evaluated by
KYTC and ODOT, including ideas generated by the City
of Cincinn